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Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
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NEW. PEARL DROPS® TOOTHPASTE INTRODUCES A 
»==—~_ TRIPLE ACTION WHITENING SYSTEM 


If a tooth whitener doesn't get your teeth their whitest, what's the point? 


New Improved PEARL DROPS toothpaste has a Triple Action Whitening System that 
helps get your teeth their whitest. You can actually feel PEARL DROPS toothpaste help whiten your teeth. 
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@ A Thinking Cap 

Tt appears the San Francisco 49ers again 
have miraculously found room under the 
salary cap where none was apparent. In 
reality, the “extra cap room” is found by 
backloading contracts with easily attained 
incentives that count against the following 
year's cap. Over the past few years the 
Niners have bought a defense by spending 
future cap dollars like a yuppie leasing a 
BMW and putting the payments on his 
credit card. 

In theory, the 49ers are jeopardizing 
their chance to be competitive in the 
future—at least that is what Dallas’ Jerry 
Jones and the other owners are 
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time for the presidents and coaches to 
come through the time warp and get in line 
with everyone else. 
By the way, last year’s game would have 
ended like so: Nebraska 31, Penn State 20. 
Reginald Graddy 
Wrightsville, Ga. 


Instead of dwelling on the fact that 
NCAA Division LA does not have a playoff, 
how about considering what college foot- 
ball does have: a regular season that actual- 
ly means something (as opposed to college 
basketball), real rivalries (as opposed to the 
tepid NFL), no parity (thus numerous truly 


= Back in Black 

Oh, my! With the Raiders’ return to 
Oakland, you have to add some games on 
the silver and black schedule to your list of 
must-sees [“Of Deion, Dallas, and Do- 
Rags,” August]. These are sure to tickle 
the football purist’s fancy: October 1, 
Raiders at New York Jets. (Remember 
“Heidi"?) October 16, Raiders at Denver. 
(Remember Rob Lytle?) November 27, 
Raiders at San Diego. (Remember the 
“Holy Roller”?) December 10, Raiders vs. 
Pittsburgh Steelers. (Remember Franco's 
“Immaculate Reception”?) 

God bless Al Davis for bringing back the 
NFL most beloved franchise. 


telling the fans of their teams. But 
consider the fact that the collective 
bargaining agreement expires in 
1999, and unless an agreement is 
reached to extend it, so does the 
salary cap—and the 49ers’ cap prob- 
lems disappear! 

Why aren't other teams taking the 
same gamble? Either they truly are 
men of principle, or they are trying 
to save money by deluding their fans 
and ignoring the loophole. As a 
Cowboys fan, I urge Jones to wake 
up and either get with the program 
by offering incentive-laden con- 
tracts, or institute some common- 
sense rules to eliminate the loop- 
hole. Such rules could include set- 
ting a dollar limit on the amount of 
incentives that can be offered, or set- 
ting a maximum of three years a 
team can carry over cap dollars. 
Unless rules such as these are put 
in, there really is no cap—just an 
excuse for owners to line their pock- 
ets and keep costs down. 


Kerry Don Alexander 


A college game like USC-UCLA means something every 
year, even when nothing but pride is on the line. 


“The Oakland Raiders”—ah, 
what a ring!” 

John Peterson 

Daytona Beach, Fla. 


m@ More Lloyd 

Enjoyed your article on 
Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker 
Greg Lloyd [“Mama’s Boy,” 
August]. I would like to say that 
those of us who have known 
Lloyd know him not only as an 
intense, competitive football 
player, but also as one who has 
never forgotten his hometown 
or the college where he played. 
Greg has established a scholar- 
ship foundation at Fort Valley 
State College. He is always 
available to speak to groups on 
campus and at athletic events. 

Contrary to what his oppo- 
nents say, there is no “thug” in 
2 Greg. He plays hard every 
down, hates to lose, but never 
plays outside the rules. He is 
one of the outstanding role mod- 


Solana Beach, Calif. 


@ Decisions, Decisions... 

John Feinstein is a genius [“No. 1, Once 
and for All,” September]. Every person 
who has anything to do with college foot- 
ball—spectators, coaches, players—should 
read his article. I've never heard a better 
argument for a Division LA football playoff 
system. Let the best 10 or 12 teams go at it 
until one team is left standing. It's that sim- 
ple. 

To the best of my knowledge, Division 
LA football is the only level of athletics 
from high school to the pros that does not 
have a playoff system. That’s pathetic. It's 


big—and memorable—games every year), 
variety (power football still exists in the 
college game), real tradition, and team 
identities. 

There are millions of football fans 
across the country for whom the college 
game is by far the preferred variety. NFL 
fans can have a nice time enjoying “big 
games” between 7-7 pro teams. I'll look for- 
ward to such rivalries as USC-UCLA, 
Nebraska-Oklahoma, Georgia-Florida, 
Tennessee-Alabama, Florida-Florida 
State...need I go on? 

Mark Dirkschneider 
Peoria, Ill. 


els for young people in our com- 
munity. I have been fortunate enough to 
coach many outstanding athletes, and 
Greg Lloyd ranks at the top no matter what 
criteria are used in judgment. 
Douglas T. Porter 
Football coach 
Fort Valley State College 
Fort Valley, Ga. 


INSIDE SPORTS welcomes your comments. 
Letters to the editor should include your address 
and a daytime telephone number. Mail them to 
Letters, c/o Inside Sports, 990 Grove Street, 
Evanston, IL 60201, or fax to (708) 491-0867. 
Letters may be edited for clarity and brevity. 
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Work for a living. Play for a life. 


The Brutal 
Truth of Boxing 


LIKE MOST SPORTS 
fans, I have great 
respect and affection 
for George Foreman, 
His sparkling person- 
ality set him apart 
from the host of most 
ly anonymous faces 
that patrolled the box- 
ing rings while Mike 
Tyson was in jail, and by winning the 
heavyweight title over a man 20 years his 
junior, Foreman sparked the public's imagi- 
nation at a time when the sport was des- 
perate for good news. 

But as much as Foreman has done for 
his profession, he threatens to do it a 
severe disservice by calling for mandatory 
use of headgear in the ring. He and the 
other advocates clamoring for protective 
gear to cushion fighters’ heads are well- 
intentioned but simply wrong. 

Let's get something straight at the out- 
set: Boxing is a brutal sport. In a little 
more than a year, four fighters have died 
from blows received in the ring. 
tragic and heartbreaking—but it is not 
unpredictable. Boxing is, in essence, an 
exercise in controlled violence. 

Many people in this country are si 
ened by the idea of watching two men in a 
confined space trying to inflict pain on 
each other. However, many others cele- 
brate boxing as a sport that demands sheer 
athleticism and the ability to make instan- 
taneous, critical decisions, Boxing places a 
premium on quick reflexes, physical grace, 
and the mental discipline to develop and 
stick to a strategy for attacking an oppo- 
nent’s weakness. The sport rewards 
courage—the guts to stand in, take a 
punch, and get up if you go down, 

Boxing is a love-it-or-hate-it sport. If our 
society ever reaches a consensus that box- 
ing is too uncivilized and too dangerous, 
then let's ban it. And when we ban boxing, 
in order to be consistent, let’s also ban foot- 
ball, another sport in which the partici- 
pants hit one another with enough speed 
and strength to easily cause serious injury. 
Let's do away with hockey, a sport in which 
players slam into one another at extreme 
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speeds and sometimes use their sticks to 
inflict head and body injuries. There are 
minor sports, too, that should be abolished 
in the same name of civility: rugby, for 
example, which makes football look like a 
country club dance. 

If our role as a society is to act as protec- 
tive mothers to people who might do harm 
to themselves, there are many more athlet- 
ic activities we should outlaw. The 
American Medical Association has figured 
the annual number of boxing-related fatali- 
ties at .13 for every 1,000 participants. 
That's on a par with the death rates in 
motorcycle racing, parachuting, and hang 
gliding. If we're going to be a mothering 
culture, let’s ban all these activities, 

However, if we're not going to do away 
with boxing and every other potentially 
dangerous activity in 
which people voluntar- 
ily participate, let’s not 
water down the sport 
with protective gear 
that will undermine its 
popularity and do le: 
to protect fighte 
than to ease the con- 
sciences of those 
handing out the gear. 
Foreman and other 
proponents of head- 
gear for professional 
boxers claim it may 
keep boxers from suf- 
fering severe head 
injuries, 

The arguments 
against headgear are 
more compelling. 

Call it a b 
view if you wish, 
believe boxers enter 
the sport knowing the 
risks and knowing 


Pas 


Tyson contra headgear: “We might as well ban boxing. 
It's a fighters’ sport. This is a hurt business.” 


question as to the possibility of a fighter 
risking serious injury; refs should be 
required to err on the side of safety. Others 
have suggested shortening the length of 
rounds, an idea that should be considered. 
What we should not do is rob the sport 
of its edge and allure by completely pro- 
tecting boxers from pain and risk. Asked 
about mandatory headgear, Tyson told The 
Associated Press: “We might as well ban 
boxing if that is the case. It’s a fighters’ 
sport. This is a hurt busine: 
Tyson is right. The prospect of hurt 
drives the popularity of boxing. The joy 
among true boxing aficionados in watching 
amatch is not in seeing one fighter beat up 
on another, but in seeing the bobbing, the 
weaving, the moves that a fighter can use 
to prevent pain from being inflicted. Insert 


LN 


they will suffer 
but they do so willingly because of the 
potential gains. Professional fighters 
choose to risk their personal safety in 
return for financial rewards. 

Those who regulate and manage the 
sport have an obligation to prevent unnec- 
essary risks. Make pre-fight physicals 
more rigorous, and don't hesitate to cancel 
a bout if there is even a hint that a fighter 
has a medical problem or is not in proper 
shape to box. Put the pressure on referees 
to end a fight more quickly if there is any 


headgear into the equation, and you 
remove much of the need for boxers to 
employ grace, speed, and reflexes in evad- 
ing an opponent's attack. Believing that 
headgear can absorb blows, more boxers 
will stand their ground and slug it out, 
replacing the intricate footwork in profes- 
sional bouts with the frantic, nonstop 
swinging of arms and fists that is the norm 
in many amateur matches where headgear 
is mandatory. 

Once we start down the road of 


INSIDE SPORTS 


outfitting fighters for protection, where do 
we stop? In addition to headgear, should we 
make boxers wear cushioned waist wraps 
to ensure that a spleen or liver doesn’t get 
damaged by a blow? How about chest 
padding to keep the ribs from being 
cracked by a punch? Once we begin 
outfitting boxers with body armor, we 
might just as well have them fight each 
other by proxy, with Rock ‘em, Sock ‘em 
Robots. It would be about as exciting. 

It is all but pointless to dress a boxer up 
in this little piece of head padding. Such 
organizations as USA Boxing and the New 
York State Athletic Commission have 
looked closely at the viability of headgear 
in the boxing ring, but no conclusive stud- 
ies have emerged that show headgear will 
do anything to prevent serious head 
injuries. Why don’t you hear more boxers 
forming a chorus to call for such protec- 
tion? Because they know what life is really 
like in the ring once the bell sounds. They 
know that headgear becomes useless as 
protection against injury. 

In fact, headgear may exacerbate the 
danger. For one thing, it may encourage a 
false sense of security. A fighter may let a 
punch he would otherwise block or duck 
get through in the belief that the headgear 
will absorb all the impact. It doesn't. The 
medical commission of the International 
Amateur Boxing Federation has studied 
the issue, reviewing the matches of 480 
amateur boxers who wore headgear. The 
study found that the gear did not reduce 
the number of knockouts, which indicates 
that it is ineffective in preventing concus- 
sions or the bruises of the brain known as 
subdural hematomas. 

In fact, headgear makes a boxer's head a 
bigger target, easier to hit. And because 
headgear absorbs sweat, it can make the 
boxer’s head heavier and more difficult to 
move quickly. That can increase the possi- 
bility of brain injury. Headgear also 
restricts peripheral vision, limiting the 
fighter’s view to a tunnel before him and 
leaving him vulnerable to a hard hook or 
other blow from the side. 

The alternatives in this debate are quite 
clear. We can make ourselves feel a lot bet- 
ter by forcing boxers to cover their heads. 
In so doing, we clear our consciences by 
telling ourselves we have helped protect 
people who would otherwise neglect to 
protect themselves. In reality, though, if 
headgear becomes mandatory, we won't 


have done a darn thing to protect profes- 
sional boxers from serious head injuries— 
but we will have robbed the sport of much 
of its allure, which draws poor kids to use 
their abilities to earn a good living and 
gain a better life for themselves. 

Football provides an example of how an 
inherently violent sport can inflict physical 
harm no matter how much protection the 
athlete is outfitted with. Football players 
are dressed in ample padding and state-of 
the-art protective plastics. Yet in recent 
years offensive lineman Mike Utley of the 
Detroit Lions and defensive lineman 
Dennis Byrd of the New York Jets suffered 
paralysis as a result of game action, and 
former New England Patriots receiver 
Darryl Stingley is bound to a wheelchair as 
aresult of a devastating hit he received in a 
preseason game with the Oakland Raiders 
in 1978. 

The Nevada State Athletic Commission 
is studying new ways to reduce boxing 
deaths and injuries, including a look at the 
impact of weight loss before a fight. Some 
in the industry, including promoter Bob 
Arum, suggest that fighters who take 
diuretics in order to shed pounds to meet 
their weight limit aren't able to replenish 
the fluids in their brain before the fight. 
Indeed, it’s interesting to note that the 
majority of serious head injuries occur 
among lighter boxers who have had to get 
below weight ceilings. There are few head 
injuries among heavyweight fighters—in 
fact, a heavyweight hasn't died from 
injuries suffered in a bout in more than 60 
years. 

Fighters are grown men who have cho- 
sen a profession that carries with it an ele- 
ment of danger. They have the right to 
make that choice, and it is not society's 
place to act as their parents. If you don't 
like boxing, you can to try to get it and 
every other risky sport in this country 
banned. In the meantime, let the fighters 
fight without Big Brother telling them 
what to wear in the ring. Spending the time 
and effort to study ways in which unneces- 
sary risks can be reduced or eliminated 
makes more sense than sticking some 
kind of pseudohelmet on a boxer’s head 
and patting ourselves on our collective 
back that we have made boxing better and 
safer. m 
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Pay’s the 
Thing 


DUKE BASKETBALL COACH 
Mike Krzyzewski earns hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in salary 
and a reported $375,000 a year 
from a shoe company. Pete Gaud- 
et—the man who took over as 
interim coach of the Blue Devils 
last January after a bad back and 
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haustion forced Coach K to call it 
a season—was paid a mere $16,000 


absurd, you're 
75 coaches are 
involved in a lawsuit against the 
NCAA to reverse a little-publi- 
cized and legally dubiou: 
regulation that severely limits 
salaries of certain college a: 
tants. So far, the c 
ning their case. 
The NCAA rule, which went 
into effect in 1992, allowed Divi- 
sion I schools to hire a head coach, 
two fulltime assistants, 
additional coach: the so-ca 
“restricted earnings coach.” That 
coach could not earn more than 
$12,000 in salary and an additional 


NCAA rules had Gaudet coaching Duke for minimal wages. 


$4,000 for summer employment. 
NCAA bylaws also sharply limited 
benefits, expense allowances, and 
the length of time those coaches 
can serve. The rule covered not 
just basketball coaches, but 
between 100 and 200 coaches in 
baseball and other sports. 

The NCAA justified the rule as 
a cost-saving measure and a 
means of complying with Title IX, 
the federal statute that calls for 
equality between women’s and 
men’s athletics programs. The 
head of the NCAA's Cost Re- 
duction Committee, which drafted 
the rule, called it a “gigantic 
attempt to save intercollegiate 
athletics from itself.” 

The rule created a dilemma for 
a host of experienced assistants. 
Gaudet—a former head coach at 
Army and a highly respected 
assistant at Duke since 1983— 
faced the unenviable choice of 
scraping by on a paltry salary or 
leaving the program. He chose the 
former route; other ich as for- 
mer Pittsburgh restricted earn- 
ings coach Norman Law, now are 
out of basketball. 

The coaches challenged the 
rule in federal court, claiming that 
it violates the Sherman Antitrust 
Act by unlawfully fixing their 
salaries and limiting their free- 
dom of movement within the pro- 
fession. In the absence of such a 
rule, they claimed, the natural 
competitive forces of the market- 
place would force schools to pay 
them their true worth. 

In its argument, the NCAA 
relied on a 1984 Supreme Court 
case that dealt with college foot- 
ball television rights. In that deci- 
sion, the justices observed that 
intercollegiate athletics was a 
classic example of a business in 
which some cooperation among 
competitors is required, even 
though such combinations ordi. 
narily would violate the,antitrust 
laws. As the Supreme Court 
noted, “the integrity of the ‘prod- 
uct’ cannot be preserved except 
by mutual agreement” on such 
issue: player eligibility, ama- 
teurism, and game rules. Jack 
Kitchin, an attorney for the NCAA, 
likens the rule to limitations in 
recruiting and the elimination of 
athletic dorms, and calls it an 
acceptable “area of cost cutting.” 


Federal judge Katherine Vratil 
sided with the coaches. She 
agreed that the NCAA does have 
broad powers to regulate the con- 
duct of college sports but deemed 
its argument in this case “wholly 
unconvincing.” Vratil said the 
NCAA offered no compelling evi- 
dence to support its claim that 
member schools were “on the 
brink of disaster,” and that unlike 
rules regulating play or recruiting 
standards, the limit on earnings 
was “commercial” in character. 
Noting that some coache: 
been drawing salaries of 
to $70,000 before being designat- 
ed as restricted earnings coaches, 
the judge found that the rule was 
adopted expressly to cut costs and 
was therefore anticompetitive 

One competition that hasn't 
stopped is procedural wrangling 
in this case. After Vratil issued 
her ruling, the NCAA's administra- 
tive committee voted to suspend 
the rule's limitations on salaries— 
but it left the other provisions ii 
place. Kitchin says that the NCAA 
reserves its rights to reinstate the 
rule, and the wording of the 
administrative committee's deci- 
sion seems purposely ambiguous. 

Dennis Cr the lead attorney 
for the coaches, isn’t satisfied with 
the NCAAs actions. “Our informa- 
tion is that the NCAA members 
are holding the line on compensa- 
tion,” he “Either collusion is 
taking place, which is just as 
unlawful as the rule itself, or the 
effects of the rule are lingering, 
and it will take a while for compe- 
tition to return.” Kitchin denies 
collusion and says that whatever a 
college does regarding co 
salaries is an “individual deci- 
sion.” Gaudet has made his deci- 
sion: He resigned as - 
tant before the ruling. Over the 
summer he worked at basketball 
camps at Chapel Hill and in Italy, 
where he made three times his 
monthly Duke coaching income. 

The restricted earnings rule, 
originally adopted to save money, 
may wind up costing the NCAA 
plenty. The organization is seek- 
ing to appeal Vratil’s order before 
atrial gets underway to determine 
how much money it must pay the 
‘hes in dama serald Roth, 
an attorney for some of those 
coaches, estimates that damages, 
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which are tripled under the 
antitrust laws, could amount to 
“between $10 million and $20 mil- 
lion.” Now the NCAA must hope 
that a higher court will save it 
from an expensive payday. 
—Linda J. Cohen 


Ascent 
of a Woman 


AIR SWOOPES, NIKE’S FIRST 
shoe named after a woman—bas- 
ketball player Sheryl Swoopes— 
and only its second named after an 
athlete, hit stores October 1. If the 
performance of the pair this writer 
tried is any indication, the lives of 
many girls will never be the same. 
Sisters, what would you say if I 
told you that Air Swoopes did 
things for my game that Air 
Jordans never have? Can you 
imagine, at a height closer to 


Muggsy Bogues than Manute Bol, 
taking off from the free throw 
line, soaring to the rim, and dunk- 
ing? Can you imagine a crossover 
dribble Tim Hardaway would 
envy? Can you imagine a five-sec- 
ond hang time? 

Nike is promoting the $85 
black-and-white leather shoes 
with print ads, and there is talk of 
a television commercial. Robin 
Carr Locke, public relations man- 
ager for Nike's women's division, 
said that when the company first 
announced Air Swoopes in March, 
retailers began booking the shoes 
sight-unseen. Their enthusiasm 
probably was based more on the 
positive effect the words “Nike” 
and “Air” have on the psyche of 
the shoe-buying public than on 
knowledge of Swoopes’ accom- 
plishments—she led Texas Tech 
to the 1993 NCAA women’s cham- 
pionship, holds numerous NCAA 
basketball records, and is a mem- 
ber of the U.S. women’s national 
team that will compete in the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta—but Nike 


plans to change 
all that. 
“Women’s 
sports are 
coming 
into 


their 
own,” Carr 
Locke says. 
“TV ratings 
for the wom- 
en's Final Four 
shot through the 
roof last year, and 
ESPN will be covering 

the entire NCAA women’s basket- 
ball tournament next spring. It's 
been 20 years since the passage 
of Title IX—there's a whole gener- 


Nike 

hopes Air 
Swoopes 
will elevate 
its profile in 
the female 
market. 


ation of girls that has 
grown up playing sports. 
“Why Sheryl? Simply put, 
we feel she is the female 
Michael Jordan.” a 
It didn't hurt that she's blessed & 
with the euphonious last name 2 
“Swoopes” instead of, say, E 
“MacGillicutty.” 

In an effort to beef up its H 


Breaking 
the Plane 


IT’S THE LAST DAY OF 1994. 
Cheese heads and colorful stock- 
ing caps fill the frame at Green 
Bay's Lambeau Field. Packers 
quarterback Brett Favre, rolling 
right, spots an open receiver and 
fires a pass, 

What's special about this clip 
from last season's Packers- 
Detroit Lions playoff game? It 
isn't video, and it isn’t film. It’s a 
sports trading card, 

A technological revolution is 
firing up the trading card indus- 
try, which four years ago was 
unraveling at the seams and just 
a year ago was deeply hurt by 
the labor strife in professional 
sports. Trading card companies 
are responding to the cycles 
inherent to their industry by pro- 
ducing a barrage of eye-catching 
technologies intended to lure co- 
lectors back into the fold. 

The progress goes beyond 


improvements in color photogra- 
phy, computer design, and card 
stock. Advances in holography, 
lithography, and clear animation 
are evident in nearly every new 
issue. Terminology is becoming 
so unwieldy that one company, 
Pinnacle Brands, has created a 
glossary that explains terms 
such as “embossing,” “morph- 
ing,” “micro-etching,” and “spec- 
tro-etching,” and patented pro- 
cesses such as “Dufex” and 
“Magic Motion.” 

“The advances in the last four 
years amaze me,” says Michael 
Cleary, Pinnacle’s executive vice 
president. “My guess is the cus- 
tomer is absolutely shocked at 
the transition.” 

Three things immediately 
strike the consumer who forays 
into the new technocard jungle: 
(1) You've never seen cards like 
these before, (2) you'd better dig 
deeper into that wallet, and (3) 
good luck sorting things out. 

‘The average retail price of a 
new foil pack of cards has shot 
from 50 cents in 1988 to nearly 
$3 in 1995. These days it's hard 
to find an issue with a suggested 


retail price of less than $1. 
Pacific Trading Cards’ Crown 
Collection/NFL Prisms offers a 
single card per $1.99 pack. 

‘The Favre card is an example 
of “SkyMotion,” a process devel- 
oped by SkyBox International 
that uses a number of biconvex 
lenses to combine multiple pho- 
tographic images. By placing the 
card up to the light and moving 
it, the holder is greeted to a virtu- 
al film clip on paper. SkyBox 
introduced the process last 
spring with a SkyMotion basket- 
ball card that shows Detroit 
Pistons star Grant Hill perform- 
ing a one-handed alley-oop dunk. 

Don't expect to find such wiz- 
ardry in every pack. SkyBox has 
placed the Favre card in just one 
in 360 packs. If you don't like 
those odds, you can send in $25 
and 10 SkyBox Impact wrappers 
for a Favre SkyMotion offering. 
Be forewarned, though: Favre 
will be running, not passing, on 
the mail-in version. 

Pinnacle’s Dufex process 
superimposes a player's image 
against a laminated foil back- 
ground with UV-formulated trans- 


aa | 


parent inks. The results are daz- 
zling foil reflections and an 
embossed texture. Dufex cards 
are printed in Europe and ran- 
domly seeded into foil packs of 
Pinnacle products. The process 
is so secret, Cleary says, that not 
even he is allowed into a certain 
part of the factory. 

Upper Deck can counter with 
“Holoview,” a process that syn- 
thesizes videotape to create a 50- 
degree three-dimensional image. 
You can see a player's expression 
change as you rotate the card 
under light. Upper Deck spokes- 
man Rich Bradley calls it “the 
Mona Lisa of trading cards.” 

The revolution even has awak- 
ened Topps, the slumbering giant 
that enjoyed a virtual monopoly 
in cards until 1989. Topps lagged 
behind when the new wave of 
technology hit, but it now touts 
“DIII,” a three-dimensional pro- 
cess, and “FMB,” in which both 
sides of the card are embossed. 

Topps also brought back possi- 
bly the only substance you'll rec- 
ognize if you've been away from 
the hobby for a while: gum. 

—James E. Smith 
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women’s division, Nike began 
working with focus groups com- 
posed of female high school and 
college athletes in 1993. “We 
found that there is a perception 
that Nike is a men’s company,” 
Carr Locke says, “and to the 
extent that our advertising and 
promotions have been male-domi- 
nated, it’s true.” Air Swoopes is 
Nike's first step in an effort to 
change that perception. The com- 
pany has signed five other women 
basketball players—all members 
of the national team—and plans to 
aggressively market its women's 
basketball shoe line. 

“The biggest complaint among 
the girls in our focus groups was 
that they didn't like the colors of 
our women’s line,” Carr Locke 
says. “They'd go over to the boys’ 
section to get the tough, aggres- 
sive-looking shoes that they want- 
ed,” She also mentions a certain 
public perception that needs to be 
addressed: “We'll do our part to 
help society understand that girls 
playing sports is cool.” 

Now for a confession. In truth, 
even wearing Air Swoopes, I still 
couldn't jam from the free throw 
line or beat Hardaway off the drib- 
ble. I did find I could shoot free 
throws better than Shaquille 
O’Neal—then I tried free throws 
barefoot, blindfolded, and with one 
hand tied behind my back, and 
found I still could hit from the line 
better than Shaq. Guess it wasn't 
the shoes. 

But wearing Air Swoopes 
allowed me to dream. Sure, it's 
only a pair of shoes, and in my 
fantasies I still found myself using 
guys as my standard of excel- 
lence. But hey—it's a start. Soon, 
when they're on the court, little 
girls everywhere may be emulat- 
ing Sheryl instead of Michael. 

Can you imagine that? Now 
they can.—Carol Slezak 


Can’t Lose 
for Winning 


VINCE LOMBARDI’ HATRED OF 
losing is legendary. However, even 
Lombardi would have loved Louis 
Herman “Red” Klotz. How could 
he feel anything but admiration 
for a guy who lost 8,500 consecu- 


tive basketball games but always 
brushed himself off and came 
back for more? 

After 43 years as player, coach, 
and owner of the Washington 
Generals, Klotz has closed his 
team’s camp and brought to a 
merciful end its stunningly long 
line of defeat. The Generals, for 
nearly a half-century the fall guys 
for the famed Harlem Globe- 
trotters, have lost their last game. 

Klotz isn't through losing just 
yet, though. Get ready for his 
newest creation: the International 
All-Stars. 

“We've put the Generals in 
mothballs and moved on to bigger 
and better ideas,” says Klotz, who 
turns 74 in October. “Having the 
worst record in all of sports histo- 
ry with the Generals, we decided 
to move into something more 
exciting and challenging.” 

Klotz is forming his new team 
at the behest of Globetrotters 
owner Mannie Jackson, a former 
‘Trotter who enjoyed, oh, 400 or so 
wins over the Generals during his 
brief playing stint in 1961 and 62. 
“Mannie is trying to make the 
games more competitive,” Klotz 
says. “He wants me to come up 
with a tough team of international 
stars, one that appeals to 
a world audience and has 
a shot to beat the 
Globetrotters on any 
given night.” 

Surprisingly, Klotz 
sounds entirely serious. 
Of course, he sounds no 
different when he 
claims that the Generals 
set out to win every one 
of their games. “My 
teams always knew 
how to play solid basketball,” he 
says. “People came to see the 
Globetrotters; playing solid bas- 
ketball was our job. 

“The game has to be very com- 
petitive. We never went out to 
lose, but to try to win—and one 
time, we did just that.” 

‘Ah, yes. The Win. Before that 
pesky 8,500-game skid. Twenty- 
four years ago in Martin, Tenn., 
Klotz sank a 20-footer at the 
buzzer, and the Globetrotters— 
gulp—tost 100-99. 

“Like killing Santa Claus,” 
Klotz says without a trace of 
remorse. “Oh, yeah, the audience 
was terribly upset—they booed 
us pretty bad. And the Globe- 
trotters were upset because we 
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Klotz played the straight man for years, but be- 
hind the goofing was some serious hoops talent. 


killed the show.” 

That win may have allowed 
Klotz to stomach all the losses 
that sandwiched it. Truth be told, 
we're talking about one very good 
basketball player here. Yes, the 
role of loser has served Klotz 
quite well—a Generals regular 
until the age of 62, he’s the one 
everyone remembers: the balding, 
5’7”, too-small-and-old-to-be-out- 
there guy whose head was kissed, 
whose shorts were yanked down, 
whose goat was gotten every time 
he stepped onto the court. But he 
could play; he was a terror grow- 
ing up on the playgrounds of 
South Philadelphia and a star at 
Villanova, and he played on the 
1948 NBA champion Baltimore 
Bullets. With his classic two-hand- 


ed set shot, Klotz led the Generals 
in scoring year after year, 

“Oh, man, Red was awesome,” 
says popular Globetrotter Geese 
Ausbie, the man who planted 
those smooches on Klotz’s dome. 
“I'm telling you, right now Red 
could go out there and beat any 
NBA player from behind the 
three-point line. He'll hit 18 out of 
20 any night. It’s true: He's still in 
shape, and every time I see him 
he’s either got gym shoes and 
shorts on, or he's got them in the 
trunk of his car. 

“I don't think the losing both- 
ered Red too much. He always 
played hard—and hey, he beat us 
that one time. He may have lost a 
lot, but he'll always be a winner in 
my heart."—Steve Greenberg 
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Has Hakeem Olajuwon supplanted Michael Jordan 
as the best basketball player in the world? 


AS THE CHICAGO BULLS CELEBRATED THEIR THIRD STRAIGHT NBA CHAMPIONSHIP 
in June 1993, no sensible person would have denied that Michael Jordan was the world’s best basketball player. 
But then Jordan left hoops to chase his field of dreams, and in his absence Houston Rockets center Hakeem Olajuwon 
made a strong claim to the title of world’s best. When Jordan returned to the NBA at the end of the 1994-95 season, he 
looked somewhat vulnerable; Olajuwon, meanwhile, outplayed '94-95 MVP David Robinson and Shaquille O'Neal 
while carrying the Rockets to an unexpected second consecutive NBA crown. For the first 


BRAN SPURLOCK 


time since Jordan, Magic Johnson, and Larry Bird roamed the hardwood together, 


the question of the sport's best player is open to debate. 


Los Angeles Clippers coach Bill Fitch, who coached Olajuwon with the Houston 
Rockets in the mid-’80s, lines up behind Hakeem. Seattle SuperSonics coach George 
Karl, like Jordan a product of the University of North Carolina, sides with MJ. The two 


spoke with contributing writer Davip Moore. 
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Karl: When you say the best 
player, you're talking more 
about an individual emphasis. 
Took at Michael as a dynamic 
passer who can play point 
guard and is a fantastic scorer. 
He also is a great ball defend- 
er and a great team defender. 
When you just focus on one 
player, he probably has more 
ability to dominate a game in 
more areas than Hakeem, 

‘The one thing that solidified 
Michael's greatness was the 
ability to make the three-point 
shot. That's the one weakness 
he had, and he eliminated that 
in the past couple of years. 
Fitch: Superstardom is always 
“What have you done for me 
lately?” Olajuwon has done it 
lately. Now the big question is 
whether Michael can come all 
the way back. If you crown a 
king now, it would have to be 
Olajuwon. He has the last two 
championship trophies, and he 
has great stats that will stand 
up with Jordan's. 

Michael went through this, 
and it’s always there: Do you 
make those around you bet- 
ter? Hakeem took a group of 
guys and helped them reach 
their potential and fit into a 


championship scheme. It was 
the epitome of making other 
players better. I've seen 
Hakeem grow up from a guy 
who was not always thinking 
of the team first—at one time, 
he operated on the philosophy 
that if he made 45% of his 
shots against a double-team 
and 60% against one guy, why 
should he throw it out to 
someone who isn’t shooting 
even 35%? He realizes now 
you've got to make that pass. 
Hakeem reads pressure; he 
has a great knack for head 
fakes and for getting away 
from pressure to get the shot 
off. He really makes the right 
reads. Early in his career that 
was a problem. 
Karl: You have to marvel at 
Jordan's ability to score 
through, over, and around 
double-teams. I do think the 
perimeter player is more 
difficult to double than the 
post player; the player who 
plays off the dribble has a 
little more of an advantage of 
seeing the double-team 
coming. He sees the passing 
angles and knows how to 
crack them better than the 
post player—when you double 


on the perimeter, you leave 
some big holes. However, 
Michael can actually score 
against triple-teams. 

Both players are able to 
dominate with their defensive 
instincts. Hakeem does it 
through shot-blocking; 
Michael does it by stopping 
the ball and taking his guy out 
of the play. Michael has great 
team and individual strengths. 
as a defender, where I view 
Hakeem as a great team 
defender, 

I think the one team area in 
which Hakeem dominates 
Michael is rebounding. In a 
playoff structure, that’s an 
outstanding statistic. But 
Michael is a great rebounder 
for his position. 

Fitch: What Hakeem did in 
the playoffs in those last three 
games against the Utah Jazz, 
and against David Robinson, 
and the San Antonio Spurs in 
the Western Conference 
finals, was just outstanding. 
Robinson is a great player, and 
he had a great season. It’s 
pretty hard for a guy to take 
his game to another level 
against a player that good, but 
that’s what Hakeem did: He 


literally took it to another 
level. It was not so much that 
he brought the Admiral down. 
He just jumped up and made it 
look easy. 

Early in his career Hakeem 
would do a lot with his back to 
the bucket. He would fade to 
the baseline. Now he can also 
come out and face up. From 
17 feet in, he may be the best 
shooter in basketball. The fact 
that he can go outside and 
face up makes him that much 
tougher. In the last two to 
three minutes, he knows he 
can set up the shot for himself 
or someone else. And he 
wants the ball in that 
situation. He's not shy. 

Hakeem used to renegotiate 
more contracts than any agent 
in the world, but he has grown. 
up to be the leading example 
of what a player should be in 
this league. If you pick a per- 
son for what he has done on 
the court, one who has not 
overcommercialized himself, 
he’s an outstanding person to 
emulate. 

Karl: The truth is, the reason 
were talking about this is 
because Michael made a few 
mistakes late in games during 
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the Bulls’ semifinal playoff series loss to 
Orlando. There was a little lack of polish 
to Michael's game when he came back to 
basketball, but that will return. As far as 
lacking the lift he had earlier in his 
career, that's natural—but he has added 
so much more to his game. 

Hakeem delivers, and he's the best low- 
box player in the last five minutes of the 
game, but Michael still is ahead of 
Hakeem in winning big games, and he's 
ahead with one more championship. I 
think that’s what we're talking about here: 
the ability to win big games and to carry 
a team in many ways to a championship 
n. Michael has the edge there. He 
has three championships; Hakeem has 
won two. If Charles Barkley had won one 
and Shaq had won one since the Bulls’ 
run, we wouldn't even be having this 
di ion—Michael would still be 
considered the best. But I'm happy for 
Hakeem. He deserves this attention. 
Fitch: Hakeem is a center, and all things 
being equal, you always have to go with 
the big man. He plays hard every night, 
and he practices hard every day. I always 
said that talentwise, he could take it to 
another level, and if he did he'd be men- 
tioned with the immortals. The fact that 
we're sitting here comparing him with 
Jordan, the fact that we mention Bird and 
Magic in the same voice—that’s as high 
as you can go. 

A lot of this is how you handle stardom. 
You still have to enjoy the game. I think 
both of these guys still enjoy the game. 
Olajuwon has been able to keep things in 
perspective through his Islamic faith. 
He's exemplary. There's no better role 
model around. That's one reason he is so 
effective with his teammates. If you're not 
doing it—if you're not making the proper 
play—he'll let you know about it. He’s got 
a little coach in him. 

Olajuwon and Jordan are two great 
ones, but Hakeem is on a roll, and you go 
with the guy on a roll. Besides, if you 
need a tie-breaker, Olajuwon was a better 
soccer player than Jordan was a baseball 
player. a 
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By RICHARD TORRES 


Breaking Into 
the Boys Club 


SPN WORLD HEADQUAR- 
E=: incongruously situated 
in bucolic Bristol, Conn., is a 
beehive of activity. Interns hustle 
their way through a maze of hall- 
ways lined with monitors; news and 
production staffers busily prepare 
for the evening's broadcasts. Robin 
Roberts, one of the three anchors 
for the 6:30 “SportsCenter,” is the 
calm amidst the storm. Tall, ele- 
gant, and unruffled, she is preternat- 
urally at ease on camera and off. 
Roberts has good reason to be. In 
June she signed a six-year deal for a 
reported $3.9 million with ESPN 
and its corporate sister, ABC, that 
grants her wide latitude. She'll host 
ABCs long-running “Wide World of 
Sports” in addition to “Sports- 
Center.” She'll do play-by-play for 
women’s and men's college basket- 
ball, as well as golf and tennis. She'll 
play a primary role in ESPN's cov- 
erage of the 1996 Summer Olym- 
pics and the 1998 Winter Olympics. 
She'll work college and pro football. 
In short, Roberts, who turns 35 later 


Robin Roberts and other women are proving that 
in the world of sports broadcasting, knowledge, 
experience, and talent no longer are male preserves. 


A plan was well in motion. “I 
thought I'd go to ‘X’ size market for 
one to two years, then to a medium- 
size market. By Year 7 I'd be at 
ESPN, then, eventually, a network.” 
Roberts’ blueprint for success was 
eerily prophetic. After her gradua- 
tion in 1983, she breezed through 
radio and television stints as sports 
anchor in Hattiesburg, Miss., Biloxi, 
Miss., Nashville, and Atlanta, before 
joining ESPN in February 1990. 

Roberts certainly picked the 
right place for advancement. While 
the big three networks had been 
using women reporters since the 
early '70s—Kirby cites such pio- 
neers as CBS’s Jane Chastain— 
ESPN was the first national net- 
work to hire women for anchor posi- 
tions. 

“They are the exception,” says 
Lynn Zinser, a sportswriter for the 
Philadelphia Daily News and a board 
member of the Association for 
Women in Sports Media. “ESPN 
has been more willing to try people. 
Only after they've been out on the 


this year, is boldly going where no 
woman has gone before. 

When you set out on that kind of trek, it 
helps to know where you want to go. “To be 
a good sportscaster, you've had to be one of 
those kids who slept with your glove,” says 
media consultant Andrea Kirby, whose own 
sportscasting career began in Sarasota, 
Fla., in 1971. “Robin Roberts has been 
sleeping with her glove since she was 
born, and it shows. You can't fake that 
enthusiasm.” 

Roberts was a superb athlete, and she 
decided to use her basketball talent as a 
springboard to a career in sports journal- 
ism. “I was a natural power forward,” 
Roberts says. “But in high school in 
Mississippi, standing 5'10’-—which was 
considered tall in the late ’"70s—I was 
always the center. I knew that to get a col- 
lege scholarship, no one wanted a 5'10” 
post player. I had to face the goal. So in my 


senior year I never ate lunch.” Instead, she 
worked tirelessly on her outside shot. 

Roberts was accepted at Southeastern 
Louisiana University—where she ended up 
playing center after all. When her college 
career ended, she was third alltime in scor- 
ing and rebounding for the school, with 
1,446 points and 1,034 boards. She graduat- 
ed cum laude with a degree in communica- 
tions—and with her first taste of broad- 
casting, as the sports director for WHMD/ 
WFPR radio. 

“My oldest sister, Sally Ann Roberts, a 
news anchor in New Orleans, is my men- 
tor,” Roberts says. “She'd tell me I'd needed 
more than a degree—I needed experience 
and a job.” Roberts got both. “I banged on 
the door of the local radio station. I asked 
to be sports director. It was a country 
music station. They said, ‘Great, but you 
have to deejay on the weekends’ So I did.” 


air will the networks use them. It 
seems that ESPN trains them, then the 
networks take them away.” 

Today female sportscasters are a com- 
mon sight on the Big Three. Sideline and 
feature reporters such as Hannah Storm of 
NBC, Andrea Joyce of CBS, and Lesley 
Visser of ABC are familiar to viewers. 
Because so many outlets broadcast such a 
diverse slate of games and events, many 
women analysts—Mary Cirillo in tennis, 
for example—leapfrog among networks to 
provide color commentary. 

Women also are slowly making inroads 
into one of sportscasting’s last male bas- 
tions: play-by-play. Last summer Susan 
Waldman called a game for the Baseball 
Network. Has the final door been broken 
down? 

“First, women have to be accepted as 
knowing something about sports,” Zinser 
says. “This is where newspapers have 
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made greater progress than television. 
Women sportswriters are on staff in most 
major markets. 

“In TV on the local level, the situation is 
absolutely pathetic. As for play-by-play, 
maybe soon [it'll be a staple], but unfortu- 
nately there are so few women on that local 
level to get into that feeder system to the 
major markets.” 

“Tove doing play-by-play,” Roberts says. 
She considers the Connecticut/Tennessee 
women!s basketball game she covered last 
January to be one of her broadcasting high 
points. “No. 1 vs. No. 2. [UConn’s] Gampel 
Pavilion is packed; millions of viewers are 
watching. As a woman who played basket- 
ball, | almost had tears in my eyes knowing 
that people are seeing this fast-paced, up- 
and-down cliffhanger of a game. I caught 
myself forgetting I'm a broadcaster and 
getting caught up in what I was seeing. 
Play-by-play gives exciting, immediate 
gratification.” 

Now it’s time to step up to men's sports. 
“This year on ABC, I'll be doing play-by- 
play for college basketball,” Roberts says. 
“I'm looking forward 
to it—eventually, I'd 
love to do NBA 
games. I've also been 
approached for col- 
lege football. It’s 
intriguing. 

“I remember the 
first time I heard 
Gayle Sierens, who 
did a Kansas City vs. 
Denver game for NBC 
in the ’80s. I thought, 
‘That's weird. Now, 
there weren't any mis- 
takes; she did a fine 
job, and her voice 
wasn't distracting— 
but it was odd to hear a woman's voice say- 
ing, ‘third-and-10? When women step into 
sports we don't play, people have a problem 
with it. That's a big barrier to overcome.” 

Women sportscasters, at least for now, 
also must maintain a balance of femininity. 
“['m very aware of it,” Roberts says. “You 
can't be too beautiful or too sexy, but you 
have to be attractive. It’s a double-edged 
sword. Sometimes I get a little angry about 
it because I know that in regard to my male 
counterparts, it doesn’t matter. They can be 
overweight, bespectacled, not considered 
handsome, and it will not matter how peo- 
ple look at them. But it’s a part of society. 
It's no different than if you're working at 
IBM. It’s part of things women have to face. 

“I'm secure enough not to be bothered 
by it, but as I get older and more into jour- 
nalism and making a difference, I get angri- 


er and want to say: ‘Listen to me. Don't look 
at me—listen to what I'm saying’ That’s 
one reason I think I'll go back to radio: 
People listen—they don’t care what you 
look like.” 

Like other female sports journalists, 
Roberts must combat the unfortunate lega- 
cy of Phyllis George. A former Miss 
America, George broke new ground when 
she joined CBS's pregame show in the ’70s. 
She later was replaced by Jayne Kennedy. 
Neither was hired for her football acumen. 
“People often ask: Did they help or hurt?” 
Roberts says. “They helped in that we had 
a point of reference. We're able to say, 
‘Remember back in the '70s?’ Kennedy and 
George did what was expected of them. 
They weren't supposed to know the Dallas 
Cowboys’ defense—they were supposed to. 
know the Dallas Cowboys wives. For what 
they were expected to do, they did an 
admirable, difficult job. But that would not 
fly today.” 

You might think Roberts’ path was dou- 
bly difficult given that she is a woman and 
black. Her view: “I'd have to say people see 


me first as a woman doing sports. Because 
sports is a man’s world, they see gender 
first. The fact that I’m black plays into it 
down the road. 

“Basically, I'd feel like a hypocrite if 1 
said, ‘You know, it’s been hard. Look at 
what I've done. Look at the contract I've 
just signed. I'm very blessed and fortunate. 
I was around people who allowed me an 
opportunity. But I was prepared, and now 
I'm reaping the benefits. I'd also be naive if 
I didn't say there were assignments I felt I 
was ready for that I didn’t get. It could have 
been youth. I've never allowed myself to 
see that ‘ism, be it racism or sexism.” 

Roberts participates in many mentor 
programs. “When young black women call 
me, I know it’s going to be difficult for 
them,” she says. “I’m just glad I can share 
some of my experiences. Recently, 80 


young black women from a New Haven 
camp, aged six to 17, came to ESPN. I gave 
a talk in the studio. I looked into this sea of 
faces. Some of them didn't care about 
sports, but they did care about the fact that 
here was a black woman who is succeeding 
in life. They were saying to themselves, ‘I 
also want to succeed. I may not want to be 
a sportscaster, but to be able to carry 
myself like that and do those things? When 
you see those young people looking for 
advice—well, that’s pretty heady stuff.” 

If Roberts is a role model, she also had 
some great ones: Her father was a 
Tuskegee Airman, a member of the distin- 
guished squadron of black pilots that flew 
in World War II, and he rose to the rank of 
colonel in the Air Force. Her mother was 
the first in her family to receive an educa- 
tion, and later she became chairperson of 
the board of education for the state of 
Mississippi. 

“Everywhere my parents have gone, 
they've been the first, first, first, first,” 
Roberts says. “So I come from a long line 
of trailblazers. Of that, I'm very proud. The 
fact that I'm a black woman doing sports is 
nothing compared with what my ancestors 
have done. The least I can do to honor 
them is fulfill the dream I have.” 

More and more women sportscasters 
are fulfilling theirs, and they are mutually 
supportive. “Lesley Visser was one of the 
first people to call me when I signed my 
new contract,” Roberts says. “She told me, 
‘You go, girl’ I have so many letters from 
women telling me, ‘Go, girl’ From the 
Women’s Sports foundation to [ESPN's] 
Andrea Kremer, we're a sorority. We're very 
tight. We help each other. It doesn’t matter 
if we aren't on the same network. 

“It's different from my male counter- 
parts. It’s not cutthroat competition. We 
know if we do well, everyone will benefit— 
just like, right or wrong, if one of us women 
makes a mistake we all are going to be 
labeled. So we all try to do well.” 

Now she's signed until the year 2001, 
and she's looking forward to new chal- 
lenges. “My dream is to be an Olympic 
host,” says Roberts, who anchored ESPN’s 
Barcelona coverage and will do the same 
in Atlanta. “I'd also like to be mentioned in 
the same breath with Chris Berman and 
Bob Costas. 

“I don't want to be an answer to a trivia 
question. I want to have longevity and 
a positive influence, to continue to evolve 
and grow. I want people to tune in a major 
sporting event and have me there hosting 
it—no big deal. Just pop open a cold one 
of your favorite beverage. Robin's there; 
so what? That’s the highest compliment 
to me.” a 
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ANDALL CUNNINGHAM STRETCH- 

es his 64’ frame onto a couch in 

the Philadelphia Eagles press room 

and puts his hands behind his head. 
Looking up at his inquisitor, he smiles. 
“OK, I'm the patient and you're the psychia- 
trist,” he says. “Go ahead.” 

A daunting but tempting prospect. 
Plenty of people would like to poke around 
inside Cunningham's head, find out what 
makes him tick..Now in his 11th NFL sea- 
son, the three-time Pro Bowl quarterback 
can be as elusive off the field as he is on it: 
Just when you think you have him, you find 
out you don’t. He’s infamous among 
Philadelphia-area media for contradicting 


INSIDE INTERVIEW 


understand me.” It’s why some people 
think Cunningham is as scatterbrained as 
he is strong-armed. He says people would 
know otherwise if only they knew the real 
Randall Cunningham. The problem is, he 
doesn’t let many people see the real Randall 
Cunningham. 

Eagles fans are more interested in see- 
ing the real Cunningham on the football 
field. They're just not sure which one to 
expect: the quarterback who is scrambling 
or the one who is scrambled up. 
Cunningham has run for more yardage 
than any other quarterback in NFL history, 
but he also missed almost all of the 1991 
and 1993 seasons because of leg injuries. 
Despite his breathtaking skills, he has led 
the Eagles to just one playoff victory. He's 
been MVP of the Pro Bowl, and he's been 


From Philly 


Is the Eagles quarterback an enigma? Let the man 
himself tell you why he is, and why he isn’t, and 
why no one knows the real him but him 


By KEVIN NOONAN 


himself, sometimes in the same sentence. 
On occasion he'll start to make a succinct 
point about an important issue, then drift 
off on some obscure tangent. 

Cunningham realizes he’s a conundrum, 
but he can't help it. “I know sometimes I 
say things in the wrong way,” he says. “It's 
something I’m guilty of. That’s one of my 
faults. 

“A lot of people don’t understand it, 
which is why I don't get as frustrated about 
people bid ae understand me. But 'm 
not an enigma, I’'m not anybody difficult. 
But I can ubderstand why people don’t 


benched. Now nobody is sure which 
Cunningham is the real deal. 

When the team announced it would run 
a 49ers-style “West Coast” attack this sea- 
son under new coach Ray Rhodes and 
offensive coordinator Jon Gruden, 
Cunningham's detractors doubted his abili- 
ty to adjust. His boosters, though, ex- 
changed high fives at the very thought of 
their man freed from conservative coach- 
es, finally surrounded by a system that 
suits his many talents. 

Time will tell. Cunningham's future in 
Philly still may be in doubt, but the present 


is just fine, thank you. He has a new coach 
and a new outlook, and he's convinced the 
two will help him once again be one of the 
NFL's top quarterbacks—a player so 
unique that fans hesitate to leave their 
seats when he's on the field for fear they'll 
miss a play they've never seen before and 
never will again. 


INSIDE SPORTS: After last season, when 
you were benched for the last two games 
and the Eagles lost their last seven, are you 
surprised still to be in Philadelphia? 
RANDALL CUNNINGHAM: You want to 
know the crazy thing? If I had left here, I'd 
probably have gotten a $4 million signing 
bonus and a $1.7 million salary, so I'd have 
made more money than I'll make this year. 
But that wasn't my destiny. My destiny was 
to be on the team I'd be happy playing 
with. 

Last year people wrote me off, but in 
California, Raiders fans were saying, 
“Come out here! Come out here!” Arizona 
fans said, “Come out here! Come out here!” 
That's all I heard this offseason. They were 
happy at the thought I wasn't going to be 
playing for Philadelphia, that I could come 
and play for them. 

IS: You made no effort to hide your displea- 
sure when Rich Kotite benched you last 
year in favor of Bubby Brister, in effect 
making you a scapegoat for the losing 
streak. How did that affect you? 

RC: | lost a lot of confidence, but I think we 
as a team lost confidence. That's what hurt 
so much—that we lost confidence in who 
was controlling us. That's bad, when play- 
ers lose confidence in the guy at the top. 
Now it’s different, because coach Rhodes 
controls things and covers all aspects. He's 
a winner—he knows how to win, and it’s 
such a difference. 

IS: When did you suspect you were going 
to be benched? 

RC: | knew before the season started what 
was going to happen. I didn’t want to 
believe it, but I knew going into it, when I 
was receiving fewer reps in practice. You 
know, “Well, we've got to get Bubby ready 
to play.” What? OK, I understand he might 
have to play if I get hurt or something, but 
I'm trying to go out and be successful, so 
can you give me more reps so I can be 
ready? 

We all read through it, as players. I just 
said, “Aw, man, what do we have to go 
through this for? We're doing fine. Let us 
win two more games and get into the play- 
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offs, and we can change the whole thing 
around.” We didn't get to that. The finger 
got pointed at Antone Davis and Broderick 
Thompson [two offensive linemen who 
also were benched] and me. 

IS: You're excited about Jon Gruden, 
your offensive coordinator this season. 
Why are you so 
impressed with 
him? 

RC: I know he's 


me up on this pedestal. For some of the 
critics, it’s like Fball: They put me up on 
this thing, then they want to swing and 
knock me down. 

1S: Youve also been criticized for caring 
too much about your television show and 
other outside interests, and not enough 
about football. 

RC: That's what hurt me in the past. I've 
had so much love inside for the game and 
for my teammates, but sometimes in the 


“Last year we lost confidence in Kotite, 
in who was controlling us.” 


going to make me a better quarterback. 
Sometimes things aren't as good as we'd 
like them to be, and he's not going to get 
down on me. He's going to say, “I'm with 
you, big guy.” And that’s what you need. It 
doesn't matter if you're Drew Bledsoe or 
Brett Favre, we're going to make mistakes 
as quarterbacks. There are going to be 
times when we're going to be 0-for-5 or 0- 
for-3 or O-for-4 on third 
down, in key situ- 
ations. But he’s going 
to stick in my corner, 
and that makes a big 
difference, because 
when you know youve 
got somebody in your 
corner that monkey 
can’t jump on your 
back—there’s somebody knocking the 
monkey off your back. 

IS: After a decade in Philly, you've heard it 
all from the fans. Why do you think they 
cheer you, and why do they boo you? 

RC: I haven't really been booed a lot. I 
think the reason they cheer is because of 
the excitement and the success I've 
brought to the game. I think they boo me 
because so much is said about me that peo- 
ple get sick of hearing about Randall 
Cunningham. You know, “Ah, forget 
Randall Cunningham. What about Ricky 


Watters? Let’s talk about Ricky Watters.” | 


And so many people are opinionated. It's 
just a lot of controversy that gets started. I 
know somebody said if a certain station 
[WIP, an all-sports radio station in 
Philadelphia] didn’t talk about me, their 
ratings would drop. If that’s how much I'm 
talked about in town, that’s crazy. 

IS: Well, you're the quarterback in a foot- 
ball-crazy town. 

RC; It’s just amazing how people have put 


past I was looked at like, “Man, all he cares 
about is Arsenio Hall and Eric Dickerson 
and making money and going to the 
Emmys.” I was invited to do those things, 
and I happened to talk about them because 
Iwas so thankful. 

But I've learned to not even get 
involved, as far as talking about 
this stuff. People look at me like I 


“Rhodes is a winner—he knows how 
to win, and its such a difference.” 


put myself on a pedestal when I do that. 
But you'd be the same way. If somebody 
invites you to go to the Super Bowl and sit 
with Joe Namath and all the guys who have 
been MVP of the Super Bowl, you're not 
going to turn that down. But when you get 
back with the boys and you're sharing your 
good times with them, some of them are 
going to have some animosity, because 
they didn’t. 

s it jealousy? 

RC: I don't know if jealousy is the right 
word, but some people are...judgmental. 
But that’s in the past. The guys are cool 
now. You have so many different personali- 
ties in the game, you can't expect some- 
body to think the way you think. We're all 
different, so we have to do things in differ- 
ent ways. And sometimes that’s when 
things get a little messed up. 

When and with whom do you allow the 
you to come out? 

RC: I get together with my friends. We're 
like a family. I call them up and say, “Let's 


go to Benihana”—we'll go to Benihana five 
times in one week, and we'll all show up 
together and all crack on each other and 
bust up on each other. That's a side of me 
that people don't really see. 

1S: Why don't you let them see it? 

RC: Because they’re going to be judg- 
mental. 

IS: But they're going to be judgmental any- 
way. Why not let them judge you on who 
you really are? 

RC: You know when people get to see me? 
At my TV show. When they come to my TV 
show, I'm me. During the breaks I'm crack- 
ing on people, and we're having fun. I like 
doing stuff like that, to show them, “Look, 
T'm a normal dude,” you know? 

I like to have fun. I can sit here and talk 
to you all day, and you might get the oppor- 
tunity to know me as a person, because 
you'd open your heart and try to under- 
stand me. Forget the judgments you've 
made, how you think I am, and just listen to 
me and understand I'm not trying to put 
one over on you. It’s just me, the way I am. 
IS: You were one of the first successful 
black quarterbacks in 
the NFL, after Joe 
Gilliam and Doug 
Williams. Did you guys 
make it easier for some- 
one like Steve McNair? 
RC; I'll put it this way: 
Things have changed; 
people are just accept- 
ing great talent. It’s 
become more realistic. 
It’s not even a big thing 
anymore. People still 
think about it, but it's more realistic now to 
realize that the best quarterbacks or the 
best players are going to be picked. There 
was no way Steve McNair could not have 
been a top draft pick—the guy’s just too tal- 
ented. The top guys are going to get the 
opportunity, regardless of color. 

Is: Among quarterbacks, only Dan Marino 
and John Elway have longer tenures with 
the same team than you. How has the 
league changed since you were a rookie in 
1985? 

RC: It’s been crazy, man. You know what 
one of the biggest changes is? I can 
remember when there was a lot of solidari- 
ty. Guys wanted to stay on the same team. 
Now the attitude is, “I've got to have a good 
year so I can go play for so-and-so, because 
that’s where I want to be. I'm from Florida, 
so I want to play for Miami.” Or, “Man, I 
can get a $4.5 million signing bonus to go 
to New Orleans or Arizona.” 

You see guys offered a certain amount of 
money—say, $2 million—and if they get 
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hurt, all of a sudden they’re offered the 
minimum: People are looking after them- 
sélves now, rather than looking out for the 
best for their teams. 

IS: Over the years you've gotten more 
vocal about your Christian beliefs. Now 
you're heavily involved with the Eagles’ 
Bible study group. How did that progress? 
RC: When I came in as a rookie I always 
believed in God, but I didn't understand 
what being a Christian was. Reggie White 
[an ordained Baptist minister] worked on 
me my first year, Reggie worked on me my 
second year—you know what I mean. And 
in my third year I said: “OK, I've made a 
decision now. I'm following him until the 
end.” And Reggie said: “He doesn’t expect 
you to be perfect, but he expects you to 
grow like a baby grows. A baby grows and 
becomes a strong man or woman.” 

You've seen me grow over the years to 
where now I stand up for Jesus and for God. 
Ive changed and gotten married, and I've 
made a step I needed to make, because I 
want God to see that I’m true, a true sol- 
dier. I’m in an army that isn’t going to lose. 
God's army isn't going to lose. He’s always 
going to win, and I've just got to make sure 
that I’m a part of it. You don't show you're a 
part of it by talking. You live your life in 
that fashion, and I've learned to do that. 

IS: You live in a palatial house in Las 
Vegas, with telephones and televisions in 
the bathroom and a huge closet full of 
designer suits. The Bible says it’s easier for 
acamel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than it is for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God. Doesn't your lifestyle con- 
tradict your religious beliefs? 

RC: It’s not contradictory when you read 
the Bible. It says all things come from God. 
You acknowledge that and say, ‘God, thank 
you for everything’ And he's only going to 
give you what you can handle—he’s not 
going to give you something you can’t han- 
dle. So when I own a rich house or whatev- 
er, it's because God has blessed me with it 
He sees that I’m enjoying it and I'm appre- 
ciating it. 

IS: You also used to own a big house in the 
Philadelphia area. One of the knocks 
against you was you never shared that 
house with your teammates, which con- 
tributed to your reputation as being aloof. 
Was that fair? 

RC: J had a room built in my basement for 
my team. I put something like $20,000 into 
building this room, so guys could come 
over and watch the fights, shoot pool, what- 
ever. But some guys didn’t come over. 
“Come on over, man.” “Nah, man, I don’t 
want to go to your house, man.” Like my 
wedding in 1993. I invited everyone on the 


team to my wedding. It 
was right around mini- 
camp. I told them after 
the season, sent out 
invitations, set up spe- 
cial tables and every- 
thing. How many guys 
did we get? Eight, 10 
maybe? 

1 go out of my way to 
do stuff. I love my 
teammates. But those 
guys are in the past. 
These [current team- 
mates] are cool. Still, 
some of them have dif 
ferent beliefs, some 
people like to go out 
and do different things. 
IS: So even a lot of 
your teammates don’t 
understand you? 

RC: I'm unknown. The 
real me is unknown. 

IS: But before you said 
you weren't an enigma. 
RC: Nobody is going to 
know me anyway. You 
know what I mean? 
Who spends time with 
me? My wife. My wife 
knows me, because I 
don’t hide anything 
from my wife. I don't 
have to hide anything 
from her. 

Is: Is that why you 
tend to ramble when you talk to the media, 
because you feel you have to hide who you 
really are? 

RC: I'm concemed about what I say. I know 
there are a lot of sharks out there who want 
to eat it up. But the thing I do realize is that 
nobody knows me. And sometimes I wish 
they did. The people at my church, they 
know what kind of person I am. Not 
because I donated a million-something dol- 
lars to the church over the years, not 
because I built a million-dollar facility or 
whatever, but because when they see me at 
church they don't see the football player— 
they see me. They see I come to church 
late, just like everybody else, or I'm stand- 
ing up praising God with my hands in the 
air, just like them. I’m singing songs just 
like them. We're all the same. A lot of peo- 
ple don't see that. They wouldn't take the 
time to go to the church. 

IS: You and your wife, Felicity, are expect- 
ing your first child together. How do you 
think that will change you? 

RC: A lot of people say the stuff that used 
to matter isn't going to matter anymore. 


“Things have changed; things are 
more realistic. The top quarterbacks 
will get picked, regardless of color.” 


The only thing that will matter is the baby. 
I believe that. I listen to my wife's stomach, 
and I hear the baby’s heart beating, then I 
listen to her heart, and it’s a different beat- 
ing. It's amazing. I dated a great lady, and 
things didn't work out, but I took her kids 
for about four years, and I enjoyed it, even 
though it’s a lot of pressure. It would just be 
amazing, man, if God gives me a little boy. 
But I just want a healthy child. 

IS: Will you want your child to play foot- 
ball? 

RC: The first thing I'm going to give my 
child is a Bible. I want my child to play 
whatever—children play whatever they 
want. But I'll tell you one thing: I've got 
Andre Agassi living around the corner, so 
my child might be a tennis player. I’m 
gonna save my money now so I can afford 
to have Andre teach my child how to play 
tennis. Andre's gonna be expensive, man. = 


KEVIN NOONAN has been writing about 
the Eagles since 1981—when Randall Cun- 
ningham was a fourth-string freshman quar- 
terback at Nevada-Las Vegas. 
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ICKERING OWNERS, PLAYERS, AND 

agents dominated the headlines in a 

tumultuous offseason. The negotiations 

for the new collective bargaining agree- 
ment, as well as talk of the decertification of the players union, 
set the tone for the coming season. On the court, the race for the 
NBA championship promises to be as unpredictable and wide- 
open as it has been for years. 

As many as six teams have a chance to win the championship. 
Hakeem Olajuwon’s magnificent playoff performance and 
Houston's inspiring charge to its second consecutive title are only 
memories. Now the Rockets must answer to the revenge-minded 
San Antonio Spurs and the Phoenix Suns, who want to win it 
all in what figures to be Charles Barkley’s last hurrah. 

In the East, the Orlando Magic have a dogfight on their 
hands. A rejuvenated Michael Jordan wants another ring—his 
fourth in six years—and he'll have an entire season to prepare 
for yet another title run. The Indiana Pacers, who pushed the 
Magic to Game 7 in the conference finals, also served notice that 
they're no longer content to be supporting players. 


Here are Bill and Hubie’s picks for the 1995-96 season: 
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To win a third straight 


title, Hakeem Olajuwon 


and the Rockets must 
get past some major 
obstacles, including a 


hungry Shaquille O’Neal 


7, Bullets 


CentralDivision 
1. Bulls 1. Bulls 
2. Hornets 2. Pacers 
3. Pacers 3. Hornets 
4. Cavaliers 4. Cavaliers 
5. Hawks 
6. Pistons 6. Bucks 
7. Hawks: 7. Pistons 
8. Raptors 8. Raptors 
MidwestDivision 
1. Rockets 1. Spurs 
2. Spurs: 2. Rockets 
3, Jazz 3. Jazz 
4, Mavericks 4. Nuggets 
5. Nuggets 5, Mavericks 
6. Timberwolves | | 6. Timberwolves 
7. Grizzlies 7. Grizzlies 
PacificDivision 
1, Suns 1, SuperSonics 
2. SuperSonics 2. Suns 
3. Lakers 3. Lakers 
4. Kings 4. Warriors: 


5. Trail Blazers 5. Trail Blazers 
6. Warriors 6. Kings 

\ 7.Clippers / \_ 7. Clippers _/ 

a \ 

Playoffteams 

Bucks, Bullets, Bulls, Cavaliers, 


Bulls, Cavaliers, Hawks, Heat, 
Hornets, Knicks, | | Hornets, Knicks, 


Magic, Pacers Magic, Pacers 
WesternConference 
Playoffteams 
Jazz, Lakers, Jazz, Lakers, 


Mavericks, Mavericks, 
Nuggets, 


Nuggets, 
Rockets, Sonics, } | Rockets, Sonics, 
Spurs, Suns \ Spurs, Suns 4 


1995-96NIBAPreviev 


MIDWEST 
Houston 
Rockets 

Where they left off: After a 47-35 regu- 
lar season, the Rockets upset Utah, 
Phoenix, and San Antonio, then steam- 
rolled the Magic 4-0 in the Finals for their 
second straight NBA title, 

Key personnel changes: Troubled off 
guard Vernon Maxwell was waived. 

Walton says: Look for a better regular 
son simply because of the presence of 
Clyde Drexler from the start of camp. He 
allows the Rockets to play an uptempo 
style with a lot of ball movement and more 
shots per game, 

Hakeem Olajuwon, unquestionably the 
NBA's best player, will continue his 
onslaught on the league. His play in the 
1995 postseason was a signature perfor- 
mance by one of the sport's all-time great- 
est competitor 

The playoffs also saw power forward 
Robert Horry come ot in the Finals he 
outplayed Horace Grant and regularly hit 
clutch shots. Unlike the cl power for- 
ward, Hot mobile, athletic runner 
who creates space for his dominant post-up 
man, finishes the break, and nails the 
thre 


he Rockets’ biggest concern is that 
they go no more than seven players deep. 
Houston de conventional wisdom 
regularly gets outrebounded and receives 
inconsistent point guard play from Kenny 
Smith—but as long as the Rockets are 
healthy for the playoffs and have Olajuwon 
patrolling the lane, they'll be the team to 
beat. 

Brown's take: Basket to basket, 
this is the quickest team in the league. 
With Olajuwon, Drexler, and high- 
percentage three-point shooting from 
four positions, Houston should chal- 
lenge San Antonio for the best record 
in the West. 


Antonio 


Where they left off: After posting the 
league's best record, the Spurs fell to 
Houston in the conference finals, as Olaju- 
won manhandled center David Robinson. 

Key personnel changes: Point guard 
Doc Rivers is an uni icted free agent; 
small forwards Sean Elliott and Chuck 


Person can exercise their options to 
become free agents. Power forward Terry 
Cummings was released but may be asked 
to return. 

Walton says: The Spurs face critical 
questions: Will Robinson and the team con- 
tinue to tolerate power forward Dennis 
Rodman and his distractions for another 
season? And how productive will 
their aging bench be if it loses 
some key contributors? 

The relationship between the 
Spurs and Rodman is critical. 
When Rodman is committed to 
playing, the Spurs are a terrific 
team that can challenge for the 
title. However, as he showed in 
the playoffs, Rodman can be a 
selfish sideshow who hurts the 
team. 

Robinson must develop more 
skills and become more analyti- 
cal. He must learn how to change 
the flow of the game when he's 
playing against an Olajuwon, The 
Houston series had to shock 
Robinson: He stormed through 
the season and won the most 
valuable player award—then 
faced someone better than him 
and didn't know what to do. 

Cummings and River 
be re-signed to maintain a s 
second unit. The Spurs do need 
another scorer to back up shoot- 
ing guard Vinnie Del Negro, who 
has off nights. Look for continued 
improvement from underappreci- 
ated point guard Avery Johnson, 
who creates opportunities for a 
maturing Elliott. 


down, but both are coming off their best 
seasons. Utah must find a way to take scor- 
ing pressure off Malone with better 
perimeter shooting, particularly from small 
forward. Power forward Adam Keefe gives 
the frontcourt another active, physical 
player who isn't afraid to mix it up. 

The Jazz again will count on their sec- 


We know Robinson can jam—but will he ever 
develop the stuff to handle Hakeem? 


Brown’s take: Elliott, Person, 
and Rivers must be re-signed. With a 
healthy Robinson and a controlled 
Rodman, this team has the firepower 
and rebounding to win the West. 


Utah 
Jazz 

Where they left off: The Jazz had their 
best regular season ever (60-22) but failed 
to put away Olajuwon and the Rockets in 
the first round. 

Key personnel changes: Utah lost 
small forward Blue Edwards to Vancouver 
via expansion. Power forward/center Tom 
Chambers, point guard John Crotty, and 
center James Donaldson are unrestricted 
free agents. 

Walton says: At some point Karl 
Malone and John Stockton will have to slow 


ond unit for big-time production. Two keys 
are the return of center Felton Spencer, 
who lost 48 games to an Achilles injury, 
and the development of rookie Greg 
Ostertag as his backup. Unfortunately, 
Utah lost Edwards and may lose 
Chambers, and still doesn’t have any back- 
court bench to support Stockton and off 
guard Jeff Hornacek. 

Utah will continue to put heat on 
Houston, San Antonio, and Phoenix—but 
the Jazz don't have anyone who can match 
up with Olajuwon. They'd better hope 
Houston stumbles against somebody else. 

Brown's take: Center will be key this 
season, which puts a lot of pressure on 
Ostertag. Bench play was the main 
reason Utah won 60 games; it remains 
to be seen who replaces Chambers 
and Edwards on the second unit. 


28 


INSIDE SPORTS 


~ PLAYERS. 


s To 


SPORTS (ia 


— PELOTS HAVE FLIGHT SIMULATORS 


TINEBAGKERS 


FLUID 3-D MOTIO 
CAPTURED ACTION 


SUPERIOR ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE 


REAL TIME SGI. 


Y RENDERED GRAPHICS 
- EVERY MEL PLAYER 


AVE THIS GAME. | 


ALL GO NELTAAMS [Eeememiie 
REAWISTICSPURSUITS JEctmnegm 


| OVER 90 SPE G@HRIC 
PLAYER BEHAVPORS 


MULTIPLE VIEWING 
ANGLES 


[ PLAYER STATS 
- FLYING HELMETS 


O NFL FULL CONTAST” Zs 
wouen | 


Where they left off: The Mavericks 
improved by 23 wins despite losing shoot- 
ing guard Jim Jackson for 31 games 
because of an injury. First-year point guard 
Jason Kidd made a huge impact. 

Key personnel changes: Power for- 
ward Doug Smith went to Toronto. Power 
forward/center Lorenzo Williams is a 
restricted free agent. 

Walton says: Dallas’ young All-Star-cal- 
iber players—Kidd, Jackson, and small for- 
‘ward Jamal Mashburn—provide long-term 
stability. Now coach Dick Motta must build 
around them. 

The Mavs’ biggest need is big, strong 
people who can rebound and fight down 
low. Motta tried to address that shorteom- 
ing by drafting power forward/centers 
Cherokee Parks and Loren Meyer. Parks 
will have to show he can play the rugged 
physical game under the basket, but his 
offensive range and mobility will leave the 
middle open for Dallas’ Big Three to create 
offensively; plus, Parks’ high-post passii 
should be a perfect fit for Motta's offensive 
scheme. The bulky Meyer provides re- 
bounding depth at center, 

The strength of this team is its offense. 
Kidd, the floor leader, h keen under- 
standing of how basketball is played. His 
creativity and willingness to make 
sacrifices on the court for his teammates 
remind me of how Bill Russell and Magic 
Johnson played the game. 

The Mavericks are still a few proven 
frontcourt players away, but they're certain- 
ly headed up. 

Brown’s take: Parks and Meyer 
definitely help at center, but Dallas 
must improve its shooting (.440) and 
defense (106.1 ppg) if it is going to 
make the playoffs. 


Denver 


Where they left off: GM Bernie 
Bickerstaff took over as coach in February 
and led the Nuggets to the final playoff 
seed. Denver was swept in the first round 
by San Antonio. 

Key personnel changes: Small for- 
ward Rodney Rogers and 1995 first-round 
draft choice Brent Barry were traded to the 
Clippers for rookie power forward Antonio 
McDyess and point guard Randy Woods. 
Denver traded power forward Brian 
Williams to the Clippers for center Elmore 
Spencer. 

Walton says: The healthy return of 


Ai 


Uneasy Rider: The wayward Wolf doesn't have pl 
many shots left to get his career in gear. 


Minnesota 
Timberwolves 

Where they left off: With the 
fifth 60-loss season in their six- 
year history. 

Key personnel changes: 
Centers Sean Rooks and Stacey 
King are restricted free agents. 
Minnesota drafted high school 
sensation Kevin Garnett. 

Walton says: The best thing 
about this organi 
manager Kevin McHale. His con- 
tributions and stabilizing 
influence will have a great 
impact—but he'll find it’s much 
easier to be a great player than it 
is to teach others how to be 
great. 

The Timberwolves 
Garnett's ph 


like 


20 pounds, he’s an excellent 
er who runs the floor, blocks 
. scores from the post and 
the perimeter, and plays every 
frontcourt position, 

A major weakness for 
Minnesota is rebounding, where 
the Wolves ranked dead last. 
Power forward Christian 
Laettner needs to develop a 
‘al presence that will set a 
tone for the team. Shooting and 


last season becau cture in 
his right knee, a clutch 
player, a tough inside force, and a leader. 
MeDyess will provide additional firepower 
and potentially, should Ellis remain inac- 
tive, another star. 

Center Dikembe Mutombo anchors the 
defense, but he must improve his overall 
game. He didn’t play well against David 
Robinson in the playoffs: six points and 6.3 
rebounds to Robinson's 19 ppg and 6.7 rpg. 
It's one thing to put up good regular-season 
statistics; its something else to turn those 
stats into victories in big games. 

Denver's biggest concern is point guard. 
The Rockets must commit to either 
Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf, Jalen Rose, or 
Robert Pack. When there are too many 
quality players at one position, particularly 
at point, too much substitution can create 
dissension, confusion, selfishness, and lack 
of flow. 

Brown's take: Ellis’ condition is 
critical. Plus, Denver must improve on 
a home record of 23-18 and get better 
defense from the backcourt. 


turnovers are further problem 
areas. Power forward Tom Gugliotta has 
been a welcome addition. 

Swingman Isaiah Rider is at a critical 
juncture in his career. He has had enough 
wake-up calls; he needs to see the light and 
commit himself fully to the team. 

The Wolves certainly aren't an immedi- 
ate threat for the championship, but they 
hope this is the season that will be the 
springboard to respectability. 

Brown's take: Garnett has highlight- 
film potential. The Wolves must learn 
to win at home, and must improve 
their rebounding and three-point 
shooting. The minus-9 point differen- 
tial also must improve. 


Grizzlies 

Roster: Point guards—Greg Anthony, 
Derrick Phelps, Trevor Ruffin. Off 
guards—Lawrence Moten, Byron Scott, 
Gerald Wilkins. Small forwards—Blue 
Edwards, Doug Edwards, Reggie Slater. 
Power forwards—Rodney Dent, Kenny 
Gattison, Antonio Harvey, Larry Stewart. 
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Centers—Benoit Benjamin, Bryant Reeves. 

Walton says: The first job for GM Stu 
Jackson and first-time coach Brian Winters 
is to build team spirit, pride, and cohesive- 
ness among players other clubs didn’t 
want. Scott, a quality veteran, may find it 
difficult to stomach finishing his career on 
a team years away from playoff contention; 
T wouldn't be surprised to see him on a con- 
tender before the season is over. On the 
other hand, expansion is a great opportuni- 
ty for players such as Ruffin—a guy who 
can fill it up but who never got the opportu- 
nity with Phoenix. 

The rookies should get a lot of playing 
time. Reeves is a hard worker who under- 
stands the game; he has nice hands and 
solid low-post moves. But you hate to have 
anyone’s NBA role model be the under- 
achieving Benjamin. Moten was a big scor- 
er at Syracuse, but he must improve his 
shooting percentage to be an effective out- 
side threat in the NBA. Unlike Reeves, 
though, he has a veteran model in Scott, 
who'll show him the right approach to the 
game. 

Expansion teams are difficult to build 
sive roster changes every 
extremely important that Jackson 
and Winters don't saddle themselves with 
huge, long-term salary-cap problems that 
will prohibit effective personnel maneuver- 
ing in the immediate future. 

Brown's take: The Grizzlies have 
excellent guards for an expansion 
team, and a presence at center in 
Reeves and Benjamin. However, it’s 
going to be a struggle night in and 
night out for Winters and his staff. 


PACIFIC 
Suns 


Where they left off: Despite losing 
Danny Manning because of a knee injury 
halfway through the season, Phoenix won 
the Pacific. Once again, though, the Suns 
fell to Houston in the second round. 

Key personnel changes: Point guard 
Elliott Perry, power forward Wayman 
Tisdale, center Danny Schayes, and off 
guard Danny Ainge are unrestricted free 
agents. 

Walton says: The continuing question 
is whether the Suns have enough in the 
middle to challenge the teams with great 
centers. They hope 27-year-old Italian for- 
ward/center Stefano Rusconi will help, but 
they also must stay healthy for a whole 
season. Manning, Tisdale, power forward 
Charles Barkley, and point guard Kevin 


Johnson missed a combined 102 games last 
season. 

Second-year shooting guard Wesley 
Person should continue to improve. Last 
season he averaged 10.4 points per game, 
and shot .484 from the field, including an 
impressive .436 from three-point range. 
Swingman Dan Majerle must refocus on 
playing a complete game rather than limit- 
ing himself to the three-pointer. 


The Pacific war could come down to a battle of 
floor generals: Payton [with ball] vs. Van Exel. 


off guard Kendall Gill was traded to 
Charlotte for off guard Hersey Hawkins 
and small forward David Wingate. 

Walton says: The offseason trade of 
Gill was good—the Sonics eliminated a 
personality problem between Gill and 
coach George Karl and acquired compara- 
ble talent in Hawkins and Wingate. 

While Seattle waits for point guard Gary 
Payton and power forward Shawn Kemp to 
become the superstars every- 
body expects them to 
become, swingman Nate 
McMillan and power for- 
ward/center Sam Perkins 
remain the heart and soul of 
the team. But the 31-year-old 
McMillan has ankle prob- 
lems, and Perkins, 34, eventu- 
ally will start feeling the 
years. 

Kemp can't rely forever on 
overpowering or outjumping 
people. He must develop a 
more disciplined game with a 
complete offensive arsenal. 
Payton has improved consid- 
erably over the past few sea- 
sons, but he must continue to 
develop as the team’s emo- 
tional leader if Seattle is to 
make a run at the Finals. 

The regular season is an 
appetizer for the playoffs. In 
the past two years Seattle's 

S were badly 
exposed: The Sonics have 
problems against solid re- 
bounding and shot-blocking 
front lines, and against terrific 
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Because of their winning atmosphere, 
the Suns are the franchise every player 
wants to be a part of today. Providing they 
stay healthy and re-sign their key free 
agents, they'll again challenge for a berth 
in the Finals—as long as Hakeem and the 
Rockets aren't standing in the way. 

Brown's take: As usual, the Suns will 
win during the season—but will 
Barkley be ready to dominate in the 
playoffs? Will Manning play at the 
same level? 


Where they left off: The Sonics under- 
achieved for the second straight season, 
again falling in the first round of the play- 
offs. 

Key personnel changes: Disgruntled 


point guard play such as they 
saw from the Nuggets Robert Pack in ‘94 
and the Lakers’ Nick Van Exel last spring. 
These two areas further illustrate how the 
team's fate rests on Payton and Kemp. 

Brown's take: After losing in the first 
round again, the Sonics must improve 
their halfcourt offensive and defensive 
execution. 


Oa 

Where they left off: In coach Del 
Harris first year in L.A., the Lakers went a 
surprising 48-34, then knocked off Seattle 
and nearly upset the Spurs in the playoffs. 

Key personnel changes: Center Sam 
Bowie retired. 

Walton says: The Lakers have a good 
nucleus of young players, led by catalyst 
Nick Van Exel at the point. Like Jason Kidd 
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in Dallas, Van Exel plays with flair. 
However, he must understand that the 
team’s fortunes ride on his ability to per- 
form consistently. 

Small forward Cedric Ceballos blos- 
somed as a scorer (21.7 ppg, .509 shoot- 
ing), but like Van Exel he must work on his 
consistency. Against the Spurs in the play- 
offs, Ceballos dipped to 12.3 ppg and shot 
.385. Swingman Eddie Jones made the All- 
Rookie First Team; he has an explosive- 
ness and physicality the Lakers lacked at 
small forward. Center Vlade Divac enjoyed 
his best statistical season, but L.A. as a 
whole must improve on the glass, where it 
allowed opponents a league-worst 45.8 
rebounds per game. 

The Lakers lose too many home games 
that really good teams should never lose— 
such as Game 6 of the semifinals against 
the Spurs. That inability to close out an 
opponent at home is a result of 
overconfidence and showboating instead of 
taking care of business. 

Brown's take: The Lakers’ strengths 
are halfcourt trapping defense, 
athleticism, and the three-point game. 
Their major flaw is defensive 
rebounding. 


Sacramento 


Where they left off: The Kings missed 
the final playoff spot by two games, but 
their 39 wins was the team’s highest total 
since it moved from Kansas City in 1985. 

Key personnel changes: Small for- 
ward Tyrone Corbin arrived from Atlanta in 
exchange for point guard Spud Webb. 

Walton says: GM Geoff Petrie and 
coach Garry St. Jean are rebuilding this 
team along the lines of the Trail Blazers 
clubs of the early ’90s. I expect the Kings 
to take another quantum leap this season. 

The most valuable player on this team 
remains off guard Mitch Richmond, a 
proven scorer and go-to player who finally 
has received his due. The leader in the 
frontcourt is power forward Brian Grant, 
who averaged 13.2 ppg and 7.4 rpg as a 
rookie last season. Michael Smith is a 
rugged backup for Grant; rookie power for- 
ward Corliss Williamson must prove him- 
self against bigger and taller players, but 
he should be a good one. Versatile swing- 
man Walt Williams finally got into shape 
and posted 16.4 ppg. 

However, the Kings need help at center; 
Olden Polynice and Duane Causwell com- 
bined had just 14.4 ppg and 11.9 rpg. 
Another question mark is point guard, 


where Bobby Hurley, rookie Tyus Edney, 
and Randy Brown will vie for the job. 

Brown's take: The keys for the Kings 
are improving on the road, getting 
consistent production in the middle, 
and limiting turnovers. The darkhorse 
at point guard is Edney. 


Portland 
Trail Blazers 

Where they left off: The Blazers went 
44-38 and were swept by the Suns in the 
first playoffs round. 

Key personnel changes: Power forward 
Otis Thorpe was traded to Detroit for rook- 
ie point guard Randolph Childress. The 
Blazers signed 7°3”’ center Arvidas Sabonis, 
who had been playing in Spain. Small for- 
ward Jerome Kersey went to Toronto in the 


The Kings have the shooting star in Richmond, but 
Sacramento remains unsettled at the point. 


Carlesimo about the direction of the team. 
Veterans play for the prestige of winning 
the NBA title; they're not good in rebuild- 
ing situations. 

At power forward, rookie Gary Trent will 
provide fresh legs and young muscle 
behind aging Buck Williams. Aaron McKie 
and James Robinson will battle for the 
starter’s role at off guard; both need to 
improve on sub-45% shooting. Childress, an 
explosive scorer and excellent three-point 
shooter, will have an opportunity to take 
over at the point. 

A healthy Chris Dudley is expected to 
again be the force that enabled him to get a 
big contract from the Blazers. However, 
the once-great Sabonis, who will turn 31 in 
December and is showing wear, has almost 
lost his opportunity to make his mark at 
the highest level of basketball. 

Brown's take: This 
team lost some major 
talent, including Clyde 
Drexler, in a short span. 
Can Sabonis, who is 30 
and has had injuries, 
keep up with the pace of 
the NBA? 


Where they left off: Ina 
season marred by contro- 
versy and injuries, the 
Warriors hit bottom, finish- 
ing 26-56. They were blown 
out on a regular basis. 

Key personnel changes: 
Golden State acquired point 
guard BJ. Armstrong from 
Toronto in exchange for 
Victor Alexander and 
Carlos Rogers. The War- 
riors drafted power forward 
Joe Smith No. 1 overall. 

Walton says: The lineup 
will feature Tim Hardaway 
at point, Latrell Sprewell at 
off guard, Rony Seikaly at 
center, second-year man 
Donyell Marshall at small 
forward, and Smith at power 


expansion draft. Off guard Terry Porter and 
centers Mark Bryant and James Edwards 
are unrestricted free agents. 

Walton says: The top players are power 
forward/center Cliff Robinson (21.3 ppg) 
and point guard Rod Strickland (18.9), but 
both feuded with first-year coach PJ. 


forward. The first order of 
business for new general manager Dave 
‘Twardzik and new coach Rick Adelman is 
to repair the rift between Hardaway and 
Sprewell, which became public during a 
nightmare season and destroyed the 
team's chemistry. Smith is a fine player, but 
he’s just 20 years old, and his rookie season 
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will be an extremely difficult adjustment. 

Chris Mullin (if healthy) is the sixth 
man, and Chris Gatling provides frontcourt 
depth, but backcourt depth remains a i 
question. The Warriors must improve in Well, he's a 
rebounding and take better care of the ball good listene: 
in order to regain credibility. 

Twardzik and Adelman succeeded in 
Portland with a big, tough front line and 
durable, high-scoring perimeter players. 1 ss 
Adelman’s Warriors lineup is a completely qe genuinely 
different mix. He'll have to show flexibility cares abous 
and adaptability—or else start over. 

Brown's take: This year’s team has world peace... 
the talent, experience, and offensive 
power to win 50 games—providing 
everyone stays healthy. 
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Angeles remote control. 


Where they left off: The Clippers had 
the league's worst record (17-65) and worst 
road record (4-37), second-worst shooting 
percentage (.444), and worst opponents’ 
shooting percentage (496). 

Key personnel changes: Small for- 
ward Rodney Rogers, guard Brent Barry, 
and power forward Brian Williams were 
acquired from Denver. 

Walton says: Coach Bill Fitch knows a 
team can't be built overnight. His biggest 
challenge is to maintain the work ethic and 
team spirit demonstrated last season. 

Rogers and Williams are big and physi- 
cal, and they immediately add toughness 
and consistency to the front line. Teamed 
with Loy Vaught, the team’s leading scorer 
(17.5 ppg) and rebounder (9.6 rpg) last sea- 
son, they give the Clippers a potentially 
solid frontcourt. 

Center remains the major question. 
Charles Outlaw, a 6’8”’ power forward, 
started the majority of games there last 
season, averaging 5.2 ppg and 3.8 rpg. Is 
Stanley Roberts committed enough to bas- 
ketball to control his weight problems and 
rehabilitate from major surgery? 

Barry, a rookie who was acquired in the 
Rogers deal, could be the steal of the 1995 
draft. He's a highly skilled athlete, a good 
shooter, and a creative passer who can play 
both point guard and off guard. Another 
bright spot is shooting guard Malik Sealy, 
who posted a career-best 13.0 ppg last sea- 
son. But he needs to improve on his .435 
from the field. 

Brown's take: Rogers and Williams 
upgrade the front line, but the keys will E N G L | § H L T 
be the health and availability of E A | E R 
Roberts—a potential 20-ppg scorer— Cologne and After Shave 
and the perimeter shooting. 
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ATLANTIC 
Orlando 


Where they left off: The Magic 
finished a roller-coaster season strongly by 
reaching the NBA Finals, where they were 
swept by the Houston Rockets. 

Key personnel changes: Off guards 
Brian Shaw and Anthony Bowie and three- 
‘ott are unrestrict- 


: The Magic should easily 
win the conference, and they're one of the 
favorites to win the NBA title. In order to 
do so, they need to Shaw, Scott, and 
Bowie—three key players in their nine- 
man rotati 
Center Shaquille O'Neal and point guard 
Anfernee Hardawa two of the league's 
premier players. With Scott, power forward 
Horace Grant, and shooting guard Nick 
Anderson thrown into the mix, Orlando 
was the league's top offensive team last 
season, at 110.9 ppg. The Magic are virtual- 
ly unstoppable at home, but they must 
improve on the road, where they had an 18- 
23 record, and at the free throw line, where 
they ranked 27th; they shot .669 from the 
oth the regular season and the 
. Five Magic play hot 70% or 
‘ss from the line for the season. 
Despite the Finals sweep, the Magic 
made tremendous strides. Last season's 
playoff run was a tremendous growth expe- 
one that will only help in this year’s 
title quest. 
Walton's take: The Magic need to 
psychologically regroup from their 
shellacking in the Finals, while Shaq 
and Hardaway need to believe they still 
have to improve. 


New Yori 
Knicks 


Where they left off: After ending the 
season in a flurry, the Ki uffered a dis- 
heartening second-round elimination at the 
hands of the Indiana Pacers. 

Key personnel changes: Coach Pat 
Riley resigned. Point guard Greg Anthony 
went to Vancouver in the expansion draft, 
and small forward Anthony Mason and 
rd Anthony Bonner are unre- 
stricted free agents. 

Brown says: The Knic! ength |. 
season was defense, but the loss 


Anthony and the possible 
loss of Mason and Bonner 
will be felt both on the 
offensive and defensive 
ends. The pressure will be 
on point guard Charlie 
Ward, a first-round draft 
pick in 1994, to step up and 
provide major minutes 
behind Derek Harper. New 
coach Don Nelson will go 
with the Knicks’ strong 
suits: designed halfcourt 
plays and tenacious half- 
court defense—a style he 
had a great deal of suc 
with during the ‘80s, when 
he led the Milwaukee 
Bucks to seven straight 
division titles. 

The window of opportuni- 
ty for this team to win the 
title is closing rather quick- 
he key pla are 
Harper 
s 3, power 
forward Charles Oakley is 
, forward Charles Smith 
and shooting guard John 
Starks are 30—and they 
face a period of a major 
adjustment. The pressure 


Ewing is part of New York’s 30-and-older crowd, 
whose last chance may have slipped out of reach. 


from Knicks fans will be for 
a championship; anything else, and the sea- 
son will be considered a bust. 

Walton's take: A positive environ- 
ment won't be enough—the Knicks 
need to realize that the players make 
plays and coaches make substitutions. 


Heat i 

Where they left off: Replacing 
Kevin Loughery with former assis 
Alvin Gentry didn’t stop the season-long 
slide; Miami missed the playoffs. 

Key personnel changes: Pat Riley was 
hired as coach. Off guard Harold Miner 
was sent to the Cavaliers for a second- 
round pick. The Heat drafted 6’9" power 
forward Kurt Thomas, and a draft-day 
trade brought point guard Terrence 
Rencher and shooting guard Rex Chapman 
from the Washington Bullets in exchange 
for center tokes and power forward Jeff 
Webster. 

Brown s Riley's arrival infuses the 
organization with a feeling that it has a 
chance to win. However, it will take a sea- 
son for this team to adapt to his philosophy 
and blend in its new players. One of the 


first areas Riley will address is defense; 
Miami allowed 102.8 points per game, 16th 
in the league. 

The Heat added a terrific scorer in the 
ear-old Pedrag Danilovic, who aver- 
r 1 ppg last season in the Italian 
league. He'll lift some of the scoring load 
Phomas repre- 
sents the future at power forward; he'll get 
plenty of opportunity to play behind Kevin 

is. However, with John Salley gone, 
Miami could use depth at center behind 
Matt Geiger. For now, Riley must develop 
Danilovic and Chapman at off guard, 
decide where to play Billy Owens, and 
develop a solid second unit. 

Walton's take: Riley will work his 
magic once again. However, this time it 
will take a little longer than he’s used 
to. 


Celtics 

Where they left off: The Celtics went 6- 
4 in the final 10 games to gain the eighth 
playoff spot, and they gave the Magic a real 
scare in the first round before bowing in 
four games. 
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Key personnel changes: Boston fired 
Chris Ford, one of the more underrated 
coaches in the league, and replaced him 
with GM MLL. Carr. Dominique Wilkins, 
the team's leading scorer at 17.8 ppg last 
season, chose to sign a two-year contract 
with the Greek team Panathinaikos. 
Forward Xavier McDaniel is an unrestrict- 
ed free agent. The Celtics picked up small 
forward Eric Williams and power forward 
Junior Burrough in the draft. 

Brown says: After 16 world champi- 
onships, the Celtics are leaving storied 
Boston Garden and entering the new Fleet 
Center with an extremely inexperienced 
coach who has a less-than-average talent 
base. What's more, they have difficulty on 
the road, where they won only 15 games 
last season. 

The loss of Wilkins and McDaniel will 
put a lot of pressure on the rookie for- 
wards, Williams and Burrough, and Rick 
Fox. Second-year center Eric Montross and 
power forward Dino Radja are coming off 
excellent seasons; those two, along with 
Williams and Burrough, represent the 
future of the franchise as it seeks to recap- 
ture its past glory. This season the Celtics 
must settle for a trip to the NBA lottery. 

Walton's take: Carr now has his 
opportunity to show his vision of what 
this team is all about. 


New Jersey 
Nets 

Where they left off: Last season was a 
year of injuries. Power forward Derrick 
Coleman, center Benoit Benjamin, shoot- 
ing guard Kevin Edwards, and rookie cen- 
ter Yinka Dare all missed significant time 
as the Nets went 30-52 and missed the 
playoffs. 

Key personnel changes: Benjamin left 
in the expansion draft, and center Dwayne 
Schintzius, small forward Chris Morris, 
power forwards Jayson Williams and Rick 
Mahorn, and off guard Sleepy Floyd could 
leave as unrestricted free agents. On the 
bright side, the Nets drafted small forward 
Ed O'Bannon. 

Brown says: For the Nets to make any 
kind of noise, their stars—Coleman and 
Kenny Anderson—must play to their 
potential and rebound from subpar sea- 
sons. The Nets also will need to find a way 
to account for the 29 points and 18 
rebounds per game that Morris, Williams, 
and Benjamin combined to produce. The 
arrival of O'Bannon will fill the small for- 
ward void, giving the Nets a much-needed 
offensive threat. 


Despite last season's poor 
shooting—New Jersey 
ranked last in the league in 
field goal percentage at 436 
and 25th from three-point 
range at .319—the Nets 
were able to stay in games 
because of strong rebound- 
ing, shot-blocking, and free 
throw shooting. The return 
of Edwards will be vital to 
the Nets’ off guard position, 
but they need to sign some 
major free agents, especial- 
ly at center, where Dare is 
their only returning player. 

Walton’s take: The 
Nets never will reach 
their potential until 
Coleman realizes what it 
takes to be a winner. 


Philadelphia 
76ers 

Where they left off: The 
Sixers never got going in 
coach John Lucas’ first sea- 
son. Injuries hurt the 


perimeter game; all told, 19 
different players suited up 


) zene Ea 
He's back. For an entire season. Of basketball. 


for Philly. 

Key personnel changes: The Sixers 
selected swingman Jerry Stackhouse No. 3 
in the draft. Swingman Willie Burton and 
point guard Dana Barros are unrestricted 
free agents; Philly signed small forward 
Richard Dumas, who has had several sus- 
pensions for violating the league's sub- 
stance abuse policy. 

Brown says: To make a run at the play- 
offs, the 76ers must re-sign Barros, an All- 
Star last season who averaged 20.6 points 
and 7.4 assists, shot .490 from the field, 
and made 197 three-pointers. Jeff Malone's 
return from injury provides depth behind 
Stackhouse, who will start at two guard, 
but if the Sixers don’t sign Barros they 
would lose their best outside shooter. 

The backbone of this team is its front- 
court, It has size and strength in center 
Shawn Bradley and power forwards 
Sharone Wright and Scott Williams—the 
Sixers were second in the league in shot- 
blocking—and versatility in forwards 
Clarence Weatherspoon and Dumas. 
However, the 76ers were 23rd in field goal 
percentage at .448, which won't get them to 
the playoffs. They also have to improve on 
their league-low 19 assists per game. 

Walton's take: The young raw poten- 
tial is there; now Lucas needs to mold 


it and shape it. It’s time for Bradley to 
make his move. 


Washington 
Bullets 

Where they left off: In Jim Lynam’s 
first season as coach, the Bullets had the 
worst record in the Eastern Conference 
and won only 13 games at home. 

Key personnel changes: The Bullets 
traded guard Rex Chapman and 1995 sec- 
ond-round draft choice Terrence Rencher 
to Miami for center Ed Stokes and power 
forward Jeff Webster. Point guard Scott 
Skiles is an unrestricted free agent. The 
Bullets drafted power forward/center 
Rasheed Wallace. 

Brown says: The Bullets are loaded in 
the frontcourt with power forwards Chris 
Webber and Juwan Howard—former Fab 
Five teammates—and Wallace; small for- 
ward Don MacLean; and centers Gheorghe 
Muresan, Kevin Duckworth, and Jim Mc- 
Ilvaine. (MacLean, the league's most 
improved player for 1993-94, missed 43 
games last season with injuries.) All of 
these players have size, and except for 
Duckworth their average age is just 23. 
Despite this size and depth, however, the 
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Bullets ranked only 24th in the league in 
rebounding. 

The Bullets desperately need a point 
guard who can hit from outside and break 
down the defense when time is running out 
on the shot clock. The best returning peri- 
meter shooter is Calbert Cheaney, who 
shot .453 last season; as a team, the Bullets 
shot just .460, 18th in the NBA. They also 
must better their point differential (24th 
last year, at minus-5.6), 

Walton's take: It’s only a matter of 
how fast these young players will 
develop. If this team falls into place 
and clicks right away, watch out! 


CENTRAL 


Where they left off: Michael Jordan 
returned to lead the Bulls to a 13-4 record, 
but they lost to the Orlando Magic in the 
second round because they couldn't take 
care of the defensive boards. 

Key personnel changes: Point guard 
B,J. Armstrong was taken by Toronto in the 
expansion draft. Power forward Corie 
Blount was traded to the Lakers for future 
considerations. The Bulls drafted power 
forward Jason Caffey to help shore up their 
rebounding. 

Brown says: Obviously, Chicago will be 
a much stronger team with Jordan. He'll 
improve their halfcourt offensive execution 
and—with his ability to block shots, dou- 
ble-team, and shut down opposing off 
guards—he'll help them return to being 
one of the better halfcourt defensive teams. 
Jordan will turn 33 this season, and he 
might see less action, but because of his 
competitive fire I suspect he'll log 38 to 40 
minutes in the big games against con- 
tenders. 

The Bulls’ big question is whether to 
continue starting Toni Kukoc at power for- 
ward or bring him off the bench. In my 
opinion, Kukoc is more effective as a sixth 
man at either small forward or power for- 
ward—coach Phil Jackson can go with 
Jordan and Scottie Pippen in the backcourt 
and Kukoc at small forward—but his role 
could be determined by the effectiveness 
of Caffey, Dickie Simpkins, and Bill 
Wennington. 

The Bulls also must shoot free throws 
better than their .726 mark last season. 
Unless they improve that and address their 
rebounding needs, I don't see them reach- 
ing the NBA Finals. 

Walton's take: To bring the Bulls 
another championship, Jordan needs 


to start over and teach his new 
teammates how to play. 


Indiana 
Pacers 

Where they left off: The Pacers won 
the Central, swept the Hawks in the first 
round, and defeated the New York Knicks 
in an exciting seven-game conference 
semifinal, but came up short against 
Orlando in the conference final. 

Key personnel changes: The Pacers 
lost veteran off guard Byron Scott in the 
expansion draft. Point guards Haywoode 
Workman and Vern Fleming, 
small forward Sam Mitchell, 
and power forward/center 
LaSalle Thompson are unre- 
stricted free agents, 

Brown says: Indiana will 
contend for the conference 
title, led by shooting guard 
Reggie Miller and center Rik 
Smits, who really blossomed 
in the postseason. However, 
small forward Derrick 
McKey, the team’s third-lead- 
i rorer at 13.3 ppg, was 
tent away from 
Square Arena at 
playoff time. He, Dale Davis, 
or Antonio Davis must 
emerge to give the Pacers 
another offensive weapon. 
This year Indiana hopes to 
get backcourt help from 
rookies Travis Best and Fred 
Hoiberg off the bench, espe- 
cially if Best reverts to the 
slashing, penetrating style 
he showed in high school, 
rather than the sporadic 
perimeter game he played at 
Georgia Tech. 

The Pacers are among the 
league's outstanding defen- 


L_ 


poorly and scored only 92.5 points per 
game. 

Key personnel changes: The Hornets 
traded shooting guard Hersey Hawkins 
and small forward David Wingate to the 
tle SuperSonics for off guard Kendall 
Gill. They lost Kenny Gattison in the 
expansion draft, and drafted center George 
Zidek from UCLA. 

Brown says: On offense the Hornets 
will continue to run, led by center Alonzo 
Mourning, power forward Larry Johns 
and point guard Muggsy Bogut 
season averaged a league-bes! 
for every turnover, Charlotte led the league 


4 


~ 


If the Hornets stay healthy, LJ and company have 
what it takes to bump bodies with the Magic. 


sive teams—they held oppo- 
nents to 95.5 points per game, which was 
fourth-best in the league. They'll be 
difficult to score against this season. 

Walton's take: Miller and Smits have 
to play their best in the biggest games 
at the end of the season and at the end 
of playoff series. 


fiomecs 


Where they left off: After posting a 47- 
35 record, Charlotte lost to Chicago in four 
games in the first round, when they shot 


in three-point shooting at .397 and was a 
respectable .474 from the field. Either Gill 
or Scott Burrell, who really came on last 
season before partially tearing his Achilles 
tendon, could emerge as the third scorer. 
improves the Hornets 
is return raises questions 
concerning team chemistry at the offen- 
sive end. 

The Hornets have to improve their 
rebounding; they were 24th in the league, 
at 39.4 rebounds per game. Zidek should 
help in this area and provide a suitable 
backup to Mourning at center; if he does, 
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what happens to veteran pivotman Robert 
Parrish? 

Walton's take: A full season of good 
health for Johnson, Mourning, Bogues, 
and Burrell will bring the Hornets near 
the top of the NBA. 


Cleveland 
Cavaliers 


Where they left off: Though ravaged 
by injuries, the Cavs went 43-39 before los- 
ing in the first round to the Knicks. 

Key personnel changes: The Cavs 
acquired off guard Harold Miner from 
Miami and drafted versatile guard Bob 
Sura and small forward Donny Marshall. 
Shooting guard Gerald Wilkins went to 
Vancouver in the expansion draft. 

Brown says: The key is Brad Daugh- 
erty’s lower back. If hé can play, Cleveland 
starts a front line of Daugherty in the mid- 
dle, either Tyrone Hill or John Williams at 
power forward, and Chris Mills at small for- 
ward. If he can't, the Cavs resort to the 
slow-down game they ran so successfully 
last season. 

Due to their style of play, the Cavs 
finished last in scoring, at 90.5 points per 
game. However, they also held opponents 
to a mere 89.8 points per game, the second- 
lowest mark in NBA history since the insti- 
tution of the shot clock. Winning is the key, 
and coach Mike Fratello and his staff did a 
marvelous job. 

The Cavs ranked second from three- 
point range, at .385, and shot a solid .760 
from the foul line. But their overall field 
goal shooting, at .441, ranked 25th in the 
league. The addition of Miner—a player 
who never has reached his potential, for 
whatever reasons—Sura, and Marshall, an 
excellent three-point shooter and slashing- 
type player, should help. 

Walton's take: Miner will become the 
Cavs’ Reggie Miller, but Fratello will 
scramble to fill the other positions with 
healthy bodies. 


Atlanta 
Hawks 

Where they left off: The Hawks went 
42-40 and were swept by Indiana in the first 
round, where they averaged only 89.3 
points per game and shot just 33% from the 
three-point line. 

Key personnel changes: The Hawks 
traded small forward Tyrone Corbin to the 
Sacramento Kings for point guard Spud 
Webb and drafted power forwards Alan 
Henderson and Troy Brown, swingman 


Donnie Boyce, and off guard Cuonzo 
Martin. Centers Jon Koncak and Andrew 
Lang, power forward/center Greg Ander- 
son, and point guard Jim Les are unrestrict- 
ed free agents; small forward Doug 
Edwards left in the expansion draft. 
Brown says: Now that off guard Steve 
Smith and power forward Grant Long have 
been in Atlanta for a year, the offense 
should improve. The low number of free 
throw attempts per game—23.8, 26th in 
the league—shows the inside game 
remains weak; Henderson will back up 


he had some of those 1996 U.S. 
Olympians on his roster, instead of 
having to wait until next summer for a 
Pippen, Malone, or Olajuwon. 


Milvwvaulkee 
Bucks 

Where they left off: The Bucks were 
3448 and missed the final playoff seed by 
one victory. 

Key personnel changes: The Bucks 
acquired the rights to shooting guard 
Shawn Respert and center 
Eurelejus Zukaukas. Mil- 
waukee lost power forward 
Ed Pinckney in the expan- 
sion draft. Center Alton 
Lister and small forward 
Johnny Newman are unre- 
stricted free agents; point 
guards Lee Mayberry and 
Eric Murdock are restrict- 
ed free agents. 

Brown says: This team’s 
offense is built around its 
two stars. Small forward 
Glenn Robinson is the com- 
plete package, averaging 
21.9 points and 6.4 re- 
bounds per game, with 
terrific perimeter range. 
Power forward Vin Baker 
averages 17.7 points, 10.3 
rebounds, and 1.4 blocks— 
but he must improve at the 
line, where he shot just 
593. 

If the Bucks are to make 
the playoffs, center Eric 
Mobley must play more 


The rebuilding continues apace in Milwaukee, 
where Big Dog should assert himself big-time. 


than 46 games—and he 
+ must produce in the games 
he plays. Rebounding and 
shot-blocking are primary 
needs; both Mobley and 
Marty Conlon constantly 
are overpowered in the 


Long at power forward, but center becomes 
a major concern because of a lack of depth 
or consistent scoring in the big games. 
Free agent losses could really deplete this 
already problematic area. 

The strength of this team is its defense; 
the Hawks allowed just 95.3 points per 
game last season, third-lowest in the NBA. 
However, in order to make the playoffs, 
Lenny Wilkens’ team will have to play to its 
maximum potential. 

Walton's take: Poor Lenny has his 
work cut out for him. He only wishes 


paint. 

However, the Achilles’ heel for is the 
play of their backcourt. Mayberry, 
Murdock, Todd Day, and Jon Barry turned 
the ball over a lot and shot a combined 42%, 
they need to improve that number to at 
least 48%. Respert will help the perimeter 
game. He'll get every opportunity to play 
major minutes. 

Walton's take: The patience and 
wisdom of coach Mike Dunleavy will 
pay off in a surprising year for the 
Bucks that will quiet all of the Big Dog 
detractors. 
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Detroit 


Where they left off: The Pistons went 
28-54, were last in the East in road victories 
with six, and didn’t make the playoffs. 

Key personnel changes: Detroit draft- 
ed power forward Theo Ratliff, point guard 
Randolph Child , small forward Lou 
Roe, and center Don Reid. Childress was 
traded to Portland for power forward Otis 
Thorpe. Center Oliver Miller went to 
Toronto in the expansion draft. 

The Pistons could have a 
ing unit with guards Joe 
Dumars and Allan Houston, forwards 
Thorpe and Grant Hill, and Mark West at 
center, Hill will be expected to assume a 
larger leadership role. He'll direct the 
team's offens point forward, the role 
Scottie Pippen has played for the Bulls in 
recent ye: 

A major concern is the depth and tough- 
ness of the front line. The addition of 
Thorpe—a consistent 16-point, 10-rebound 
player—Ratliff, Roe, and Reid will help 
there. Coach Doug Collins has assembled 
a team of slashers, shot-blockers, and guys 
who can run the floor, which will make 
Detroit a much better pressing and trap- 


ping team defensively and open up things 
offensively. However, because the East has 
become much more competitive, the 
Pistons will face an uphill battle to make 
the playoffs. 


Roster: Point guards—Damon Stouda- 
mire, Keith Jennings, B.J. Tyler. Off 
guards—wWillie Anderson, Jimmy King. 
Small forwards—Jerome Kersey, Ed 
Pinckney, Carlos Rogers, Doug Smith, 
Dontonio Wingfield, Power forwards— 
Victor Alexander, Tony Massenburg, John 
Salley, Andres Guibert. Centers—Acie 
Earl, Oliver Miller, Zan Tabak. 

Brown says: An expansion franchise 
obviously has to consider a lot of variables, 
but defensive rebounding, defense, and the 
development of players are your prime req- 
uisites. I expect the Raptors to be a full- 
court team, playing a pressing, trapping 
defensive style. 


Coach Brendan Malone will field a rela- 
tively talented team, The backcourt will 
feature lottery pick Stoudamire—a great 
three-point shooter and a solid penetra- 
tor—at point guard; Jennings, a former 
Warriors point guard, will back him up. 
The off guard will be Anderson. The 
Raptors will run an uptempo offense to 
keep the games exciting, but they'll find it 
difficult to win. Not only is talent an issue, 
but developing respect with the referees is 
at crunch time. 


has some very interesting prospects—and 
since the Raptors aren't expected to win 
anytime soon, don't be surprised if they 
package some of their frontcourt players in 
trades to contending teams in order to 
stockpile future draft picks. 


s to climb out 


Special contributors BILL WALTON and 
HUBIE BROWN worked with senior associ- 
ate editor JouN Hareas on this article. 
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HE VOICE FROM THE NEW 
Jersey Nets public relations office 
ounds every bit as anonymous 
and mechanical as one of those telephone 
messages that say, “The number you have 
reached is not in servi ” Only this is 
the live voice of one “Christy,” responding 
to a request for a phone interview with 
Nets coach Butch Beard. “He is in and out 
and unavailable,” Christy says in sing-song 
cadence, apparently unaware of the non 
sequitur of being “in” and “out” and 
“unavailable” all at the same time. Willis 
Reed, the general manager? “He is in and 
out and unavailable,” she repeats, sounding 
like a human metronome. 

Several days earlier, in response to simi- 
lar requests, the PR offices used the 
excuse of the labor dispute to say that Nets 
players were unavailable for interviews, 
despite the fact that two of them—Rick 
Mahorn and PJ. Brown—did consent to 
interview requests made through their 
agents. Still, according to the PR office, 
everyone—management, players, ball- 
boys—were in and out and unavailable. 

Remember those words when consider- 
ing the New Jersey Nets, a supposedly tal- 
ented but certainly indifferent bunch who 
won a paltry 30 games last season and 
failed to make the playoffs for the sixth 
time in nine years. “In and out and unavail- 
able.” For a team that often fields just eight 
or nine players for practice—forcing as: 
tant coach Jerry Eaves to suit up to give 
the team 10 bodies—that phrase has a spe- 
cial meaning. 

Actually, “in and out and out to lunch” 


d praises “good. 
a ettort, ” as if that 
constitutes some 

kindof heroi 
or moral 


eat 
ory: 


may better capture the commitment and 
mental outlook of New Jersey's most impor- 
tant players over the past several years. 
Last spring, guard Rex Walters said sever- 
al of his teammates needed to “get their 
heads out of their asses.” Brown, a forward, 
concurred, accusing certain players of 
“major attitude problems” and observing 
that the way some of his teammates played 
and practiced was a joke. 

The powers that be aren't exactly follow- 
ing the seven principles of enlightened 
management. After lo , the painfully 
polite Beard seems pleased to tell the gath- 
that his team “gave a good 
if effort constitutes some kind 
of heroic feat or moral victory. No fines are 
levied against players who miss practices, 
who don't tie their shoelaces, or who per- 
form with indifference. Draft picks are 


kind of hard to swallow. Derrick Coleman, 
Kenny Anderson, Chris Morris? All were 
lottery picks, and all have talent any team 
would covet. 

An alternative view—call it the “Player 
Accountability Theory”—says if they're 
ever to get the most out of their talent, the 
Nets players, particularly Coleman and 
Anderson, need to undergo a complete self- 
inventory and conduct themselves like, 
well, professionals. It also suggests players 
who think they've achieved greatness 
should check the stat sheets for a more 
realistic evaluation. 

The “Managerial Malaise Theory” 
agrees with the previous but contends that 
the problem starts at the top. We might 
also call this the “Morris Theory,” after the 
perennially discontented former Nets for- 
ward. During an interview after the final 


“Whoo 


When even Derrick Coleman, the New Jersey Nets’ 
supposed superstar, doesn’t care about his team, 


should anyone else? 


baffling. And last year Nets management 
actually contemplated changing the team 
name to the “New Jersey Swamp Dragons.” 

Is there something in the air in East 
Rutherford, 12 miles from New York City? 
Do toxic fumes seep up from the surround- 
ing swamps and turn players and manage- 
ment into zombies? Does this franchise 
suffer an inferiority complex vis the 
Knicks across the Hudson River? Is 
eternal curse hanging over the club for 
sale of Julius Erving to the Philadelphia 
76ers in October 1976—the same way the 
Boston Red Sox offended the baseball 


an 


, gods when they sold Babe Ruth to the 


Yankees in 1919 

Where the blame lies depends on 
whom you listen to. Theories abound. 
One—eall it the “Short on Ability Theo- 
says that the Nets players just aren't 
as good as they're made out to be. That's 


By KENNETH SHOULER 


game of last season, Morris went off, refer- 
ring to Nets management as “dumb and 
dumber” and saying that playing for the 
Nets is like living out “a death sentence.” 

You wonder if even after adding all three 
theories together, there isn't more to this 
team that needs explaining. Hall of Fame 
center and INSIDE Sports special contribu- 
tor Bill Walton says the problem with the 
Nets is at the same time simpler and much 
more problematic. He lays the blame 
squarely at the feet of Coleman, the team’s 
biggest talent and biggest star. “The only 
three positive things about the Nets are 
Butch Beard and Willis Reed and the nice 
arena they play in,” Walton says. “I have 
nothing good to say about the Nets. 

“To me it all comes down to what 
Derrick Coleman brings to a team. He's a 
player who plays for himself, and for all the 
wrong reasons. He plays for money, not for 
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the joy or love of competition and for being 
part of a team. Until he changes his atti- 
tude, I just don't see things turning around 
with the Nets, When your star player has 
all the ability but has a bad attitude and a 
bad philosophy, it’s virtually impossible to 
build a championship team.” 

Walton has played for some of the best 


coaches the sport has known, but even the 
likes of John Wooden or Jack Ramsay can’t 
do much if the star player is intransigent. 
“The question you have to ask is, ‘Is 
Coleman going to change?” Walton says. 
“The longer his behavior continues, the 
slimmer the chance he will do so. Every 
single coach—from the losing coaches to 


the Hall of Fame coach- 
es—says the same things. 
But you learn from coach- 
es whom you have respect 
for, whom you believe in, 
who are doing the right 
things. Players like 
Derrick Coleman have 
rarely shown any respect 
for coaches, teammates, 
fans, or for the beauty of the 
sport of basketball.” 
Arap sheet of absurd inci- 
dents involving the Nets 
over the last year defines the 
mental attitude of this team. 
Early last season Coleman 
missed practice when his 
1950s-vintage car allegedly 
broke down on his drive in. 
Then, after Anderson was 
AWOL from practice, Cole- 
man issued his famous re- 
sponse to a reporter's request 
for a comment: “Whoop-de- 
damn-do.” Anderson threw a fit 
after being removed in the 
fourth quarter of a game in 
favor of backup guard Chri 
Childs. Morris refused to tie his 
shoelaces. Coleman didn't want 
to wear a suit on Nets flights; he 
gave the team a blank check to 
cover an eventual $40,000 in fines. 
Coleman made his biggest 
splash when he labeled Utah 
Jazz power forward Karl Mal- 
9] +one—the perennial All-Star, 

} =member of two Dream Teams, 
and paragon player at Coleman's 
position—an “Uncle Tom.” 
Malone, who has been scoring off 
assists from white teammate John 
Stockton for 10 years, was baffled 
by the remark but said little in 
response; he just came into town 
and thoroughly whipped Coleman 
on the court. “We gave him a 
chance to retract the remark,” says 
John Brennan, Nets beat writer for 
the Bergen (N.J.) Record. “But he 
didn't take it back.” 
No, the Nets beat is never boring, 
= For a team that went 30-52 last sea- 
son, the scribes had plenty to write 
= about. “It was truly the inmates run- 

ning the asylum,” says Brennan. Adds 

New York Daily News writer Frank 
Isola, “With the lunatics on this team, I 
have to keep telling myself, ‘This is profes- 
sional basketball.” 

Coleman's uninspired play against 
Malone mirrored countless similar games 
from the entire team. The Nets’ 30-win sea- 
son came on the heels of a 45-37 campaign 
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in 93-94 and a 9 mark the 
season before. Had they 
played poorly in 93-94, they 
could have attributed it to the 
death in June 1993 of Drazen 
Petrovic, the shooting guard 
who seemed destined to 
become perhaps the best NBA 
player from E 
one of the bes 
history of the I 's LS. special con- 
tributor and TNT analyst Hubie Brown. 
“He was a great percentage shooter and a 
high-percentage three-point and foul shoot- 
er, He always got his shot if the play broke 
down.” Without Petrovic, though, New 
Jersey still made the playoffs in 1994. 

And then came the beginning of the 
journey into the abyss. 

The Nets had dominated the 
the regular season, embarr: 
four games to one. Quite a rivalry had 
developed, and some predicted New Jersey 
would upset New York in the playoff 
Anderson was coming off b 
as a pro (18.8 points, 9.6 
per game). He was a 1994 All-Star Game 
ter and seemed to be asserting himself 
as one of the league's best point guards. 

But the Knicks were waiting for 
Anderson in the playoffs, They swarmed 
him and made him pick up his dribble. 
Knicks guards John Starks—who a year 
earlier had broken Anderson's wrist with a 
hard foul in the lane—and Derek Harper 
played bump-and-run with the much small- 
er Anderson, who made only 35% of his: 
and 66% of his free throws in the 
average dropped from 
ing the on to 6.8 in the 
sgular season Was 


Knicks in 
sing them 


s his hangover. 
His numbers were down last 
Anderson made just 


ason, too. 
39.9% of his shots and 
averaged 17.6 points and 9.4 a: Says 
Hubie Brown: “ the most overrated 
guard ever to come into the league.” 

NBC analyst Matt Guokas was coach of 
the Orlando Magic when Anderson left 
Georgia Tech after his sophomore year in 
1991. He chuckle: he recalls the com- 
parisons of Anderson to Magic Johnson 
some people were making at the time. “We 
thought he might become as good as Nate 
Archibald,” Guokas says. That's not Magic 
Johnson, but it’s not 
bad, either. However, 
a look at the record 
shows that so far, the 
similarity between 

Archibald, a Hall-of- 
Famer, and Ander- 
son stops at the fact 

that both stand 611” 

and weigh less than 

170 pounds. 
first four seasons in the league 
Archibald made 47% of his shots and aver- 
aged 24.9 points and 8.5 assists. In 1973 he 
became the first player to lead the league: 
in points and assists in the same son. 
Along with Bob Cousy, Isiah Thomas, and 
Stockton, he’s one of the great small 
guards in the history of the NBA. 

Anderson's four-year numbers are noth- 
ing like Archibald’s. The Nets guard has 
averaged 15.3 points and 7.8 assists—not 
bad for a point guard, but hardly Hall of 
Fame caliber. And his field goal percentage 


is a paltry 41%. Here's how Anderson com- 
pared with other point guards in the league 


Player, Team PPG APG Pct. 
Anfernee Hardaway, Magic 20.9 7.2 .512 
Gary Payton, SuperSonics 20.6 7.1 .509 
Dana Barros, 76ers 20.6 7.5 .490 
Tim Hardaway, Warriors 20.1 9.3 .427 
Rod Strickland, Trail Blazers 18.9 88 .466 
Kenny Anderson, Nets 17.6 9.4 .399 
Mookie Blaylock, Hawks. 17.2 7.7 425 
Nick Van Exel, Lakers 16.9 83 .420 
Kevin Johnson, Suns 15.5 7.7 .470 
Sherman Douglas, Celtics 14.7 6.9 475 
John Stockton, Jazz 14.7 12.3 542 
Avery Johnson, Spurs. 13.4 82 519 
Scott Skiles, Bullets 13.0 7.3 .455 


Coleman, on the other hand, has 
responded well to postseason pressure. In 
each of the three playoff series he has been 
in, he increased his scoring from the regu- 
lar season. In the Knicks series in '94 he 
averaged 24.5 points, an increase from his 
season mark of 20.2, when he started in 
the All-Star Game—but Coleman took too 
many shots against New York and made 
less than 40% of them, The Knicks em- 
ployed a gang-tackling defense, avenged 
their regular-season losses, and dumped 
the Nets three games to one. 

Last year neither Coleman nor Anderson 
returned to the All-Star Game. Asked why, 
both blamed “poli Guokas scoffs. 
“What is said about Coleman is a factor in 
his not making the All-Star team,” he says. 
“When coaches get ballot, they remem- 
ber how players played against their 
teams. When I was a coach, I looked at who 
ving. When you look at the 
‘e down in the standings for a 
tar players are not doing it.” 

Coleman is all the more frustrating 
because of his immense talent. “When I 
look at Coleman, I think he has all the abili- 
ty in the world,” Guokas says. “He can han- 
dle the ball, post up, shoot outside, dish off. 
But it doesn’t look like he's working hard, 
and then there's the reputation of not play- 
ing hard in practice. That filters down, He's 
not getting the most out of his talent. He 
has to look in the mirror and say, ‘Why are 
they paying me all this money if I'm not 
doing what I'm supposed to be doing?’” 

In Coleman people see a potential triple 
threat—a Scottie Pippen or a Larry Bird— 
who could achieve high numbers in scor- 
ing, rebounds, and assists. “There's no 
question there's more to DC than what you 
see,” says teammate PJ. Brown. “He's one 
of the most talented forwards in the 
league. The passing and the dribbling— 
even Shawn Kemp can't do the things he 
does. I've only known him two years, but 
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there's definitely more. He could be the No. 
1 power forward. Malone is considered 
that, but there’s no question he’s better 
than Malone.” Yet Coleman routinely is out- 
played by Malone when they go head to 
head—and it doesn't go unnoticed. 

“T focused on that matchup the last time 
we played,” Brown says. “Malone out- 
played him. He doesn't have all the talent 
DC has, but he's strong and fast, and it's 
like the wise vs. the young. The older you 
get, the wiser you have to be. Malone didn't 
try to outmuscle DC—you try to keep your 
physical attributes but try to use your 
head.” 


since Petrovic’s death in 1993 were a 

first-round playoff loss in 1994 and a 
disappointing 1994-95 season, you might 
attribute it to a psychological letdown over 
the loss of their well-liked shooting guard. 
But the trouble goes much deeper. Just 
look at their drafts. 

In 1993 the Nets selected Walters ahead 
of Sam Cassell and Nick Van Exel. Walters 
averaged 3.4 points and eight minutes per 
game as a rookie, 6.5 points and 17.9 min- 
utes in his second season. In contrast, Van 
Exel averaged 13.6 points and 33 minutes 
in his first season with the Los Angeles 
Lakers, and 16.9 points and 36.8 minutes in 
his second as he led L.A. on a surprising 
run in the playoffs; Cassell has played a 
crucial role in the Houston Rockets’ con- 
secutive championships. They're two of the 
best young point guards in the league. 

Preparing for the 1994 draft, Nets man- 
agement knew its greatest need was a 
shooting guard. Wesley Person was avail- 
able when the Nets were to choose at No. 
14 in the first round, and they were ready 
to select him. Then, at the last minute, 
Reed insisted the team select 71” center 
Yinka Dare, a native of Nigeria who had 
played two seasons at George Washington 
University. Dare’s one field goal attempt in 
1994-95—an airball—was evidence that the 
Nets had not found their shooting guard. 
To add insult to the injury that forced Dare 
to miss all but one game of his rookie sea- 
son, the team left him available in the 
expansion draft, along with center Benoit 
Benjamin. Benjamin was picked by the 
Vancouver Grizzlies. Dare remains a Net. 

Still, Guokas sees some reason in the 
Dare selection. “Other Eastern teams have 
the big centers, so the Nets wanted one 
too,” he says. “There's no question he was 
raw, but you could see where they were 
coming from with that pick.” 

Person proved to be exactly what the 
Nets had needed—but he proved it with 
the Phoenix Suns. The 66” sniper aver- 
aged 10.4 points and 23 minutes as a rookie 


I: the worst things about the Nets 


and was accurate (43.6%) from three-point 
range. When Nets shooting guard Kevin 
Edwards suffered an injury after 14 games 
last season, the decision to pass on Person 
came back to haunt New Jersey. 

Still, Walton dismisses much of this 
“blame management” thinking. “A lot of 
teams passed on Van Exel,” he says. “And 
when I saw Dare early in his [college] 
career I was hugely impressed with his tal- 
ent. He has raw talent and a giant upside.” 


rown has had his fill of the 

rancor he and the Nets expe- 

rienced in 1994-95. “I'm con- 
cerned about that ‘underachiever’ 
label attached to this team,” he says. 
“I don't consider myself an under- 
achiever at anything. I would like to 
try to erase that term.” 

The team has lost several players 
since last season. Benjamin, last 
year's starting center, is gone. So are 
Morris, Jayson Williams, and 
Dwayne Schintzius. Mahorn, close to 
the end of his career, remains 
unsigned. However, the Nets drafted 
UCLA's Ed O'Bannon, a great all- 
around player who can replace Morris at 
small forward (ignoring concerns about his 
arthritic knee), and they get back Edwards, 
who was averaging 14 points when he suf- 
fered an Achilles injury last year. 

Management has displayed a newfound 
resolve. Following Morris’ public criticism, 
Reed refused to re-sign him. Team presi- 
dent John Spoelstra sent a letter to season- 
ticket holders, saying the Nets were getting 
rid of players who didn't give an honest 
effort and didn’t care about team success. 

Before Reed let Morris leave, people 
wondered about his softness toward play- 
ers. Knicks broadcaster Walt Frazier, who 
played on two title teams with Reed, 
couldn't believe the nonsense his former 
teammate was taking from his collection of 
enigmas and malcontents. Guokas, though, 
says its not the GM's job to motivate, psy- 
choanalyze, or baby-sit his players. “I grew 
up playing against Reed,” Guokas says. 
“He was a fierce competitor—no nonsense, 
all business. He carries himself with digni- 
ty. I don't think Willis Reed should stomp 
around and carry a whip and get things 
done that way. It’s not his responsibility. He 
tries to treat them like professionals.” 

Couldn't Reed levy more fines to punish 
bad behavior and get the players in line? 
“Coleman laughs at that,” Walton says. 

Mahorn has been on teams with “bad” 
attitude before—the Pistons of Thomas, 
Bill Laimbeer, Dennis Rodman, Mark 
Aguirre, et al—but “bad” for those champi- 
onship Detroit teams meant guys came to 
practice and to the games to do a job. “I got 


my hard hat on and we went to work,” 
Mahorn says. The implication is that the 
Nets lack the kind of drive and leadership 
it takes to win. 

“I hope everyone comes with a new atti- 
tude this year,” says Brown, the Nets’ lead- 
ing shot blocker last season. “I thought last 
year that everyone could have put out a lot 
more—not just Kenny and DC. I think I 
can help with that leadership and be a little 
more vocal.” 


“The Nets can turn around, but it’s up to 
Coleman,” Walton says. “It has to be a per- 
sonal thing to change. He has to look him- 
self in the mirror and say ‘I am not happy 
with being the league's highest-paid player 
on a team that doesn't win?” 

Coleman, entering his sixth season, 
must turn his attitude around. Anderson 
must return to the form that made him an 
AllStar two years ago and assert his lead- 
ership. Management gave him the wheel of 
the team, but he has failed to steer it. 

If the Nets continue to wallow in the 
ineptitude of last season, the jokes that now 
are heaved at the Mets in the New York 
area will be directed at a franchise across 
the Hudson that deserves them more. = 


KENNETH SHOULER wrote about the mat- 
uration of Orlando Magic center Shaquille 
O'Neal on and off the court in the June 1995 
issue of INSIDE SPORTS. 
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To get the skinny on all the contenders 
in the race to the World Series, we asked two 
big-league managers who have been there 


American League Analysis by TOM KELLY 
National League Analysis by JIM LEYLAND 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 


You Gotta Like: Cleveland and the 
Boston Red Sox are well-balanced teams 
that have similar trademarks: strong line- 
ups with balance between left-handed and 
right-handed hitters. The Indians have 
speed at the top of the order in Kenny 
Lofton and Omar Vizquel, they're strong 
up the middle defensively, and they have 
all kinds of power throughout the lineup. 

Warning Sign: Some baseball people 
think that left-handed starters have a bet- 
ter chance to beat Cleveland, but with this 
lineup—a good balance of left-handed and 
right-handed hitters—the Indians are capa- 
ble of beating anybody, no matter who they 
face in the playoffs. 

The Short-Series Fact 
are very dangerous in a short 
ble of scoring runs in bunches. They also 
have the ability to come back and win 
games in the late innings, a quality they've 
shown all season, They have a good mix of 
veteran and younger players. Lofton is one 
of their biggest advantages; keeping him 
off ba: a big key to any short series, 
because pitching against their lineup 
becomes double trouble if he gets on base. 
Vizquel can cause problems, too, but not on 
the magnitude of Lofton. 


Dneron 
BOSTON f 

You Gotta Like: Boston, like Cleveland, 
has a well-balanced lineup, with speed and 
power. Perhaps most important, the Red 
Sox have shown they can hit in clutch sit- 
uations late in the game—a must for any 
team in the postseason. Like most teams 
that have seasons like the one Boston has 
had, a lot of Red Sox players are having 
outstanding years at the same time. The 


right side of the infield—shortstop John 
Valentin and third baseman Tim Naeh- 
ring—has played the field and hit extreme- 
ly well. Troy O'Leary, Lee Tinsley, Mo 
Vaughn, Jose Canseco, and Mike Greenwell 
have been consistent and always are dan- 
gerous. Willie McGee has been a great 
addition, and Mike Macfarlane is very dan- 
gerous—he's a big threat in clutch situ- 
ations late in the game. 

Warning Sign: | don't see the Red Sox 
having any disadvantages. They are very 
good. An injury to a key starting pitcher 
would endanger their chan though, and 
Roger Clemens and Erik Hanson have 
been hurt some. That's possibly the only 
thing that could damage them. Boston's 
defense isn't the best in the league, but the 
offense can make up for most miscues. 

The Short-Series Factor: The pitching 
staff is very solid, with Clemens, Hanson, 
and Tim Wakefield starting, and Rick 
Aguilera coming in at the end. Long relief 
is Boston's only suspect spot—but if you 
need long relief, you're probably in trouble 
anyway, Also, with the Red Sox enjoying a 
big lead in the standings down the stretch, 
they should be well-prepared for the play- 
offs. 


Angels is leadoff man Tony Phillips. 
Keeping him off base is important. He sets 
the table for the rest of the lineup, which 
becomes much better if he reaches. 

Don't underestimate the Angels lineup. 
The middle of the order is loaded, and 2 
California has the advantage of having two 
switch-hitters in the middle: Chili Davis 


At the plate and In the field, Vizquel’s 
Indians have been flying high all year. 


52 


INSIDE SPORTS 


and J.T. Snow. Center fielder Jim Edmonds 
is having a great year, maybe even an MVP 
year. Left fielder Garret Anderson has a 
great shot at rookie of the year. 

Warning Sign: The Angels have some 
speed, but not a lot. The loss of shortstop 
Gary DiSarcina will hurt. He was having a 
fine season, with both the bat and the 
glove. The Angels have power, but I don’t 
think they have as much as the other con- 
tenders. Injuries to some of their starting 
pitchers may catch up to them, and their 
middle relief could be a question mark. 

The Short-Series Factor: The Angels 
are strong at the end of the game, with Lee 
Smith and Troy Percival in the bullpen, but 
the key will be their top two starters: Mark 
Langston and Chuck Finley must win. If 
they don't, the Angels are in trouble. Left- 
handed starters will have a better chance 
to beat the Angels than righthanders. 


TEXAS RANGERS 


You Gotta Like: The Rangers have an 
explosive club. They can score runs in a 
hurry, and in bunches. They have speed at 
the top of the lineup with Otis Nixon and 
Mark McLemore, and they follow those 
two with quality hitters in Will Clark, Juan 
Gonzalez, Mickey Tettleton, and Ivan 
Rodriguez. All of those guys can lose the 
ball over the fence, so it’s important to 
keep Nixon and McLemore off the bases; 
those two make the middle of the line up 
work. Rusty Greer has developed into a 
force, and Be has gotten better as his 
rookie year has 

Warning Sign: The i injury to third base- 
man Dean Palmer hurt the Rangers. He 
was set to have a big year. Pitchers Bob 
Tewksbury, Bobby Witt, and Kenny Rogers 
must be at the top of their games for the 
Rangers to compete, and closer Jeff Russell 
must remain healthy to give the Rangers 
someone to lock up the games at the end. 

The Short-Series Factor: Texas has 
plenty of power, but it's mandatory that the 
Rangers get great starting pitching and 
solid defense if they're going to win. 


ann 
SEATILE MARINERS 

You Gotta Like: The Mariners bullpen 
can be very good. Jeff Nelson is having his 
best season. Bill Risley throws hard. Norm 
Charlton and Bobby Ayala can get it done 
at the end of the game. Seattle also has two 
of the best hitters in the game: Edgar 
Martinez is one of the top clutch hitters 
around, and Ken Griffey Jr. is back into 
game shape after recovering from his bro- 
ken wrist. 

Warning Sign: The Mariners’ defense 
hasn't been perfect, but Seattle has the 


know how to take advantage of 
mistakes: Don Mattingly, Wade 
Boggs, Paul O'Neill, and Mike 
Stanley. They have power from 
the left side of the plate and a 
deep bullpen with John Wette- 
land, Steve Howe, and Bob 
Wickman. 

Warning Sign: The Yan- 
kees don't have a lot of speed, 
and they've had to depend on 
some young starting pitching. 
They need to have another 
veteran starter besides Cone 
or McDowell ready to go in 
the playoffs. 

The Short-Series Factor: 
The veteran aces could domi- 
nate a short series, The 
Yankees have a few good short 
men in the bullpen, and they 
have some veterans who know 
how to win. Given what they've 
gone through this season, if 
they make the playoffs they 
could be tough in October— 
because they'll have gotten 
past the toughest part of the 
year for them. 


MILWA 


You Gotta 


Like: 
Brewers have done a great job 
and have surprised a lot of peo- 
ple. They found some starting 
pitchers who've all done com- 
mendable jobs: Brian Givens, 


The 


mE 


Steve Sparks, Jamie Mc- 


Rogers and the rest of the Rangers starters must 


be in top form for Texas to make noise. 


Andrew, and Scott Karl. And 
Ricky Bones has been a staff 


offense to offset the problems in the field. 
The Short-Series Factor: With Randy 
Johnson and Andy Benes, the starting 
pitching puts Seattle in a strong position to 
win a short series. In addition, the middle 
of their order is particularly tough to pitch 
to this year. Mike Blowers is having a 
supe! son, and you simply cannot make 
a mistake to Jay Buhner. Tino Martinez has 


turned into one of the better players in the 
game. When the bottom of the order 
comes up, the Mariners like to use the hit- 
and-run. 


You Gotta Lik New York has two ace- 
type starters in David Cone and Jack 
McDowell—guys who know how to win 
and have been in the postseason. The 
Yankees have good left-handed hitters and 
a deep lineup, and they've got a lot of hit 
ters who know how to play the game and 


leader since they lost their 
No. 1 starter, Cal Eldred, early in the sea- 
son with an arm injury. 

Two keys to Milwaukee's success are 
defense and clutch hitting. The Brewers 
don't give up a lot of unearned runs due 
to errors, and their hitters were near the 
top of the majors all season in producing 
with runners in scoring position. With BJ. 
Surhoff, Darryl Hamilton, Dave Nilsson, 
John Jaha, and Kevin Seitzer, the Brewers 
lineup is better than a lot of people think. 
Phil Garner and his staff have done a 
superb job of keeping the team competi- 
tive. 

Warning Sign: The pitching staff is the 
key. The starters have to pitch outstanding 
baseball if Milwaukee is to advance. 

The Short-Series Factor: The Brewers 
have experienced hitters in Hamilton, 
Seitzer, Jaha, Surhoff, and Joe Oliver. And 
Jose Valentin, Fernando Vina, David Hulse, 
and Jeff Cirillo can contribute with hit-and- 
run ability, as well as base-stealing. 


54 


INSIDE SPORTS 


Meat, potatoes | and vegetables. 
And thats just » one spoonful. 


“Soup that eals slike; a meal, att a 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


ATLANTA BRAVES 


You Gotta Like: That starting pitching. 
Because Greg Maddux, Tom Glavine, John 
Smoltz, and Steve Avery are so good, this 
is not a streaky team. It’s a consistent, 
grind-it-out club. There's nothing flamboy- 
ant or tricky about Atlanta. The Braves 
seem to take a while to get going each 
year—they were five games out in late 
June—but once they get rolling they keep 
steadily moving along. 

With their great starting pitching, and 
reliever Mark Wohlers looking like he 
finally has come of age, they're going to be 
in just about every game. Even when they 
were beating our Pirates teams in the play- 
offs in '91 and '92, there were concerns 
about the bullpen. Those problems seem to 
have cleared up. When a guy with Wohlers’ 
stuff gets his confidence, it’s a big plus for a 
tean 

This team doesn't get emotional. That's a 
tone set by the manager. Bobby Cox never 
appears to get excited. He gives you the 
feeling he knows how things are going to 
work out—and most of the time they do, 
especially against a right-handed pitcher: If 
you have a righthander going against 
Atlanta, you better hope he pitches well. 
Their big four—Fred McGriff, David Jus- 
tice, Chipper Jones, and Ryan Klesko—can 
go up there from the left side and get on 


when Otis 


two-way offensive club 
Nixon and then Deion Sanders were with 
Atlanta. But if the big guys continue to pro- 
vide the big hits, the Braves will be fine. 
Klesko is showing he can handle left-hand- 
ed pitching, too. 

The Short-Series Factor: The pitching 


aff is always going to keep the Braves 
close, so it won't take much to put them 
over the hump. They can have offensive 
slumps and still win, because with those 
arms it doesn't take many runs. I've seen 
those guys in pressure situations first- 
hand, and they pitch their asses off. 


CINCINNATI REDS 


You Gotta Like: This is the best two- 
way offensive club in the league—the Reds 
can beat you with their legs or with their 
power. That's why I have to give them the 
edge offensively over Atlanta. Manager 
Davey Johnson does a great job turning 
those guys loose. He knows they can live 
by the stolen base or home run, whichever 
is working for them. The Reds’ middle 
infield combination of Larkin at short and 
Bret Boone at second is outstanding. 
Although I'm still a Barry Bonds fan when 
you talk about the best player in the game, 
you can make a strong argument for Barry 
Larkin. Larkin certainly is in contention for 
MVP this year. I have tons of respect for 
the way he goes about his busine: 

Jeff Brantley is quietly one of the best 
relief pitchers in the league. John Smiley is 
in that Bret Saberhagen class. He doesn't 
walk anybody, and he keeps his team in the 
game. When a pitcher knows his team is 
going to score runs, he’s more relaxed and 
ends up allowing fewer runs. Picking up 
David Wells from Detroit was tremendous, 
and getting Dave Burba from San 
Francisco, with Darren Lewis and Mark 
Portugal, was a great move. The Reds have 
been very aggressive in that regard. 
Cincinnati has a nice bench, too. Davey 
uses a lot of combinations, which keeps 
everybody in the game. 

Warning Sign: Cincinnati lost its ace, 


Jose Rijo, who underwent arm surgery. 
However, the Reds do have some guys with 
decent arms who are having good years. 

The Short-Series Factor: The Reds 
are a good match for Atlanta. They have 
the left-handed starters in Wells, Smiley, 
and Pete Schourek, which creates a good 
challenge for the Atlanta lineup. And they 
have the speed to steal a run and to give 
the team a lift on defense; they can run 
down some balls that would fall in against 
other teams. 


LOS ANGELES DODGERS 


You Gotta Like: The starting pitching. 
Ramon Martinez, Hideo Nomo, and Ismael 
Valdes are young power pitchers; throw in 
knuckleballer Tom Candiotti, and the 
Dodgers are capable of piling up a lot of 
quality innings. Much is said about the 
defense being a little short, but with the 
pitchers getting 10 or 12 strikeouts a game, 
youre only talking about 17 or 15 outs for 
the fielders to get, and some of those are 
fly balls. Kevin Tapani has given L.A. a 
solid five-man rotation. 

Warning Sign: The Dodgers need to 
diver the offense a little. Chad Fonville 
really sparked them when he started play- 
ing regularly in August. He gives them 
some speed up front to go with their 
power, and Los Angeles became a little 
more creative on the bases, not living and 
dying with the home run as the team had 
been. The Dodgers are a lot like Colorado. 
in the reliance on the long ball, but with 
Fonville playing, Delino DeShields back, 
plus Brett Butler, Jose Offerman, and Raul 
Mondesi, they can put some base-stealing 
pressure on you. 

The Short-Series Factor: L.A’s start- 
ing pitching can dominate, and Todd 
Worrell is a dominant closer. The 


Letter man: Nomo’s ability to pile up the K’s makes up for all those Dodgers E's. 


middle-line pitching is young, and 
time will tell whether it can hold up 
in the heat of the pennant race and 
the playoffs. For the most part, 
though, with their starting pitching 
the Dodgers only need one setup 
guy to get a couple outs and carry 
the game to Worrell. 


COLORADO ROCKIES 


You Gotta Like: The power in 
the Rockies lineup, especially in 
Coors Field. Anybody in their line- 
up can hit it out at home, but the 
big four—Larry Walker, Dante 
Bichette, Andres Galarraga, and 
Vinny Castilla—can go deep any- 
where. That's a lot of offense in a 
hurry. They also have an aggres- 
sive manager in Don Baylor. He's 
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INSIDE SPORTS. 


Bichette leads a Rockies bomb squad in Coors 
Field, but the charge often fizzles on the road. 


National League Champi- 
onship Series—the Rockies 
could build some momentum. 


HOUSTON ASTROS 


You Gotta Like: The 
Astros lineup—when Jeff 
Bagwell is in it. They need 
him, though. Bagwell and 
Craig Biggio are a tandem. 
Bagwell provides two-way 
offense, and Biggio may be my 
favorite player—he and Barry 
Larkin just go about their busi- 
ness. Bagwell can pound the 
ball out of the park, and 
Biggio will hit some home 
runs, too. Derek Bell has 
shown he’s capable of doing an 
outstanding job. 

And the Astros are very 
aggressive on the bases. 
When you get to crunch time, 
you're going to be seeing a 
z damn good pitcher every 
game. Unless you're Atlanta, 
= you've got to create some runs 
to beat that, and Houston has 
the speed to do so. 


not afraid to force the issue. Even with all 
that power, he's doesn't sit back and wai 

When a manager goes into Coors Field, 
the one thing he must avoid is changing his 
team’s style. If you're a running team, you 
still have to run. If you don’t continue to 
run, you find yourself waiting for the three- 
run homer, and it might not come. Don has 
avoided getting into that trap. 

Colorado has a solid defense, anchored 
by shortstop Walt Weiss. He's a big part of 
why things have turned around defensively. 

Warning Sign: The record shows the 
Rockies are a different club at home than 
on the road. They don't have to dominate 
on the road, but they have to be competi- 
tive. They have a good offensive game plan 
at home: They take advantage of their 
park, knowing they don’t have to pull 
everything. That would work on the road, 
too; those guys are strong enough. It’s 
probably a matter of confidence more than 
anything else. If the Rockies can avoid 
falling into some kind of a road phobia, 
they could surprise people in the playoffs. 

The Short-Series Factor: With a 
healthy Bret Saberhagen and Billy Swift to 
anchor the rotation, Colorado could pull off 
an upset. Both are proven winners, and nei- 
ther will feel the pressure; if you get those 
two guys on a roll in October, they can 
carry the staff. Plus, with the first two 
games in the first round at home—and a 
possible home-field advantage in the 


Warning Sign: The young 
kids have to mature in a hurry. Houston 
doesn’t have much in between: The players 
are either very experienced or hardly 
experienced at all. Brian Hunter has been 
great, but he’s still young; so are James 
Mouton, Orlando Miller, and Tony Eusebio. 

The Short-Series Factor: The Astros 
are as capable as anybody, especially if 
Darryl Kile gets straightened out on the 
mound. I've seen him dominate. A rotation 
of Doug Drabek, Kile, Shane Reynolds, 
Greg Swindell, and Mike Hampton can 
compete with anybody. Houston shored up 
the bullpen by adding Mike Henneman to 
go with Todd Jones. 


PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 


You Gotta Like: The veteran nucleus, 
although the Phillies took big hits when 
first Lenny Dykstra and then Darren 
Daulton went down for the season with 
injuries. In Andy Van Slyke, Gregg Jef- 

ies, Mickey Morandini, and Jim Eisen- 
reich, you're talking about quality bi; 
league guys. In spring training it looked 
like this team was going to be an offensive 
machine, but it has had some trouble. Still, 
those guys have the ability to step it up. 

Warning Sign: The Phillies have been 
Jekyll and Hyde this season. Because of 
the inconsistency they've shown, I couldn't 
put them quite in the class of Atlanta and 
Cincinnati. At one point the Pirates had 


scored more runs than Philadelphia—that 
blew my mind, and having talked to man- 
ager Jim Fregosi I know he was puzzled, 
too. The addition of veteran Sid Fernandez 
did help stabilize a young pitching staff. 

The Short-Series Factor: You don't 
know which Phillies team is going to show 
up. Fregosi is a great manager who has 
won a pennant, but losing Dykstra and 
Daulton was a big blow. Dykstra wasn't hav- 
ing a big year, but if you get to crunch time 
and you have a healthy Lenny Dykstra, you 
feel pretty good about your chances. 


CHICAGO CUBS 


You Gotta Like: Their everyday lineup. 
Shawon Dunston, Sammy Sosa, and Mark 
Grace have had big years. Brian McRae 
was a great acquisition: a two-way offensive 
player and fine center fielder with a tenaci- 
ty the Cubs needed. They also picked up a 
much-needed left-handed hitter in Luis 
Gonzalez. Todd Zeile doesn't say much, but 
he drives in runs. The Cubs aren't flamboy- 
ant, but you get their lineup card in the 
manager's office before the game, and you 
say, “Damn, that’s a pretty good team.” 

Warning Sign: Their lead starters 
haven't proved enough for me to put them 
in the Cincinnati-Atlanta class. But if they 
come through, look out, because the Cubs 
have a veteran closer in Randy Myers. He's 
probably not throwing as well as he once 
did, but he’s still capable and knows what 
to do to get outs on days he doesn't have 
good stuff. He has no fear and a lot of guts. 

The Short-Series Factor: The starting 
pitching is a concern, But are the Cubs a 
legitimate long shot? Damn right. 


AN DIEGO PADRES 


You Gotta Like: The job manager 
Bruce Bochy has done. He's been very 
patient. There's no panic. He has three fran- 
chise-type players in Ken Caminiti, Tony 
Gwynn, and Steve Finley. Are they experi- 
enced enough? I don't know, but they're 
close, Bochy has those guys playing hard. 
‘Trevor Hoffman has a great arm out of the 
bullpen, Andy Ashby really has come on, 
and Joey Hamilton is a good pitcher. You 
have to like catcher Brad Ausmus, too; he's 
an asset behind the plate. 

Warning Sign: The pitchers are young, 
but if they continue to develop, things can 
happen. 

The Short-Series Factor: I don't con- 
sider the Padres quite in the same category 
as Atlanta or Cincinnati, but they can get 
there. They play the game the right way. = 


Senior writer Tracy RINGOLSBY and contrib- 
utor Jim SOUHAN worked on this article. 
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soe, the first player drafted in '93 and a Pro 


Bowl quarterback by ‘94. They're not just 
tomorrow's stars—they’re stars of today. 
They headline any list of rising players. 
Plenty of other youngsters are ready for 
breakthrough years, too—ready to burst 
from anonymous players to unanimous 
stars, the way Natrone Means, Leroy 
Hoard, Errict Rhett, Terance Mathis, Ben 
Coates, Chester McGlockton, Merton 
Hanks, and Darren Woodson have the past 
two years. We polled pro coaches and 


scouts to discover the hidden and not-so- 
hidden stars of 95, the guys who will break 
through this season. Here's who we found: 
Running Backs 

q 


With top drait pick Ki-Jana Carter of 
the Cincinnati Bengals out for the season, 


Who'll carry the NFL 


\ shown NF lifers is the stuff of Canton. 


These are the guys the 
league’s talent experts 
say to watch out for 


into the next decade? f- Yeah, it’s early—but what Faulk has 


UCKO KILROY HAS 

drawn NFL paychecks Hi 

as a player, coach, or 

scout since 1943. If it's (\g 
happened in professional 

football since World War II, 

chances are Kilroy was 

there. He’s seen every 

great runner from Bronko Nagurski 
to Barry Sanders—and Kilroy, a con- 
sultant for the New England Patri- 
ots, says Marshall Faulk, in just one 
season, already deserves a place 
among the top 10 or 15 backs in history. 
Ted Marchibroda has been playing or 
coaching in the NFL since 1953. He pre- 
dates the great inventions of our time: 
VCRs and PCs, microwaves and faxes. He 
played with Ollie Matson, a Hall of Fame 
runner and Olympic champion sprinter. He 
has coached Walter Payton, Billy Sims, 
Thurman Thomas, Larry Brown, and Lydell 
Mitchell—and he says Faulk accelerates 
faster than any back in his experience. 
“He goes faster quicker than anybody 
I’ve ever seen,” says the Indianapolis Colts 
coach. “Not just from a standing start, but 
the ability to dart and come to a complete 
stop, then go full speed again almost 
immediately. This guy has amazing quick- 
ness, amazing darting ability.” 
‘You knew about Faulk, the second choice 
in the 1994 draft and the runaway rookie of 
the year. And you know about Drew Bled- 
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no rookie runner figures to come close to 
Marshall Faulk’s 1,282 yards of a season 
ago. Heisman Trophy winner Rashaan 
Salaam, the first-round pick of the 
Chicago Bears, will get a chance, but it's 
doubtful he has the linemen or the quick 
moves to be truly special. Detroit Lions 
personnel director Ron Hughes says 
Salaam “has a chance to be something spe- 
cial” but adds that the Colorado product is 
“not a real nifty guy.” The Bears also want 
to get the ball 10 to 15 times a game to 
Raymont Harris, who calls himself the 
“ultraback.” Rich McKay, the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers vice president of football oper- 
ations, thinks Harris could have a break- 
through season if he gets enough carries. 

James “Little Man” Stewart could be a 
big man in Jacksonville if the expansion 
Jaguars could only block, which they can't. 
New York Giants rookie Tyrone Wheatley 
will run behind a good line; he'll share the 
ball with veteran Rodney Hampton. 

Oakland Raiders rookie Napoleon 
Kaufman will share it with Harvey 
jams. Kaufman is a tough little guy 
with a “great burst” who reminds Raiders 
defensive coordinator John Fox of James 
Brooks. Says Fox: “He may get you two 
yards, one yard, and then boom—there’s a 
30-yarder.” Williams, the Kansas City 
Chiefs’ No. 1 draft choice in 1991, emerged 
last year with 983 yards and 47 catches in 
just 10 starts. He, Kaufman, and line coach 
Joe Bugel give the Raiders their best run- 
ning attack in years. 

San Diego Chargers personnel director 
Billy Devaney picks Williams as a break- 
out back this season. Why? “Two words: 
Joe Bugel,” he says. “The best offseason 
acquisition—player, coach, anybody—was 
Bugel going to the Raiders. Its not Andre 
Rison to the Cleveland Browns or any of 
the other marquee players. Bugel is the 
best line coach that ever was.” 

Devaney also predicted big things for 
Broncos scatback Glyn Milburn, who'll 
catch a ton of passes in Denver's new 
“West Coast” offense. Broncos sixth-round- 
er Terrell Davis and Patriots third-rounder 
Curtis Martin could be this season's rook- 
ie surprises, The third-year surprise could 
be Garrison Hearst, whose first two sea- 
sons with the Arizona Cardinals were prac- 
tically wiped out by injuries. 

The best young back in the NFC Central 
figures to be Tampa Bay's Errict Rhett, 
who ran for 1,011 yards despite just eight 
starts in ’94. Rhett rushed for 192 yards 
against the Washington Redskins, had four 
100-yard efforts in a five-game stretch, and 
drew comparisons to Emmitt Smith. Mc- 
Kay says Rhett is being featured more this 
year and is “one of the most well-condi- 
tioned athletes you'll ever be around.” 


Steve Ortmayer, St. Louis Rams vice 
president for football operations, predicts 
the New Orleans Saints’ 1994 No. 2 draft 
choice, Mario Bates, is headed for a 1,200- 
yard year if he stays healthy. Bates missed 
the start of last season when teammate 
Lorenzo Neal broke his jaw in a bar-room 
brawl, but the big back with 4.4 speed nev- 
ertheless tied three Saints records and set 
a team rookie mark with 141 yards vs. the 
Atlanta Falcons. 

Bam Morris, a third- 


400 completions in 1994 ranked second all- 
time for a season, and his 4,555 passing 
yards eighth. Yet he was only 22 years old 
and in his first full season as a starter. 
Rick Mirer, the second pick overall 
behind Bledsoe in '93, will show vast 
improvement now that he’s running Dennis 
Erickson’s sophisticated passing game and 
now that the Seahawks have rookies Joey 
Galloway and Christian Fauria and veteran 
Ricky Proehl in their receiving corps. 
After those two, though, the list of 
promising quarterbacks fades fast. Craig 


Ed D\, ‘Graken, fourthround draft pick in 32 


After the phenomenal Bledsoe, the 
list of quality young passers is short. 


round heist for the Pittsburgh Steelers in 
’94, ran for 836 yards while sharing the 
rushing load with Barry Foster last season. 
“If Bam played the whole year he'd be a 
Pro Bowl guy,” said Michael Dean Perry, 
who faced Morris three times as a defen- 
sive tackle for the Cleveland Browns in "94. 
With Foster out of the way, Mortis is get- 
ting the chance. 

The best big back figures to be 49ers 
fullback William Floyd, even though he 
was slowed early by sprained knee liga- 
ments. The 49ers expect him to live up to 
his nickname and become the league's best 
fullback, “Bar None.” 


Quarterbacks 


Drew Bledsoe set an NFL season 
record for pass attempts and single-game 
marks in attempts and completions. His 


ranked 10th in passer rating last season 
for Tampa Bay and could lead the Colts to 
the playoffs this year. Mark Brunell, a 
fifth-round pick who barely played in 


J |) two seasons with Green Bay, could be 


Jacksonville’s quarterback for a long 
time. Jeff Blake, a sixth-round 
pick who wasted two years on 
the Jets bench, was spectacu- 
lar in his first three starts for 

Cincinnati last season before 
multiple defenses baffled him. 
This year we'll see if he’s for 
real, or too short and erratic. 
The 1994 first-round QBs, 
Washington's Heath Shuler and 
Tampa Bay's Trent Dilfer, are 
getting their chances as full-time 
starters this season; this year’s No. 1 
draft picks, Steve McNair of the 
Houston Oilers and Carolina's Kerry 
Collins, will spend most of the season 
watching and learning. 


Receivers 


He’s not well-known yet because the 
Bengals have bungled so much, but Carl 
Pickens blossomed into a great receiver 
when Jeff Blake gave Cincinnati a big play 
quarterback. If you project Pickens’ perfor- 
mance in the final seven games of 1994 
over a full season, he'd have 110 catches for 
1,785 yards and 21 touchdowns. 

As it was, Pickens broke the club record 
for receiving touchdowns, tied the club 
record for receptions, and finished fourth 
in club history in season receiving yards. 
He led AFC receivers in scoring and led 
the NFL in catches of 50-plus yards with 
six. His spectacular 11-catch, 188-yard, 
three-touchdown day against Houston 
prompted veteran defensive coordinator 
Larry Peccatiello of the Bengals to say: 
“When you consider how many of those 11 
were great catches, I've never seen a 
receiver have that good a day—and I've 
been on teams with Steve Largent, Art 
Monk, and Charlie Joiner.” 

Pickens pairs with Darnay Scott to 
give Cincinnati the league's best tandem of 
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Conway is starting to hit his stride, 
justifying Chicago's high pick. 


young receivers. They both have great ath- 
leticism, leaping ability, and big-play poten- 
tial. Scott led rookies in receiving yards 
and the AFC in yards per catch in 1994. 
“They're already stars,” says Browns per- 
sonnel director Mike Lombardi. “By the 
second game, we were devising plans to 
slow or stop Scott. When they split to oppo- 
site sides, it’s tough to double either one.” 

Another AFC Central receiver, Pitts- 
burgh’s Charles Johnson, caught 38 balls 
while playing part-time last season, but 
he'll do much better as a sophomore 
because he has greatly improved his 
routes. He’s replacing Eric Green as the 
Steelers’ go-to receiver, and the team will 
open up the offense a little. Steelers All-Pro 
cornerback Rod Woodson says Johnson is 
as good as anybody he's covered. 

Two other 1994 No. 1 draft picks, the 
Giants’ Thomas Lewis and the Lions’ 
Johnnie Morton, are ready to show them- 
selves as both receivers and returners. And 
Ortmayer says Isaac Bruce, a 1994 Rams 
second-rounder, can be a star: “He has big- 
league quickness and the ability to adjust 
to the ball.” 

Bert Emanuel of the Falcons, another 
second-year second-rounder, caught 46 


passes while making the transition from 
college quarterback to NFL receiver. “He 
had a solid year for us, and now that he 
knows our system he'll be able to utilize 
his natural abilities even further,” says 
Falcons coach June Jones. 
The Bears drafted Curtis Conway 
high in 1993 knowing he was a project. 

Now he’s ready to turn potential into 

A v) production. “He's showed more matu- 
». rity and has caught everything 
thrown at him,” says Chicago 
coach Dave Wannstedt. 
»\ “There's no reason he can't be 
our big-play guy on offense.” 
Robert Brooks, in his 
fourth season in Green Bay, 
will catch a lot of passes in an offense that 
features one receiver. Third-year Patriot 
Vincent Brisby also should see addition 
from subtraction, because New England 
must replace the 191 catches of the depart- 
ed Michael Timpson, Leroy Thompson, 
and Kevin Turner. “He's pretty good, and 
the guy throwing to him is awfully good,” 
says Jets personnel director Dick Haley. 
“He could jump out.” 

Speedster Rocket Ismail finally 
learned how to run routes last year, and 
he's poised for a good season for the Raid- 
ers. Devaney says San Diego’s Andre 
Coleman, a big-play return man, also 

will make a lot of big plays as the Charg- 

ers’ third or fourth receiver. Vikings 
defensive coordinator Tony Dungy pre- 
dicts David Palmer will have “a big year 
as a kick returner and Warren Moon's third 
receiver.” Kevin Williams, an explosive 
kick returner, gets a chance to replace 
Alvin Harper as the Cowboys’ deep threat. 

Among rookies, Seattle's Joey Gallo- 
way and Arizona's Frank Sanders figure 
to have the biggest impact, since fourth 
overall pick Michael Westbrook held out 
for most of the Redskins’ training camp, 
and J.J. Stokes missed the early part of 
the season because of a broken hand. 
Promising young tight ends besides 
New England's Ben Coates include 
the Rams’ Troy Drayton, the Saints’ Irv 
Smith, the Jets’ Kyle Brady, and the 
Steelers’ Mark Bruener. 


Offensive 
Linemen 


After the Browns allowed a league-low 
14 sacks in 1994, left tackle Tony Jones 
somehow was ignored in the Pro Bowl bal- 
loting but made Second Team All-Pro. 


Now the Browns think their right tackle, pam i 


Orlando Brown, is ready for similar 
achievements. Nicknamed “Zeus” because 


of his mythic proportions, Brown comes 
from a neighborhood so tough they kill 
people twice. (He attended a funeral where 
gang members came in and machine- 
gunned the casket.) “He is a dominant run- 
blocker, he has incredible size, and he’s 
tough,” Lombardi says. 

Like Jones, Falcons tackle Bob Whit- 
field was overlooked for the Pro Bowl last 
year, but he won't be for much longer. “He 
had a Pro Bowl-caliber season,” Jones says. 
“Now people are beginning to realize just 
how good he really is.” 

The NFLs best young tackle is William 
Roaf, already a Pro Bowler for the Saints, 
but he soon might be passed by Jackson- 
ville’s Tony Boselli, the second player 
drafted this year, once Boselli recovers 
from a preseason injury. Other good young 
linemen include Minnesota's Todd Steus- 
sie, Buffalo's Ruben Brown, Cleveland's 
Steve Everitt, Dallas Larry Allen, and 
Carolina's Blake Brockermeyer. 


Defensive Linemen 


What's the difference between Bengals 
and bonds? Bonds mature. 

That was the rap on two of Cincinnati's 
recent top draft selections: defensive end 
John Copeland in 1993 and defensive 
tackle Dan Wilkinson in '94, Last season 
Copeland had just one sack, one forced 
fumble, one pass defensed, no fumble 
recoveries, and 41 tackles. Wilkinson had 
5.5 sacks after a terrible start, but he 
reported to May minicamp 30 pounds over- 
weight and couldn't finish the required 16 
110-yard dashes. General manager Mike 
Brown noted, “I'd like him to give up his 
free membership at Wendy's.” 

Jim Lippincott, who runs the Bengals’ 


Steussie should anchor the Minnesota 
line well into the next millennium. 


60 


INSIDE SPORTS. 


Boost your 
vertical jump 
5-10 inches. .. 
GUARANTEED! 


Plyometric training has been proven the most effective way to increase 
vertical jump 5-10 inches, sprinting speed .2 sec faster at 40 yds. Builds 
fast twitch muscle fibers for explosive leaping and quickness. Jumpsoles 
are super durable high density platforms that hook & loop strap onto your 
own shoes converting them into state of the art plyometric trainers. Used 
by top athletes with astounding results! Gain slam dunk vertical. Includes 
complete training program. Only $59.95. Guaranteed to boost your ver- 
tical jump 5-10 inches and cut down your 
40 yd dash time .2 sec or your money 
back! Please indicate shoe size. Add $6 
shipping. In Canada/Mexico add $10. All 
other countries add $29. CA residents add 
7.75% sales tax. 


‘Please rush me a pair of Jumpsoles. My friend recently got a 
pair and has already gained 6 inches in his vertical jump. I'm 
blown away." 

- S. McKenzie, Cleveland, OH 


SKS Ys 
Boosts your vertical jump 5-10 inches 
‘or your money back! 


" Inonly 4 weeks I gained 7 inches!" 
-M. King, Miami, FL 


"With your product my friend is now dunding over me. Help!" 
- G. Blackwell, San Antonio, TX 


"My team gained an average of 6 1/2 inches... 1 am truly 
amazed!" 
~ G. Agnitsch, Benicia, CA 


~ VISA MC AMEX 


DISCV or C.O.D. 
Dash 40 yds.2 sec faster Foréign-orders and distributors 
or your money back! ‘all 415-967-4782 


Yes! Rush me a pair of Jumpsoles. | want to jump higher and run faster than I've ever 
before. .. or my money back! 


Enclosed is my check or money order: Metapro Dept. 329 
140 S. Whisman Rd. Mountain View, CA 94041 

———_—— —— Size: Mens __ Womens __ Blk_ White_ 
Visa__MC__Amex__Discv__ 
Card # 


Send to: __ 


Expiration Date: _ 
—— Authorized Signature: 


or, fax this info to 415-967-6680 


Phone:( )_ 


scouting department, says not to worry. 
“Wilkinson has lost some weight, changed 
his body composition quite a bit, toned up. 
Some of the quickness he had in college 
has come back to him. Copeland has come 
back better this year, too. He's a good pass- 
rusher and very stout against the run.” 

The Dolphins gambled on Tim Bowens 
in the first round in 1994, and he beat out 
Wilkinson and everyone else to be named 
defensive rookie of the year by The 
Associated Press. Miami personnel direc- 
tor Tom Heckert says Bowens will be even 
better this year because he “has awesome 
physical talent, a rare combination of size, 
quickness, and power, and has worked real- 
ly hard to maximize his natural gifts.” 

The 49ers have the best pair of young 
defensive tackles in the league in Dana 
Stubblefield and Bryant Young. Ort- 
mayer says Young “is ready to become 
dominant,” ABC’s Dan Dierdorf calls him 
“as good a rookie defensive tackle as the 
NFL has had in a long time,” and the NFL. 
players association named him NFC defen- 
sive rookie of the year for 1994. 

Seattle's Sam Adams, Dallas’ Leon 
Lett, Cleveland's Dan Footman, Chicago's 
Carl Simpson, and New Orleans’ Joe 
Johnson could reach that level this sea- 
son, and the Lions think ’95 No. 1 draft 
choice Luther Elliss and '92 No. 1 Robert 
Porcher can, too. Four "95 No. 1 picks 

could be fine pass-rush- 


mr 


ers: Mike Mamula, Hugh Douglas, War- 
ren Sapp, and Kevin Carter. 


Linehackers 


The Jets think Marvin Jones can be the 
league's next great middle linebacker if he 
ever stays healthy, but for the third time in 
three years, he's gimping around. They 
know Mo Lewis is a great outside line- 
backer, but, hard as it is to believe that a 
New York athlete doesn't get enough cred- 
it, he hasn't. 

“Mo Lewis could be the best outside 
linebacker in the league,” Haley says. “He 
had four interceptions and six sacks even 
though we never rushed him. He had three 
sacks in the one game when they let him 
go. He's 63", 250, and runs a 4.6. Greg 
Lloyd is 226 pounds; here's a guy who can 
do the same things, and he's 250. This year 
the coaches are letting Lewis rush the 
passer more, and he'll get more attention.” 

Another fifth-year player, the Rams’ 
Roman Phifer, finally will be turned loose, 
too. “In this defense he'll be free to make 
plays, and he’s explosive enough and com- 
petitive enough to do it,” Ortmayer says. 
Dungy says “this could be a Pro Bowl year” 
for fourth-year outside linebacker Ed 
McDaniel of the Vikings. 

The Patriots have the league's best pair 
of young outside linebackers in Willie 
McGinest and Chris Slade, and the 
Steelers have the league's most underrated 
inside linebacker in Chad Brown. In his 
first full year as a starter, Brown not only 
led the league's best defense in tackles, but 
he collected 8.5 sacks—a huge total for an 
inside player. Woodson was so impressed 
he voted Brown the team’s MVP ahead of 
All-Pros Lloyd, Kevin Greene, and himself. 

The Raiders tout outside linebacker Rob 
Fredrickson, a rookie starter last year, 
and middle linebacker Greg Biekert, who 
led the team in tackles in his second pro 
season. Fox says Fredrickson won't get 
many sacks because he's rarely asked to 
blitz but is as good in coverage as any line- 
backer in the league. “Biekert also had a 
hell of a year last year,” Fox says, “but 
nobody knew it other than the coaches in 
the league.” 

Now you do, too. 


Defensive Backs 


The Colts call Ray Buchanan “Big Play,” 
with big reason. The 1993 third-round 

» draft choice started the first 10 
games of 1994 at free safety but 


Young is half of a 49ers 
tackle tandem that takes 
things into its own hands. 


at the NFL All-Pro team might look 
like at the turn of the century, based on the 
opinions of the NFL coaches and personnel 
polled: 


experts v 


pe) 
Drew Bledsoe, Troy Aikman 
Marshall Faulk, Ki-Jana Carter 
William Floyd, Natrone Means 
Herman Moore, Carl Pickens, J.J. Stokes 
Charles Johnson, Joey Galloway, 
Michael Westbrook 
Tony Boselli, Bob Whitfield 
Richmond Webb, Ruben Brown 
Dermontti Dawson, Steve Everitt 
Steve Wisniewski, Aaron Taylor 
William Roat, Erik Williams 
Ben Coates, Kyle Brady 


Mike Mamula, Tony Bennett 

Chester McGlockton, Leon Lett 

Bryant Young, Dan Wilkinson, Dana Stubblefield 
Hugh Douglas, Kevin Carter 

Willie McGinest, Trev Alberts 

Junior Seau, Chad Brown, Bryan Cox 

Mo Lewis, Simeon Rice (Illinois senior) 

Ray Buchanan, Aeneas Williams, Aaron Glenn 
Deion Sanders, Tyrone Poole, 

Dewayne Washington 

Darren Woodson, Henry Jones, Rodney Harrison 
Eric Turner, Rod Woodson, Merton Hanks 


made his name at left cornerback. He 
had interceptions in a team-record five 
straight games and six of his final seven, 
returning three for TDs. His eight thefts 
ranked third in the NFL, and his return 
yards ranked second in team history. But 
the biggest theft came when Pro Bowl 
voters robbed him by choosing Kansas 
City’s Dale Carter instead. 

Miami's Troy Vincent wasn't at full 
throttle last season after coming back 
from major knee surgery. “Now that he’s 
injury-free,” Heckert says, “he should take 
his great ability to the next level. He's a 
future All-Pro.” 

The 1994 draft class produced four fine 
cornerbacks: Minnesota’s Dewayne 
Washington, Cleveland's Antonio Lang- 
ham, the Jets’ Aaron Glenn, and the 
Giants Thomas Randolph. And the Super 
Bowl debacle against the 49ers produced a 
new free safety for the Chargers. Rodney 
Harrison is a true sleeper, a junior who 
came out of Western Illinois early and was 
a fifth-round pick in 1994. 

“He's a prototype free safety, a big- 
time hitter,” Devaney says. “He has a nose 
for the ball; he'll make plays. He's going 
to have a couple of highlight hits every 
game.” = 


In the August issue, STEVE HUBBARD 
answered 95 questions for the '95 season and 
wrote a compelling profile of Pittsburgh 
Steelers linebacker Greg Lloyd. 
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best ride on the 
road isn’t on a road. It’s in the 
ocean. And the Navy's Nuclear 
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NFL Country A story-filled trip 
through an NFL season with music 
by top-selling country artists Billy 
Ray Cyrus, George Strait, Randy 
Travis, and others. NFO85491 
$19.95 


NFL Goes Motown Motown's great- 
est hits accompany “The Ice Bowl.” 
“The Orange Crush,’ “The Hogs." and 
other NFI legacies! NFO85489 
$19.98 


NFL Greatest Rivalries The com- 
plete chronicles of five great feuds, 
including Bears vs. Packers and 
Cowboys vs. Redskins, NFO85493 
$19.95 


NFL Rocks Extreme Football A 
non-stop explosion of sight and 
sound, where the hottest licks on 
the field meet up with hard-driving 
rock ‘n’ roll! NFO87685 $19.95 


Talk of the NFL Wired-for-sound 
on-field action that allows you to lis- 
ten in on the seldom-heard world of 
pro football. NFO85381 $19.95 


Football Card Follies NFL Films 
takes you through an extensive col- 
lection of “folly” football cards fea- 
turing mispelled names, wrong posi- 
tions, and other 3 
foul-ups. 

NFO85495 

$19.95. 


NFL's Hungriest 
Men of the ‘90s 
Get into the 
trenches and hear 
bone jarring colli- 
sions only the 
toughest men 
could survive! 
Includes profiles 
of Emmitt Smith 
and Michael Irvin. 
NFO85751 $19.95 


Super Bowl Dream Team Here's the 
ultimate team, including Montana, 
Harris, Swann, Rice, Hendricks, and 
others, as picked by the readers of 
NFL's Pro Magazine. NFO88159 
$14.98 


NFL Exposé A behind-the-scenes 
look at football that fans rarely see, 
Capture a different perspective of 
pro football and those who play it. 
NFO85375 $19.95 


Pure Gold: The First 49 Years of 
‘the San Francisco Forty-Niners 
Trace the history of this great and 
historic team, from 1945 through 
the great ‘80s teams with Y.A. Tittle, 
to Brodie, and finally, the emergence 
of Montana, Rice, Lott, and Craig. 
NFO85099 $19.95 


NFL's Greatest Hits That fast and 
furious excitement, with nothing but 
ACTION in hundreds of quick cuts of 
fantastic players from both the old 
and new eras. NFO85087 $14.95 


Search and Destroy A noholds- 
barred view of the league's most 
feared defenders. Includes LT, Bruce 
Smith, the “Steel Curtain” and 
“Purple People Eaters” NFO85147 
$14.96 


Super 
Sunday:A 
History of 
the Super 
Bowl From 
Super Bowl I 
through XXV, 
all unprece- 
dented 
footage of 
some of the 
‘greatest play- 
ers and 
coaches. 
NFO85157 
$19.95 


HIGHLIGHTS 


HISTORIES 
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Our Football... 


Superstars of the NFL A close-up 
look at eight of today’s top players, 
including Randall Cunningham, 
Barry Sanders, and Chris Doleman. 
Lots of breathtaking action and 
boneJarring hits included. 
NFO85129 $14.95 


Bombs Away THE BOMB-the most 
exciting play in football! See the 
mastery of the great QBs and their 
intended receivers. NFO85375 
$14.95 


Superstars of the Super Bowls See 
the stories of the men who gave 
great performances in America’s 
greatest sports spectacle, the Super 
Bowl! Meet the heroes and see the 
most memorable plays! NFO85133 
$14.95 


Best of Football Follies Football at 
its craziest! The wildest fumbles, 
events, and tomfoolery; It’s all here 
on FOOTBALL FOLLIES. NFO85079 
$14.98 


Football Follies on Parade The fun- 
niest flubs, slow-motion foul ups, 
and laughter-filled moments shared 
by quarterbacks, kickers, fumble-fin- 
gered receivers, referees, and many 
more! NFO85071 
$14.95 


NFL Follies, 
Crunches, 
Highlights, and 
Histories Spotlight 
on those players 
who performed at 
their very best 
when it mattered 
the most. Also, inti- 
mate profiles of the 
“Best Ever” coach- 
es, runners, QBs, 
and more! 
NFO85145 $14.95 


-..and Basketball VI DKOS 


Three-Peat: The Chicago Bulls’ 
Historic Third Championship 
Season Looks behind the scenes at 
the Bulls’ historic third consecutive 
NBA championship. Includes high- 
lights and personal profiles of 
Michael Jordan, Scottie Pippen, 
Horace Grant, B.J. Armstrong, and 
Phil Jackson. (1993) TW 5809 
$19.98 * 


Larry Bird: A Basketball Legend A 
look at Bird’s illustrious career. 
(1991) TW3191 $19.98 


Basketball: The Secret NBA Behind- 
the-soenes look at the players, coach- 
es, and referees. Hear candid conver- 
sations and see unguarded moments. 
(1992) TW5789 $14.98 


NBA Dream Team Profiles of the 
outstanding players, including 
Charles Barkley, Michael Jordan, 
and Patrick Ewing. (1992) TW5616 
$9.98 


NBA Awesome Endings Highlights 
of the most exoiting comeback victo- 
ries in history. TW2288 $9.98 


NBA Superstars 2 Action footage of 
Jordan, Johnson, Olajuwon, Barkley, 
and others. Includes audio cassette 
of music by Patti Austin, Sheena 
Easton, Guy, and others. (1991) 
W558 $16.98 


NBA Rising Stars An exclusive look 
at such colorful now-and-future 
celebrities as 7°1”” Shaquille O'Neal, 
Larry Johnson, Shawn Kemp, Tim 
Hardaway, Kenny Anderson, Alonzo 
Mourning, Dan Majerle, and more! 
Includes music by Naughty by 
Nature, TW4084 $14.98 


NBA Showmen “Spectacular Guards 
of the NBA” Meet “The Pistol,” 
Magic, Jordan, Isiah, and more as 
they light up the court with razzle- 
dazzle moves, sleight-of-hand passes, 
and stupendous shots. TW 2382 
$9.98 


Patrick Ewing: Standing Tall From 
schoolboy stardom in Boston to a tri- 
umphant college career at 
Georgetown, Patrick Ewing has been 
the center of attention wherever he’s 
played. Includes candid interviews 
and rare footage. TW5935 $19.98 


NBA dam Session Chart-topping hit 


music and spectacular jammin’ fea- 
turing the likes of Sir Charles, Ewing, 
dordan, and others. TW5589 $14.98 
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Shooting Stars of the NCAA 
Championship O'Neal, Alcindor, 
Ewing, and Magic are among the col- 
lege greats highlighted in rare and 
exclusive NCAA championship 
footage, TW 5797 $19.98 


The Story of a Game-Collector's 
Edition This two-volume set 
includes both volumes of the fasci- 
nating history of basketball, from its 
humble beginnings in Springfield to 
the global phenomenon that it has 
‘become today. Also included is a 82- 
page booklet and an exclusive set of 
three SkyBox basketball trading 
cards. SVE 6503 $29.98 


Shaq: In Your Face-On and Off the 
Court What's the Shaq-man really 
like? Meet the Real O’Neal...the man 


behind the on-court monster. PP530 
$19.95 


All-New Dazzling Dunks & 
Basketball Bloopers The NBA's 
meanest jammin’ machines: It's 
hoops hysteria, from dribbling dol- 
phins to Darryl Dawkins! TW 2423 
$9.98 


Magic Johnson: Always Showtime A 
look at the man behind the magic. 
(1991) TW5189 $19.98 


Michael Jordan Air Time Relive 
Michael's second NBA championship 
and the historic Olympic Games in 
Barcelona—all through his eyes. 
Experience the fascination and emo- 
tion as international media descend 
upon Michael in record numbers, 
Also, meet his family, wife, and kids. 
TW 5770 $19.98 
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\ for Smith and his generation Of backs." 
i LADEN : 


MMITT SMITH, IN HIS SIXTH PROFESSIONAL SEA- 
son, is running on borrowed time. Barry Sanders, in his 
seventh year, is unlikely ever to duplicate his sensational 
th. Thurman Thomas, in his eighth year as an NFL run- 
ning back, clearly is looking over his shoulder. 

In football, they say the legs are the first to go, and for a running 
back there isn’t much else. Players at other positions can compen- 
sate for leg injuries—quarterbacks strap on knee braces, wide 
receivers become third-down specialists, offensive linemen simply 
limp and go on—but a running back is here today, gone tomorrow. 

The No. 1 pick of the 1995 draft, the Cincinnati Bengals’ Ki-Jana 
Carter, probably will miss the entire '95 season because of an exhibi- 
tion-game knee injury. Bo Jackson, the last running back selected 
first in his draft class before Carter, played in 38 NFL games. The 
two No. 1-drafted backs before Jackson? George Rogers (1981) last- 


rutis 


ed seven seasons; Billy Sims (1980) played in 60 NFL games. Of the 
28 team-leading rushers in 1994, 19 had five seasons or less of NFL 
experience; Herschel Walker and Marcus Allen were the only team 
leaders with 10 pro seasons behind them—and the only two older 
than 28. 

Smith, Sanders, and Thomas already have defied the odds, leaving 
fans to wonder how much longer they can la: mith hobbled 
through 1994, and though he is only 26, concerns about his football 
future have grown now that the Dallas Cowboys offensive line has 
lost All-Pro center Mark Stepnoski to Houston, and All-Pro tackle 
Erik Williams is coming back from a serious knee injury suffered in 
a 1994 automobile accident. 

Smith's rushing average had been climbing steadily, from 3.9 
ards per carry as a rookie in 1990 to 4.3, 4.6, and a phenomenal 5.3 
in 1993. Last year it dropped to 4.0. A pulled hamstring on 
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2 The law of nature for NFL running backs is “no pain, 
; no gain”—and the heartless poundings batter and soon 
break even the best By DON PIERSON 


si 
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A potent rusher and receiver, Thomas faces dou- 
ble danger—evidenced in his declining stats. 


rent terrific trio, and he shows 
the most telling signs of wear. A 
better receiver than either 
Sanders or Smith, Thomas set an 
NFL record in 1992 by leading 
the league in all-purpose yardage 
for the fourth consecutive year, 
but in 1993 and 1994 his produc- 
tivity fell: Thomas averaged less 
than 4. carry for the 
first time in his career, dropping 
3 in 1993 and 3.8 in 1994, 
and his average per catch dipped 
below 10 yards for the first time, 
to 8.1 in '93 and 7.0 last season. 


T he league’s Big Three 
bac! Il are elusive— 
anders most of all—but 
even that doesn’t guarantee 
longevity. The devastating hit can 
come at any time. “The unique 
property those guys have is the 
ability to make you miss, the abili- 
ty not to always take the hit,” 
Carolina Panthers general man- 
ager Bill Polian. “But the grea 
[at that] who ever played was 
lasted a 

great.” 

Sayers’ phenomenal career was 
over after only 68 games and 


When Polian was the general 


December 19 forced him to m 
NFL game due to injury last Ch 
Eve, and in the playoffs Smith wasn’t the 
same workhorse the Cowboys had ridden 
to the previous two Super Bowls. 

Dallas selected Alabama running back 
Sherman Williams with its first pick in the 
1995 draft. “We obviously didn’t bring him 
in here to beat out ays Cowboys 
owner Jerry Jone: zed we needed 
some protection in case something were to 
happen to him.” 

Sanders’ numbers declined for three 
years until his sensational 1994 season, in 
which he flirted with the 2,000-yard mark. 
His production dropped from 1,548 yards 
in 1991 to 1,352 yards in 1992 and 1,115 
yards in an injury-shortened 1993, but 
everyone marveled at his 1994 rebound 
1,883 yards at an eye-popping clip of 5. 
yards per carry. 

Nevertheless, it is unusual for even the 
great ones to have a career year as late as 
Sanders did. Walter Payton’s best rushing 
season was his third, Eric Dickerson’s his 
second, Tony Dorsett’s and OJ. Simpson's 
their fifth. John Riggins had his two best 
seasons in his 12th and 13th years—but 
then, Riggins always broke the mold. 

At 29, Thomas is the oldest of the cur- 


manager in 
Buffalo he drafted 
Thomas, who had 
dropped to the second 
round due to concerns 
about a college knee 


injury. Nevertheless, 
Polian decided not to use 
the first pick in this 


yea 
Though the Penn State 
product clearly was the 
best player coming out 
of college, Polian con- 
tends that even a poten- 
tially great running back 
is not the right pick for 
sion team. 
"re ready to 
win, the career of a run- 
ning back is at an end or 
approaching it,” Polian 
“T look at it from a 
ear standpoint— 
the actuarial tables tell 
you that after that, run- 
ning backs’ careers are 
either over or begin to 
decline. They tend to 
contribute early, and 
they tend to be gambles 


John 


's draft on Carter. Player, Tez 
John Riggins, Redskins 


because one injury can end their career. 

“As we factor that into drafting a run- 
ning back high, plus the exorbitant prices 
paid for the top players, you better have 
contributions immediately—and he better 
contribute to winning immediately. 
Otherwise you've wasted your money. 
Youre talking about paying mind-boggling 
amounts to a guy whose career could end 
instantly. Would the money we'd have had 
to pay Ki-Jana Carter as the first player 
have materially contributed to winning 
right off the bat? I don’t think so.” 

Credit Polian with prescience. The 
Panthers traded the top pick to the 
Bengals, who took Carter and eventually 
signed him to a $19.2 million deal, includ- 
ing a $7.1 million signing bonus. The fear 
of a short career was in the minds of those: 
in the Carter camp, too. Says agent Leigh 
Steinberg, who helped negotiate the deal: 
“With Ki-Jana, part of the argument [for 
the large bonus] is unless they get him 
help on the offensive line, that might be 
the only contre e 

Carolina dropped to the Bengals’ spot at 
No. 5 and selected Carter’s Penn State 
teammate, quarterback Kerry Collins. He 
cost a fortune, too—$14.7 million for seven 
years, including a $7 million bonus—and 
he won't be taking the Panthers to the 
Super Bowl anytime soon. But quarter- 
backs tend to blossom later than runners, 
and to last longer. The Panthers’ plan sees 


Life 


| NFL RUNNING BACKS HAVE ACHIEVED 1,000- 
yard rushing seasons on 270 occasions. However, 
only 17 times has the feat been accomplished by a |] 
back 30 years of age or older. These are the backs 
(age is as of beginning of the 1,000-yard season): 


y 
‘| 


ns, Reds! 
John Henry Johnson, Steelers 


Franco Harris, Steelers 


Walter Payton, Bears 
John Henry Johnson, Steelers 
Ottis Anderson, Giants 


Walter Payton, Bears 
Tony Dorsett, Cowboys 
James Brooks, Bengals 


Walter Payton, Bears 
James Brooks, Bengals 
Tony Dorsett, Cowboys 
John Riggins, Redskins 
Herschel Walker, Eagles 
Rocky Bleier, Steelers 
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Current NFL Running Backs, Age 30 or Older 


Player, Team 
Marcus Allen, Chiefs 
Herschel Walker, Giants . 


Age 
-35 
+33 


Earnest Byner, Browns .. 
Keith Byars, Dolphins . 


-32 
-31 


Ronnie Harmon, Chargers 
Steve Smith, Seahawks .. 
Rod Bernstine, Broncos . 


+31 
-31 
-30 


Bobby Joe Edmonds, Bucs 
Marc Logan, Reds! 

Brad Muster 

John L. Williams, Steelers . 


.30 
30 
30 
30 
Current NFL Run 


Player, Team 
Steve Avery, Steelers 


Eric Ball, Raiders . 
Marion Butts ... 


Mark Higgs, Cardinals . 
Daryl Johnston, Cowboys . 
Dave Meggett, Patriots . 
Thurman Thomas, Bills . 


Lewis Tillman, Bear: 
Lorenzo White, Browns . 


Todd McNair, Oilers . 


19 Backs, Age 29 


Skinny 

Last rushed for 1,000 yards in "85 
Primarily a third-down back in 

recent years 

A backup the past few seasons 

Used more as a receiver and 

blocker than as a runner 

Third-down back 

Career high in attempts was 117 in "89 
First 200-carry season came in seventh 
NFL campaign in '93 

Did not play in the NFL last season 
Career backup 

Cut by Saints in July because of injury 
Known best for his receiving and blocking 


Skinny 


. Journeyman with two career NFL 


carries entering '95 


. Career backup 
. Slipped to 2.9-yard average 


"94 in New 
England; was cut by 49ers this year 


- Workload has diminished the past 


few seasons 
marily a blocker and receiver 


“Third-down back 
* Six straight 1,000-yard seasons, but 


rushing and receiving averages are down 


- A backup until last season 
. Has had only one 200-carry season 


in eight-year NFL career 


. Career high in attempts was was 51 in '93 


Running Backs Who Turn 29 During the ’95 Season 


Player, Team 
Kimble Anders, Chiefs 


Carwell Gardner, Bills 
Craig Heyward, Falcons . 


Tracy Johnson, Seahawks . 


s of beginning of the 1995 


Collins reaching his prime about the time 
the team is ready to contend. 

The relative paucity of productive quar- 
terbacks also influenced the decision. 
“Running backs are not in short suppl 
Polian says. “Compared to quarterbacks, 
they're relatively easy to find.” 

Carolina thought it was getting its man 
when it plucked Barry er off the run- 
ning back scrap heap. The Steelers had 
decided that at $ million, Foster's 851 
yards in 1994 weren't enough bang for the 
buck; Bam Morris was younger and cheap- 
er. Carolina jumped at the chance to get 
Foster, who just three seasons ago rushed 
for an AFC-leading 1,690 yards, but Foster 
was so hobbled in training camp that he 
was cut by the expansion club—thrown 
back on the scrap heap at the age of 26. 

backfield shuffling. Given the 


| short career of the average run- 


ning back and a salary-cap system that 


oney is driving much of the 


Skinny 


. Saw very little action until third 


NFL season in '93 


. Career backup 
. Has averaged fewer than 100 carries 


a season over seven-year career 


- Entered 1995 season with 59 career 


rushing attempts in six NFL seasons 


margin than ever for r 
much more willing to part with a 
tar. Ask 


leaves le 
teams a 
back, even if he’s young and a 
Foster, Terry Allen, and Ricky 


Philadelphia Eagles to the New York 
Giants. Watters earned a Super Bowl cham- 
pionship ring with the 49ers, then signed 
as a free agent with the Eagles. When was 
the last time a Super Bowl winner allowed 
its leading rusher to escape at the peak of 
his career? 

Such turnover caused NFL commission- 
er Paul Tagliabue, during a speech in 
Chicago, to turn toward the league's all- 
time leading rusher and muse: “One of our 
concerns about the new system is whether 
we will continue to have heroes like Walter 
Payton, who was with the Bears when they 
weren't very good and stayed there until 
times got better.” Of course, the absence of 
true free agency helped keep Payton in 
Chicago for his entire 13-year career, but 
Tagliabue's concern is valid: The football 
heroes of tomorrow are less likely than 
ever to be running backs, because running 
backs aren't hanging around long enough 
for fans to learn their names. 


he Vikings were scheduled to pay 
erry Allen $1.3 million in 1995 but 
| instead opted to go with younger 
Robert Smith. The Redskins, desperate to 
improve their 24th-ranked rushing offense, 
signed Allen for $450,000. “Under the 
alary >m, teams define players as 
either irreplaceable or replaceable, 
steinberg Irreplaceable players have 
received unprecedented contract num- 
bers—but the flip side is that once that 
player goes from a superstar to merely a 
star, that contract is vulnerable, and a play- 
er runs a much higher risk than before of 
getting cut. 

“The whole definition of replaceability is 
not entirely a football judgment. It has a 
financial component to it.” 

However, Doug Allen, assistant execu- 
tive director of the NFL players associa- 


Watters—all of whom, after five 
years or less in the NFL, found 
themselves unwanted, unneeded, 
or too expensive for the teams 
they led in rushing in 1994. 

Thi son nearly half the 
clubs in the league—including not 
just the expansion teams in 
Carolina and Jacksonville, but the 
Super Bowl champion San 
Francisco 49ers—are featuring 
new No. 1 bac The Steelers are 
going with Morris. The Minnesota 
Vikings cut Allen; he signed with 
the Washington Reds! Lorenzo 
White went from the Houston 
Oilers to the Cleveland Browns, 
Ron Moore from the Arizona 
Cardinals to the New York Jets, 
Herschel Walker from the 


sea 
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Wasted youth: After three carries in his first 
exhibition game, Carter was lost for 1995. 


1995 FLEER ULTRA\EOOTBALL. 
Introducing Three Innovations That 


«Redefine Premium Quality. 
40% THICKER! THEY’RE TOUGHER! / merece 


NEW 
REGULAR| —FLEER F 
CARDS} ULTRA. 
CARDS. 
~~ 


N . 
* Regular football cards 
are printed on stock 


_—— 
- 1995 Fleer Ultra Football 
= cards feature 20-point 
that measures only © = 7 stock. They're heavier, 


14 points in thickness. — tougher, more substantial. 


SEVEN HIGHLY COLLECTIBLE INSERT SETS— 
ONE INSERT CARD IN EVERY PACK! 
% One of 10 


“Ultra Achievement” insert 
cards. Odds 1:7 packs. 


re BOWE: 


Basic card back, featuring metallic ink and 
spot UV coating, plus silver foil stamping. 


EMBOSSED FOIL PARALLEL SET. 


Standard basic 
card front, with gold 
foil stamping. 


“sped Z:1 sppo ‘Ajuo sped paoud-aig 
“SPHED YASUI ALIS EQIN,, OL $9 2UD 


“1105 p16 9001 passoquia 


TWO “SPECIAL-PRINT” PLAYERS 
CARDS IN EVERY PACK! 


Jeasks9 enn, 


anbiup “spaed yasut ,48}5 BUIsIy, 6 Jo 3UO 


“syed £:| Sppo “spaed jiasut 
sf9pUnoY 3S4I4, OZ JO 2UD 


“sped Ze:1 sppo ‘aazeas Ara, “ub 


eine Hou = iE WB \-utratotPac «=SClt(‘«sWNC TR 
eg =e One of 6 “Award Winner” ~4 one Hot Packs 
One of 15 “2nd Year Standout” insert cards. oansert cards, PMS | Odds 1:72 packs. 


Odds 1:5 packs. :5 packs. . 
OFFICIALLY LICENSED PRODUCT OF NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYERS INCORPORATED. FLEER 1S LICENSED BY TARTERBACK CLUB. © 1995 FLEER CORP. MT. LAUREL, WJ 0905s BETTER THAN EVER. 


According to Allen, it’s nothing new for 
backs to encounter tough going. “Two 
things catch everybody eventually,” he says. 
“You slow down too much, and you can't 
recover from injuries. When you're 24 you 
could recover in three weeks, but if the 
same injury takes you three months, then 
no matter how good you are when you 
recover, the team can't use you. The falloff in 
production is faster at the end of the career 
for that position than it is for some others.” 


ince running backs are temporary 
Ss by nature, hiring them on a short 

term basis simply makes sense to 
most GMs. “If you can’t get one in a particu- 
lar year,” Polian says, “you may be like the 
Bears and have running back by commit- 
tee one year—and then along comes 
Rashaan Salaam.” 

Chicago ranked 15th in the league in 
rushing last season primarily using Lewis 
Tillman, a free-agent second-stringer from 
the Giants, and Raymont Harris, a fourth- 
ound rookie. Salaam, the 1994 Heisman 
‘Trophy winner, was drafted in the expecta- 
tion that he'd carry the load this year. 

The real groundbreakers in the rent-a- 
back philosophy have been the Raiders and 
New Orleans Saints; each has had a differ- 
ent rushing leader every season in the 
1990s. The Raiders shucked their tradition 


Conditioning, commitment, and sheer luck preserved Payton for 13 seasons. 


tion, points out that not all running backs 
are getting short-changed—evidenced by 
signing the 33-year-old Walker 
ear, $4.8 million contract that 
included a club-record signing bonus of 


$1.8 million. “It's a question of what each 
club is looking for,” Allen says. “Some 
teams weren't willing to pay Herschel that 
much, One was. I don't think the cap is 
driving running backs out of football.” 
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of long-term backfield workhorses—Clem 
Daniels in the '60s, Marv Hubbard and 
Mark Van Eeghen in the ’70s, and Marcus 
Allen in the ’80s—and from 1990 to 1994 
passed the baton from Bo Jackson to Roger 
Craig to Eric Dickerson to Greg Robinson 
to Harvey Williams. All but Jackson and 
Robinson, a rookie in 1993, were castoffs 
from other teams. New Orleans has 
bounced from Dalton Hilliard to Craig 
Heyward to Fred McAfee to Vaughn 
Dunbar to Derek Brown to Mario Bates in 
the '90s. The last four were rookies when 
they led the Saints in rushing. 

Other teams also are playing musical 
backs. The Kansas City Chiefs went from 
Christian Okoye to Barry Word to the 
seemingly ageless Allen. The New 
England Patriots have switched from Jon 
Vaughn to Leonard Russell to Marion 
Butts to whomever coach Bill Parcells hap- 
pens to like at the moment. 

Indianapolis Colts director of football 
operations Bill Tobin, who drafted Payton 
for the Bears, hopes for a little more conti- 
nuity at the position after taking Marshall 
Faulk with the second pick of the 1994 
draft. “I’m well aware that running back 
careers are shorter than other positions,” 
Tobin says. “They usually don’t stay 
healthy, and they don’t want to take the 
pounding they used to take. If you get 


seven to 10 years, you're pretty fortunate.” 

Notes Steinberg: “There’s a maxim that 
every running back has a finite number of 
hits allotted to him. Part of the reason 
Smith and Sanders and Thomas might 
have longer careers is they are built differ- 
ently than the stars of before. They don't 
take the type of hits that Earl Campbell 
took. And if you go back 10 to 15 years, the 
top backs were bigger, taller players like 
George Rogers and Eric Dickerson.” 

Bears coach Dave Wannstedt pays no 
attention to how long he might have 
Salaam, who at 20 is the youngest player in 
the NFL. “I don’t look at running backs any 
different from any other position,” 
‘Wannstedt says. “We want Rashaan Salaam 
or Raymont Harris to rush for as many 
yards as it takes us to get to the Super 
Bowl right now. We're not going to save 
anything for next year.” 


he greats have no problem with this 

p philosophy, an attitude that some- 
times overwhelms common sense. 

“One thing about the Emmitt Smiths is 
their great competitiveness,” Wannstedt 
says. “They want to be in the Hall of Fame. 
They want to be in the Pro Bowl. They 
want to be in the Super Bowl. From a 
coaching standpoint, it’s easier said than 
done to try and not run those guys too 


much and use them up. They never want to 
come out ofa game.” 

Even if the runners wanted rest, the 
coaches probably couldn't afford to give it 
to them. Says Wannstedt, “The league is so 
darned competitive there aren't many 
games when you can take a guy out in the 
fourth quarter.” 

Smith says he thinks about Payton’s 
record “all the time.” The astonishing thing 
about the mark is that even though Smith 
is running neck-and-neck with Payton after 
five seasons, and Sanders is ahead of 
where Payton was after six, Smith isn’t 
even halfway to Payton's total, and Sanders 
just reached the halfway point at the end of 
last season. After 77 games Smith had 
rushed 1,630 times for 7,183 yards, Payton 
1,625 times for 7,273 yards. After 89 games 
Sanders had rushed 1,763 times for 8,672 
yards, Payton 1,865 times for 8,386 yards. 

Smith and Sanders already have had 
Hall of Fame-quality careers. They'll have 
to practically duplicate them before we 
begin a countdown. As great as those two 
are, given the realities running backs face 
these days, chances are Payton is safe for 
another generation—and perhaps much, 
much longer. 


DON PIERSON has been covering pro foot- 
ball from his Chicago base for 26 years. 
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Tis Must Be Nay Von 


N THE NIGHT OF JULY 31, A 
small Shea Stadium crowd 
watched the New York Mets and 
the Pittsburgh Pirates play one 
more game in what many weeks earlier 
had become a meaningless march to 
October for both teams. Among the mil- 
lions of New Yorkers not watching the 
game was Joe Mcllvaine, the general man- 
ager of the Mets. He was in his office burn- 
ing up the phone lines. His mission was 
simple: get rid of his best pitch 

Shortly before 11:00 p.m., 
with a little more than an hour 
remaining before baseball's 
trading deadline, McIlvaine 
made the best deal he could: 
He traded two-time Cy Young 
Award winner Bret Saber- 
hagen, still only 31 years old, to 
the Colorado Rockies for a 25- 
year-old pitcher MclIlvaine had 
never seen pitch and an 18- 
year-old just out of high school. 

There is nothing new about 
the late-season star-for-pros- 
pect swap. When the New York 
Yankees were the game's domi- 
nant team, they always seemed 
to pick up a key player down 
the stretch, whether it was 
Johnny Mize in 1951 or Pete 
Ramos in 1964. But this is 
1995, and this is baseball's new 
era: no commissioner, no col- 
lective bargaining agreement, 
no notion of what the future 
may hold for the game, and 
almost no limit on the number 
of teams contending for a wild- 
card spot in the expanded play- 
offs. In this world, hired guns 
have become as commonplace 
as empty seats, 

During the frenzied days 
leading to the trading deadline, 
some of the game's biggest 
names changed uniforms: 
Saberhagen, David Cone, Andy 
Benes, David Wells, Scott 
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Erickson, Kevin Tapani, Mark Portugal, 
Ken Hill, Bobby Bonilla. Each of these 
trades involved a non-contender giving up 
a big salary to a contender in exchange for 
low-salaried prospects. Almost all the vet- 
eran players traded will be free agents 
after either this season or next. 

In some cases—the Saberhagen deal, for 
example—the prospects may end up being 
suspects, but that didn't stop the deals 
from going through. On one end, a club 
saved money; on the other, a team took a 
short-term gamble, 
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Today even baseball’s stars are journeymen, 
picked up for a pennant stretch, only to leave 
when the job is done 


By JOHN FEINSTEIN 


As they're packed up and moved along, 
the hired guns tend to spew the same 
cliché about how great it is to go from a 
team with no hope to a contender. But that 
isn't always how they feel. As the players 
who just moments earlier had been his 
teammates made their way out of the club- 
house to catch a plane to Cincinnati, Saber- 
hagen was asked the cliché question: 
“Bret, is it exciting to be traded from last 
place to first?” 

He began to respond in the way that 
would give everyone the quick, pat, dead- 
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line-friendly answer they needed. Then he 
paused. “You know, I hope I go out there 
and the Rockies win the World Series,” he 
said. “That's why they traded for me and 
what they're going to pay me for. 

“But I was on the Kansas City team that 
won the World Series in 1985. I remember 
what that felt like. I was with that team 
from the first day of spring training until 
the seventh game of the World Series. 
There's nothing like that feeling—to go 
through all that time and all that work and 
have it pay off like that, and get to enjoy it 
with the guys you went through it with. 

“I'm being brought to Colorado for eight 
weeks. I don't know many of the guys out 
there, and they don’t know me. It won't be 
the same feeling; it can’t be. I have a job to 


Acquired: 7/28/95. 
From: Blue Jays. Via: Trade. 


do. It's a different kind of job than the one I 
had to do a few hours ago, but that’s what it 
is:ajob.” 

It's almost naive to think that anyone in 
baseball looks at his job these days as any- 
thing more than just that. Players are in the 
game to make all they can while they can, 
and who can blame them? But it isn't near- 
ly as simple as that. Ask Saberhagen. Or 
ask the man who has become the epitome 
of the hired gun in the ’90s, David Cone. 

On July 28 Cone was traded from the 
Toronto Blue Jays to the Yankees, the 
fourth time he had changed teams in less 
than three years. Twenty years ago, per- 
haps even five, it would have been unheard 
of for a pitcher of Cone’s skills to change 
teams so often in such a brief period. Now 
it’s not only part of baseball—it’s a staple of 
the way the game is run. And even if Cone 
loves New York and the idea of pitching for 
the Yankees, he might well be with yet 
another team before next season begins. 
“Td like to stay here for a long time,” 
Cone says. “I've always liked New York and 
always felt I could handle the pressures of 
playing here. But for now, all I can do is 
pitch as well as I can and then see what's 
out there during the offseason. Nothing 

is certain in this game anymore.” 
No one has learned that firsthand 
more often than Cone. The first time 
VC he was traded—from the Kansas 
‘ City Royals to the Mets in '87— 
was a surprise to him. He was 
only 24 at the time, and he 
figured he was going to be the 
hometown kid who made 
good in Kansas City. In- 
stead, he became a baby- 

faced killer who went 20-3 

for the Mets in 1988, Even 
when New York was stunned 
= by the Los Angeles Dodgers in 

the '88 playoffs, Cone’s future was 
apparent: He would pitch the Mets into 
the postseason for years to come. But the 
team fizzled, and in August 1992 Cone 
found himself traded from a non-contender 
to a contender. He flew to New York on a 
red-eye from San Francisco as a Met and 
awoke to find out he was a Blue Jay. 
“The whole thing was a shock,” Cone 
says. “All of a sudden you're pulled away 
from everything that’s familiar and 
dumped into something brand-new where 
you don't know anyone or anything.” 
Cone went from his comfortable Man- 
hattan apartment to a room in the hotel at 
SkyDome with a view not of the playing 
field, but of railroad tracks. “I sat there that 
first night thinking, ‘How did my life go off 
he tracks? How can I suddenly be so 
alone?’ It sounds corny, but that’s how I felt. 
Very lonely.” 


He put aside his feelings and did what 
he was being paid to do: help turn the Blue 
Jays into world champions. Cone was 
superb down the stretch in 92, won the 
second game of the playoffs after Jack 
Morris had lost Game 1, and pitched well 
in the World Series. The Blue Jays won, 
Cone drank champagne—and then packed 
his bags. Job done. Time to ride off. 

He went back to Kansas City, in part 
because of a three-year, $18 million deal 
that included $9 million up front, but also 
because Royals owner Ewing Kauffman 
convinced him to come home. Cone won 
the Cy Young Award in strike-ravaged '94, 
but when the courts finally brought the 
players back in the spring of 95, Kauffman 
was dead. His successors didn’t see a 
hometown kid; they saw a huge salary on a 
team that wasn't going to win anytime soon. 
Poof—Cone was gone, back to Toronto. 

This time he understood—just as he 
understood when the Jays did a nosedive 
and he started hearing he was going to be 
moved once more. When the word came 
that it was the Yankees, Cone was excited 
because he'd be back in New York in a pen- 
nant race, and because he is thoughtful 
enough to recognize irony when he sees it. 

“I got traded out of New York once; now 
Ive come back on the other side of town,” 
he says. “It couldn't have happened this 
way a few years ago.” For a journeyman, 
yes; for a star, no—except nowadays, the 
stars ave journeymen. 

Fans complain—rightly—that free 
agency has made it almost impossible to 
develop a relationship with a team because 
the names and faces change so frequently. 
The blame tends to fall on the shoulders of 
the players for hopscotching when their 
contracts expire, but free agency works 
both ways. Often, the team decides it 
doesn't want the player back—and, as 1995 
proves, the team may pull the trigger on a 
deal before the season is over. One day, 
Bret Saberhagen is the ace of the Mets; the 
next day he’s in Colorado, and someone 
named Juan Acevedo is reporting to 
Norfolk, Va., home of the Mets’ Triple-A 
team, while a general manager who has 
never seen him pitch tells fans how lucky 
his team was to pull off this deal. 

Hired guns, by their nature, don't stick 
around town very long after they've served 
their purpose. That doesn’t mean they 
always want to leave. These days, as often 
as not, the choice isn’t theirs. 

“If the Yankees want me here, I'll be 
here,” Cone says. In August and Septem- 
ber of 1995, they wanted him. But when 
the job he was brought in to do is done, 
who knows? He's a short-term investment. 
In baseball, long-term doesn't seem to exist 
anymore. = 
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A Tug of War 
for the Wheel 


4 I ‘\ HERE'S A CRAZY VIRUS GOING 
around pro sports, infecting other- 
wise healthy games. It causes dis- 

ruption between the people who run sports 

and those who compete in them—but the 
ones who get sick are the fans. 

The virus hit baseball, then hockey. 
Basketball has been touched by it. Now 
Indy car racing, which has enjoyed unpre- 
cedented success in recent years, has the 
bug. At the height of its popularity, the 
sport is in danger of being ripped in two. 

Control, not money, is the heart of the 
issue here. And unlike the clashes in base- 
ball, hockey, and basketball, the competi- 
tors and the team owners are on the same 
side, pitted against the man who runs the 
most important “ballpark”: Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway president Tony George. 

Last year George announced the forma- 
tion of the Indy Racing League, which, 
beginning in 1996, will operate in direct 
competition with IndyCar, which is operat- 
ed by Championship Auto Racing Teams 
(CART), the sport's primary governing 
body. George says the IRL is designed to 
return Indy car racing to its roots—a full 
season of races on oval tracks involving 
mostly American drivers. He also hopes 
the new series will reduce the high costs 
involved in running Indy cars. 

The foundation for the clash was laid 
during the last civil war in Indy car racing. 
Sixteen years ago, team owners broke from 
the United States Auto Club, which ran the 
sport from its base in Indianapolis, to form 
CART. Led by owners such as Roger 
Penske, the organization soon changed the 
face of Indy car racing by taking the series 
to road courses as well as ovals and draw- 
ing drivers and sponsors from around the 
world. Now called simply IndyCar, the own- 
ers group sanctions all but one race in the 
PPG Indy Car World Series. 

The one race the owners don? control is 
the crown jewel: the Indianapolis 500. 
George now is playing that trump card in a 
high-stakes game for control of the sport. 

Since shortly after World War II, the 
qualifying process for the Indy 500 has 
been that the fastest 33 drivers in the May 


BEHIND THE WHEEL 


By LEWIS FRANCK 


time trials have made the race. Indeed, 
qualifying for Indy itself has become a 
month-long event that draws huge crowds. 

The IRL has issued a set of rules that 
would end that longstanding Indy tradition. 
In order to ensure full fields at the four 
other races the IRL has scheduled for 1996, 
25 spots in the Indy 500's field of 33 have 
been reserved for IRL drivers. That leaves 
just eight places for teams not competing 
on George's circuit. If you have the ninth- 
fastest car at the Indy time trials in 1996 
but the eight in front of you aren't in the 
IRL, you're out. For drivers, that means you 


L 


Replacement racing? Don't look for many stars at aay in '96 if George [left] 


has to die’ It’s not warranted to satisfy 
somebody's ego. Somebody wants to gain 
control.” 

After a flurry of rhetoric and fruitless 
negotiations, the principals in the two 
series basically have left the bargaining 
table with the attitude, “You do your series, 
and we'll do ours.” But the problem re- 
mains. The top drivers—Rahal, Al Unser 
Jr, Michael Andretti, Emerson Fittipaldi— 
are committed to run the IndyCar series. 
Thus racing fans face the real prospect of 
seeing the best drivers on the IndyCar cir- 
cuit being left out of the biggest race in the 


succeeds in his power struggle with Penske and other team owners. 


either join the IRL or risk not running in 
the Indy 500—the race your sponsors care 
most about. 

The move shocked the IndyCar side. “I 
don't think anybody seriously thought they 
would change the entire qualifying struc- 
ture of the Indianapolis 500,” says 1986 
Indy 500 winner Bobby Rahal, now an 
IndyCar owner-driver. 

Overall, reaction from the IndyCar camp 
toward the new series has been predictable 
and sharp. “All these years we've strived to 
bring the series to a level it deserves, to 
the level of the premier sports in the 
world,” says Mario Andretti, who though 
retired remains a leading spokesman for 
the drivers. “We're not competing with 
other series—we're competing with other 
sports. T've told Tony, ‘I don't care how you 
put it—there's not room for two series. One 


world. The IRL has no stars in its fold 
except the team owned by retired four-time 
Indy 500 winner A.J. Foyt, who has sided 
with George out of loyalty. 

Where do the fans stand? On various 
computer bulletin boards the feeling is pri- 
marily anti-IRL, and at racetracks on the 
IndyCar circuit, anti-IRL Tshirts show a 
line drawn through an oval (rather than a 
circle). In the tabloid trade papers that 
cater to small-town racers and fans across 
the nation, the sentiment is anti-IndyCar. 

Hasn't anyone learned the lessons from 
baseball? Fans don't want to see replace- 
ment players. They don’t care about which 
acronym sanctions what race, or about 
those behind-the-scenes power grabs. They 
just want a good show. Given the current 
dispute, they may not see one at Indy car 
tracks next year. m 
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Basic card back, featuring metallic ink and 
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THE CLASS OF ALL CLASSES? 


‘The 1983 NFL draft usually is considered the best ever for quarterbacks, and it's 
hard to argue with the talent that came out of college that year, including likely 
Hall-of-Famers Dan Marino, John Elway, and Jim Kelly. However, a look back 
reveals that 1971 produced another bounty of quarterbacks who, although a bit 
less productive in terms of passing stats, surpass their ‘83 counterparts in the 
most important column: Supar Bowl victories, Check out the career numbers for 
these NFL passers (stats through 1994 season): 


Quarterback Class of 1971 


Super 
Name Comp. Rating Bowls Titles 
Ken Anderson 2,654 60 819 
sim Plunkett 4,943 BEB2t 2 
Archie Manni 2011 ei 0 (0 
Joe Theismann: 2,044 IRE Ae 
lynn Dickey... 1747 79 0 0 
Dan Pastorini......3,055 1,556 18515 103 161 591 0 0 
Totals... 1600 11,955 149,674 890,009 71.3 5 3 
Quarterback Class of 1983 : 

Super 
Name ts. Comp. Yds, TDs Ints. Rating Bowls Tiles 
Dan Marino 6049 3,604 e761 


45173 318 185 
6 


3,033 37,7 199 177 76.9 
2,397 29,527 201 
2140 25,094 128 


1 11142 61 
424 5,286 29 
12,879 153,958 936 692 81.7 
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THE JAMES GANG 


Every World Series winner from 1903 to 1980 had at least one eventual Hall-of-Famer on 
its roster; the 1980 Philadelphia Philllies boasted '94 inductee Steve Carlton and '95 
entrant Mike Schmidt (and Hall pariah Pete Rose, too). Most players from champs since 
then are not yet eligible for induction, In his book "Whatever Happened to the Hall of 
Fame?" (Fireside, 1995), Bill James projects the players he thinks will be voted into the 
Hall among those who will be up for induction in the next 20 years. If he's right, the 1988 
Dodgers and 1990 Reds would be the first two World Series winners without a future Hall- 


of-Famer. 


Year Champion 
1983 Toronto Blue Jays 


1992 Toronto Blue Jays 


1991 Minnesota Twins 
1990 Cincinnati Reds 


1989 Oakland A's 


1988 Los Angeles Dodgers 
1987 Minnesota Twins 
1986 New York Mets 
1985 Kansas City Royals 
1984 Detroit Tigers 


1983 Baltimore Orioles* 
1982 St. Louis Cardinals 
1981 Los Angeles Dodgers 


James’ Projected Hall-of-Famers 
Roberto Alomar, Joe Carter, 
Rickey Henderson, Paul Molitor 
Roberto Alomar, Joe Carter, David 
Cone, Jack Morris, Dave Winfield 
Jack Morris, Kirby Puckett 

None 


Dennis Eckersley, Rickey 
Henderson, Dave Parker 
None 

Kirby Puckett 

Gary Carter, Dwight Gooden 
George Brett 

Jack Morris, Alan Trammell, 
Lou Whitaker 

Eddie Murray, Cal Ripken 
Ozzie Smith 

Steve Garvey 


“Jim Palmer, a member of the 1983 Orioles, already isin the Hall 


Maybe, 
maybe not..: 


Barry Larkin? Randy 
Myers? Jose Rijo? 


Orel Hershiser? 


ONE-ON-FIVE 


With the selection of Jason Caffey of Alabama in this year’s NBA draft, the Chicago Bulls have drafted seven forwards in the first round since 1989. Five played in the NBA last sea~ 
son for various teams—but former Bulls power forward Horace Grant, a No. 1 pick of Chicago in 1987, outperformed the five of them combined in every relevant statistical catego- 


ry in his first season with the Orlando Magic. The telling 1994-95 stats: 


Player, '94-95 Team Draft Year FG 
Stacey King, Timberwolves... .. 1989, 99 
Mark Randail, Nuggets . 3 
Byron Houston, SuperSonics 49 
Corie Blount, Bulls . 100 
Dickey Simpkins, Bulls . 78 
Totals 329 


Pct. Rebs. Asst. Sts. 
26 


Blks. TO PF OP Its. 
64 «126-266 
5 


1 6 

5 20 50 132 
3359146288 
7 45 72 206 
65 189 399 848 
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BACK-T0-BACK 
The 1995 NBA draft was the fith since the NBA-ABA 
merger in which players from the same college were 
drafted one after the other. These are the collegiate 
teammates drafted consecutively in the NBA draft 
since 1976: 


Draft 

Year College Players (Draft Pos.) Team 
4995 North Jerry Stackhouse (3) 76ers 
Carolina Rasheed Wallace (4) Bullets 


1992 UCLA Tracy Murray (18) Spurs 
Don MacLean (19) Pistons 


1992 Arkansas Oliver Miller (22) Suns 
Lee Mayberry (23) Bucks 


1988 DePaul Rod Strickland (19) Knicks 
Kevin Edwards (20) Heat 


1984 North Michael Jordan (3) Bulls 
Carolina Sam Perkins (4) Mavericks 
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THE GOOD DOCTOR 


es saw that Sandra Bullock movie, 
“The Net.” Who did Sandra play? 

KA, RARITAN, NJ. 
Derrick Coleman. (And she won.) 


hat has been the biggest difference for 
Bret Saberhagen between playing at 
Shea Stadium in New York and at Coors 
Field in Denver? 
D.B,, WALSENBURG, COLO. 
Mets fans drink stuff a little stronger than 
Coors. 


heir coach drove drunk. Three players 
smashed their car into a pole. Another 
player was accused of shooting his cousin. 
What should the Seattle Seahawks do about 
all this turmoil? 
K.B, SUNNYSIDE, WASH. 
Move to Los Angeles. After the Raiders, 
L.A. would consider it an improvement. 


gainst whom did Mike Tyson originally 
want his comeback to begin? 
PM, BOULDER CITY, NEV. 
Martina Navratilova in Atlantic City. 


ve there any other sibling combinations 
besides Marcel and Rene Lachemann 
who want to manage baseball teams? 
G.E, DEERFIELD BEACH, FLA. 
Sure. There’s Sparky and Louie Anderson, 
Kevin and John F. Kennedy Jr., Tom and 
Gene Kelly, and, of course, Bobby and 
Courteney Cox. 


Lad 


obby Bonilla was 

traded to the Bal- 
timore Orioles. Do 
you see this as a last- 
ing relationship? 


Bo an “O”? No. 


ow did John Daly cel- 
ebrate his victory at the 
British Open golf tournament? 
CR, CRYSTAL RIVER, FLA. 
With a 4 p.m. tea time. Snapple, I believe. 


avid Robinson is coaching hockey in Los 
‘Angeles? I can't believe it. What was 
Wayne Gretzky's reaction? 
B.H,, SAN MARCOS, TEXAS 
Larry Robinson, not David, stupid. 


ike Schmidt lobbied for Pete Rose to be 
permitted into the Hall of Fame. Why 
won't those Cooperstown people let Pete in? 
J.B, HERKIMER, NY. 
They're afraid he'll sell off all the memora- 
bilia. 


ettle a bet, Doc. Who is the heavyweight 
boxing champion of the world? 
L.H,, EASTON, PA. 
No one knows. 


esides the new rules, what are some other 
things baseball is doing to try to speed up 
games? 
A.M, PALOS HILLS, ILL. 
Py Telling Hideo Nomo to spin 


faster. Giving Barry Bonds a 


homer without making him 
run. Keeping Chili Davis 
away from the fans. And 
making Jack McDowell 
point that finger once, 
then put it back in his 
glove. 


think NBA star Dana 
Barros is gorgeous. 
~~ What do you think? 


“I'll be there for you, Bobby—and wait till you meet my friends.” 


K.B, DETROIT 
I’m not sure. Which 
one is she? 


I understand there's a Super Serie tour. 

G.P, EWA BEACH, HAWAII 

True. This one's for golfers 70 and older. 

And be looking for the debut of the 
Incredibly Senior tour in January. 


resent salary offers to athletes of $50 mil- 

lion, $75 million, $100 million. Do these 
people realize the reality of real life? 

JN, PIERZ, MINN. 

No, but the Good Doctor is holding out for 

another five bucks per letter, or else I walk! 


nthony Smith of the Oakland Raiders 
married an actress who used to call her- 
self “Vanity” but doesn’t now. Anyone else 
using the name “Vanity”? 
CM, CLEMSON, S.C. 
Smith's teammate Nolan Harrison. 


‘atrone Means missed much of camp 
because he and the San Diego Chargers 
were reportedly millions of dollars apart in 
contract talks. What do you think of Means? 
L.H,, RAMONA, CALIF. 
The end doesn't justify him. 


‘hy do the Minnesota Twins like the des- 
ignated hitter rule more than any other 
team? 
K.P, GRAND FORKS, N.D. 
Because, having traded every one of their 
pitchers, the Twins only have hitters left. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY RICHARD TORREY 


hat is Michael Johnson’ tentative track 
and field schedule for the 1996 Sum- 
mer Olympics? 
L.C, WACO, TEXAS 
.: Run 100 meters qualifying heat. 
Run 200 meters qualifying heat. 
Drink Gatorade. 9:51 a.m.: Do TV 
:53 a.m.: Run 400 meters heat. 
un 800 meters heat. 10:02 a.m.; 
slice of toast while running final lap of 
1,500 meters. 10:08 a.m.: Sleep. 10:18 a.m.: 
Shower, brush teeth during 5,000 meters. 
10:30 a.m.: Return for 100, 200, and 400 
semifinal heats. Repeat every hour. 


woman ran onto the Cowboys’ practice 
field to express her feelings toward Troy 

Aikman, Who did she think she was to Troy? 
fi TTLE ROCK, ARK. 


Helen of. 


ont you think at least one NHL team 
should take a fashion risk and don white 


ska 
A.C, OLEAN, NY. 
Sure, Why not leotards with spangles, too? 


Gee Steinbrenner mentioned something 
‘about handling Darryl Strawberry’s 
money. Your thoughts, Doc? 

A.G,, WETHERSFIELD, CONN. 
‘That's like Clyde trusting Bonnie. 


see INSIDE SPORTS is predicting good things 
for Alabama this football season, What's 
up with that? 


'B., AUBURN, ALA, 
INSIDE Sports likes Alabama. Want to 
make something of it? 


ow do you folks think this season's game 
between Notre Dame and Southern 
California will turn out? 
J:W, KNOXVILLE, TENN. 
INSIDE Sports likes Alabama. Want to 
make something of it? 


| Gheacrie of Miami football fans were 
upset by a magazine article that suggest- 
ed the school drop football. What do you sug- 
gest, Doc? 

A.W, LEHIGH ACRES, FLA. 
Stop reading that magazine. m 


Ina fever to know what really goes on in the 
world of sports? Will you feel awful until you 
find out? Send for a diagnosis to: The Good 
Doctor, 990 Grove Street, Evanston, Illinois 
60201—then wait patiently. 


TOP 25 Contestants 
through August 13 


Name City, State Points 
1. Hal Fitch Coldwater, MI 4,166 
2. Ruth Cook Sarnia, ON 4,156 
3, Don Sourbaugh West Willow, PA 4,134 
4, Jaden Davison Bismarck, ND 4,128 
5. TerryGoguen Fredericton, NB 4,127 
6 George Ristad Glen Ellen, CA 4,125 
7, AlCannavaciolo West Haven, CT 4,123 
8. John Nicholson Richmond Hill, ON 4,118 
9. Lisa Grieco Branford, CT 4,13 
10. Bob Bilotta Bouisville, KY 4,109 
11, Bob Bilotta Louisville, KY 4,109 
12. Paul Josh Sarnia, ON 4,103 
13. Frank Morrone —_Valatie, NY 4,100 
14, Scott Lebrun Eden Prairie, MN 4,099 
15. Joseph Chartrand Richmond Hill, ON 4,099 
16. Mike Habighorst Oshkosh, WI 4,098 
17, Vito Tassielli Dearborn, MI 4,094 
18. John Mundwiller St. Louis, MO 4,093 
19. Brad Hulman Huntsville, AL 4,093 
20. Todd Mullen Des Moines, IA 4,092 
21, Peter Odden Bloomingdale, MI 4,091 
22, Tom Staab Chicago, IL 4,091 
23. Ann Huston San Jose, CA 4,090 
24, Don Mathis Lakeland, FL 4,084 
25. Brentz Thompson Dunedin, FL 4,084 


SPORTS 


Congratulations to our 
Weekly Winners! 


July 24 - 30 

Veronica Walters Victoria, BC $100.00 
Paul Widener Live Oak, CA $75.00 
Charles Ottone Hollister, CA $50.00 
July 31 - August 6 

Gene Lafaro Hamlin, NY $100,00 
Jerry Oberst Tacoma, WA $75.00 
Dewayne Grahm Tucson, AZ $50.00 
August 7 - 13 

Troy Butner Eden Prairie, MN $100.00 
Robert Sawma Cincinnati, OH $75.00 
Brian Kirsch Petaluma, CA $50.00 
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. . 
Give That Kid 
a Contract! 
[= when I was seven years old. 
My dad was in the back yard with 
a little transistor radio, listening to a 
Los Angeles Dodgers game. I sat 
down with him, and Dodgers \ 
announcer Vin Scully slowly drew me 
into the game. His voice was a calm, sooth- 
ing, fascinating drug. 

The game turned out to be a no-hitter. 
From that time on, I was obsessed—just 
obsessed—with the Dodgers. When I was 
growing up, the first thing in the morning, 
before going to the bathroom, pouring my 
corn flakes, or anything, I'd run outside and 
grab the sports page to read about the 
Dodgers. 

In those days the star players were 
people like Ron Cey, Davey Lopes, 
Reggie Smith, and Steve Garvey. Every 
time they won, a thrill, a rush came 
over me. When they lost, a piece of 
my heart broke off. It's the same 
today. 

I played baseball as a kid, and I 
still do. In fact, I'm doing the TV series 
“The Single Guy” thanks in part to base- 
ball. Every year I play in a celebrity base- 
ball game at Dodger Stadium—“The 
Hollywood Stars Night,” the PR people call 
it. Its basically an actors-vs.actors game. 
Three seasons ago I had a career night. 

Tom Selleck was the big draw in 
that game. After all, he’s “Mr. 
Baseball.” He played college ball, 
and he's still pretty good. The 
New York Yankees, Detroit 
Tigers, and many 
other teams have had 
him come out and 
take batting practice, 
just for fun, and he hits 
the ball out of the yard. 
He's really an accom- 
plished player. 

On this night, he came up to bat for the 
other team. I was in center field, a position 
I don't usually play except in the yearly 
Dodgers game; I'm really a shortstop. I fig- 
ured out that the position you play depends 
on how successful your movies are. If your 


FELL IN LOVE WITH BASE- 


& / 


~ 


THE FAN 


By JONATHAN SILVERMAN 


a) / producers 
f were in the 
stands at the 
celebrity game, 
looking for actors 
who could play 
baseball. After 
seeing me in the 
outfield, Billy Crystal 
told them, “I don’t know 
if Silverman can act, 
but he sure can play ball.” 


movies make more than $100 million, 
you can play the infield. Otherwise, 
it's the outfield. 
\ The game is played at around 
» 6:30 in the evening. The sun is 
setting in your eyes, 40,000 peo- 
ple are in the stands, and 
— 39,000 of them are wearing 
}ewhite Eshirts. You can't see a thing. 

In his first at-bat, Selleck hit a shot over 
my head. It should have been a double or 
triple, but God was with me—I made a 
leaping catch and robbed him of his first 
hit. Selleck muttered and cursed and did 


‘y 


an imitation of Joe 
DiMaggio kicking 
second base when Al 
Jj Gionfriddo robbed 
him of a homer in the 
Series in °47. 
In his next at-bat, Selleck 
decided to go away from me. He hit 
/ the other way, into right field. The 
player out there had a bead on the ball 
for a second, but he lost it in the sun and 

screamed for me to help him. I did. I 
made another running catch and took 
away another double from Tom. 

In the stands that night were producers 
from the film company that was making 
“Little Big League.” They were hiring pro- 
fessional players and also were looking for 
aftors who could play the game. Billy Crys- 
tal, who also plays in the Dodgers game— 
at shortstop, because “When Harry Met 
Sally” grossed more than $100 million— 
recommended me. After seeing me in the 
field, Crystal told the producers, “Well, I 
don't know if Silverman can act, but he sure 
can play baseball.” 

I got the part, playing a pitcher for the 
Minnesota Twins. He was a bullpen guy 
and served as comic relief in the movie, so I 
like to call my job in that movie “the comic 
relief pitcher.” Based on my performance in 
that movie, I was offered a deal to help cre- 
ate and eventually star in a television 
series. Thus “The Single Guy” was born, 
thanks to that one eventful baseball game. 

Today’s Dodgers are as exciting as they 
were when I was growing up, and I go to 
games regularly. Hideo Nomo is amazing, 
not only for what he has done for the Dodg- 
ers, the city of Los Angeles, Japan, and the 
Asian community, but for all of baseball. 
Almost single-handedly, he has brought 
baseball back to where it was two years 
ago—a truly remarkable feat. Everyone 
across the nation is rooting for him. 

My dad's as big a baseball fan as ever; 
we like to go to games together. But no 
matter where I am, every time I hear an 
announcer’s voice coming from a transistor 
radio, I think about that first time I heard 
Scully's voice in our back yard, and how I 
got hooked. = 


If “The Single Guy” could catch a mate as 
easily as JONATHAN SILVERMAN snares 
Tom Selleck’s line drives, NBC would have to 
change the name of the show. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


ILLUSTRATION BY JAY LINCOLN 


Order the entire 
Homework Basketball Series! 


Pistol Pete Maravich . . . the name still rings 
in the ears of basketball fans across America. 
College basketball’s all-time leading scorer 
(3,667 points and a 44.2 points per game 
average) ... NBA All-Star (nearly 16,000 
points and a 24.2 points per game 
average)... and finally, the youngest 
professional inductee into the Basketball Hall 
of Fame. 

Now Pistol Pete Maravich introduces the 
most comprehensive instructional 
series ever produced— 


Pistol Pete's 
Homework 
Basketball. 


No other 
series can 
offer the 


many-faceted combination of instruction, 
motivation and the one-of-a-kind drills that 
made Pete Maravich one of basketball’s 
brightest stars. 

From the basic fundamentals to the 
advanced tips, it’s all here. Homework 
Basketball is a way of mastering the game 
that is unmatched by any other instructional 
series. 

Now order all four individual tapes in the 
Homework Basketball Series: 

° Shooting ° Ball-Handling 
° Passing ° Dribbling 

Whether your goal is making the 
team... or making the Hall of Fame, if you 
master the Homework Basketball 
approach you'll have everything you need to 
give you the edge over any opponent. 


$29.95 Each 


All four tapes $119.00 

To order add $3.00 postage & handling for one 
tape; $5.00 for two or more, Illinois residents add 
7% tax. Specify tapels) desired and send your 
name and address with check or money order to: 
Inside Sports 

P.O. Box AA1118, Evanston, IL 60204 


NORILABLE $19.95 
Le (| The Birth 
Of A Legend 


THE TRUE STORY OF A LEGACY HANDED 
DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT. 


ange Basketball’s Hottest New Instructional Series! 


Know the 


SCORE 


and a whole 


lot MORE... 


@ Twice a week 


| 
for 23 weeks 
(starting August 31 and 
continuing through Super 
Bowl 30 on January 28, 1996), 


let our experts take you 
inside the locker rooms 
and the front offices of 
all 30 NFL teams 


@ Listen in on trade rumors, 

game strategies, and 

other news that shapes 

pro football, and gain fy 


insight on key statistics 


PLUS: Our experts pick 


their favorites in each 
week’s games 

For $49.95, you get 46 two- 
page newsletters sent to 


you via fax with the hottest, 


mostup-to-date information SS — <= 

available. —_—_—_—_—_—_—$——< =n ee 
—<—— aa 
——= | an —ooer 

KNOWLEDGE —————E———— OO O———— 
ee ans 

IS POWER... — _—_—_—_—_——S. SS 

CALL TO 

SUBSCRIBE 

1-800-823-5248 

24 hours a day, 

seven days a week 

Please have your Visa or 

MasterCard handy. 


Wer es se 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 


1-800-645-6038 


